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PUBLISHER 
READER. 


T. Publiſh the Writings of Fetene with 


out their Conſent, is a Practice, gene- 

rally f. peaking, ſo unfair, and has ſa many 

times proved an unſufferable Injury to 

the Credit and Reputation of the Au- 

thors, as well as a ſhameful Impoſition on the 
Publick, either by a Scandalous Inſertion of Spu- 
rious Pieces, or an imperfect and fault ition 
of ſuch as are Genuine; that thou havo 
been Meſter of ſuch of oy following Pi 
as have never yet been Printed, for ſev | 
Months, I could never, though much importuned, 
prevail on my ſelf to Publiſh them, tearing 
Sven 

Az 


o the READER, 


even 2 1 of doing an Injury in either of 
thoſe two Reſpects to the Perſon, who is generall 
known to be the Author ot ſome; and, wit 
greater Reaſon than I am at preſent at Liber- 
ry to give, ſuppoſed to be the Author af all 
the other Pieces, which make up this CalleQi- 
on. But as my own Unwillingneſs to do any 
thing, which might prove an Injury to the ſup- 
poſed Author's Reputation, to whom no man 
Pays 2 juſter Eſteem, or bares a greater Reſpect 
n my ſelf, has hitherto kept me from giv- 
ing the World ſo agreeable an Entertainment, 
as it will receive from the following Papers; 
ſo the Senſe I had, that he would really now 
ſuffer a much greater, in both Inſtances from 
other Hands, was the Occaſion of my determi- 
ning to do it at preſent; fince ſome of the 
following Pieces haye lately appeared in Print, 
from very imperfect and uncorret Copies. Nor 
was the Abuſe like to ſtop here; for theſe, 
with all the Defects and Imperfections they 
came out under, met with ſo much Applauſe, 
and ſo univerſal a good Reception from all men 
of Wit and Taſte, as to prompt the Bookſellers, 
who had heard that other of theſe Tracts 
were in Manuſcript in ſome Gentlemens Hands, 
to ſeek by any means to Procure them, which 
ſhould they compaſs, they would , without 
Queſtion, publiſh in a Manner, as little to 
the Author's Credit and Reputation, as they 
have already done thoſe few, which unfortunate- 
ly have fallen into their Poſſeſſion. This being 
2 known Fact, I hope will be ſufficient to make 
this Publication, tho" without the Author's Con- 
ſent or Knowledge, very conſiſtent with that 
Reſpect I ſincerely g him; Who, if it ſhould 
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To the READER. 


not appear to be perfectly without Fault, ean 
with little Juſtice complain of the Wrong he 
receives by it, fince it has prevented his ſuffer- 
ing a much greater; no more than a Man, who 
is puſhed down out of the Way of a Bullet, 
can with Reaſon take as an Affront, either 
__ Blow he falls by, or the Dirt he riſes 
With. TH 93 
Bur indeed I have very little Uneaſineſs up- 
on me for fear of any Injury the Author's Credit 
and Reputation may receive from any Imper- 
fection or Uncorrectneſs in theſe following Tracts, 
ſince the Perſons, from whom I had them, and 
in whoſe Hands I have reaſon to believe the 
Author left them, when his Affairs called him 
out of this Kingdom, are of ſo much Worth 
themſelves, and have ſo great a Regard for the 
Author, that I am confident they would neither 
do, nor ſuffer any thing that might turn to his 
Diſadvantage. I muſt confeſs, I am cupon ano- 
ther Account under ſome Concern, which is, leſt 
ſome of the following Papers are ſuch as the 
Author 3 would rather ſhould not have 
been Publiſhed at all; in which Caſe, I ſhould 
look upon my ſelf highly oy cw to aſk his 
Pardon: But even on this Suppoſition, as 
there is no Perſon named, the ſuppoſed Author 
is at liberty to diſown as much as he thinks 
fit of what is here Publiſhed, and ſo can be 
chargeable with no more of it, than he pleaſes 
to take upon himſelf. 

From this Apology I have been making, the 
Reader may in part be ſatisfied how theſs 
Papers came into my Hands; and to give him 
a more particular Information herein, will prove 


little to his Uſe, tho” perhaps it might ſome- 
| . ,v115 5 
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To the READER. 


what gratify his Curiofity, which I think not 
material any farther to do, than by aſſuxing him, 
that I am not only my ſelf ſufficient!; convinc- 
ed, that all the Tracts in the following Collecti- 
on, except thoſe before, which I have in the Book 
expreſsed my Doubtfulneſs, and th other three 
(to which I which I have prefix'd their Author's 
Names) were Wrote by the ſam= Hand, but ſe- 
veral Judicious Perſons, who are well acquainted 
with the ſuppoſed Author's Writings, and not 
altogether Strangers to his Converſation, have 
reed with me herein, not only for the Reaſons 

I have before hinted at, but upon this Account 
alſo, that there are in every one of theſe Pieces 
fome particular Beauties that diſcover this Au- 
thor's Vein, who excells too much not to be di- 
ſtinguiſhed, ſince in all his Writings ſuch a ſur- 
prizing Mixture of Wit and Learning, true Hu- 
mour and good Senſe, does every-where appear, 
as ſets him almoſt as far out of the Reach of Imi- 
tation, as it does beyond the Power of Cenſure. 
Tax Reception that theſe Pieces will meet 
with from the Publick, and the Satisfaction they 
will give to all Men of Wit and Taſte, will foon 
decide it, whether there be any Reaſon for the 
Reader to ſuſpect an Impoſition, or the Author 
to apprehend an Injury: The former, I am fully 
fatiofied will never be; and the latter I am fure, 
I never intended. In confidence of which ſhould 
the Author, when he ſees theſe Tracts appear, 
take ſome Offence, and know where to place 
his Reſentment, I will be ſo free as to own, I 
could without much Uneafineſs fit down under 
ſome degree of it, ſince it would be no hard Taſk 
to. bare tome Diſpleaſure from a fingle Perſon, for 
that which one is ſure to receive the Thanks of 
every Body elſe, 11K 
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CHAP. I: 2 

18 agreed, that in all Gevernment there 

is an abſolute unlimited Power, which 

naturally and originally ſeems to be 
placed in the whole Body, wherever the Execu- 
tive Part of it lies. This holds in the Body na- 
ural; For wherever we place the Beginning ef 
Motion, whether from the Head, or the Heart, 
or the animal Spirits in general, the Body moves 
ind acts by a Conſent of all its Parts: This un- 
limited Power MES in the Bo- 


1 Conteſts and Diſſentions 
dy of a People, is what the Legiſlators of all 
Ages have endeavour'd, in their Greel Schemes | 
or Inftitutions of Goverament, to depoſit in | 
ſuch Hands as would preſerve the People from 
Rapine and Oppreſſion within, as well as Vio- 
lence from without. Moſt of them ſeem to a- 
gree in this, that it was a Truſt too to be 
committed to any one Man or Aſſembly, and 
therefore they left the Night fill in the whole 
Body, but the Adminiftration or Executive part, 
in the hands of One, the Few, or the Many, in- 
to which Three Powers all independent Bodies 
of Men ſeem naturally to divide ; for by all | 
have read of thoſe innumerable and petty Com- 
mon-wealths in Italy, Greece and Sicily, as well as 
the great ones of Carthage and Rome; it ſeems 
to me, that a free People met together, whe: 
ther by Compa# or Family Government, as ſoon as 
they fall into any Acts of Civil Society, do of 
themſelves divide into Three Powers. The firſt 
às that of ſome one eminent Spirit, who having 
Hignaliz'd his Valour and Fortune in Defence of 
his Country, or by the Practice of Popular Arts 
at home, becomes to have great Influence on the 
People, to grow their Leader in Warlike Expe- 
ditions, and to prefide, after a ſort, in their Civil 
Aſſemblies: And this is grounded upon the Prin- 
iples of Nature and common Realon, which in 
all Difficulties or Dangers, where Prudence orf w 
Courage are required, do rather incite us to fly 
for Counſelor Aſſiſtance to a fingle Perſon than 
2 Multitude. The ſecond natural Divifion f 
Power, is of ſuch Men who have acquired larg: 
Poſſeſſions, and conſequently Dependances, t 
deſcend from Anceſtors, who have left them N 
great Inheritances, together with an Hereditaryſ ty 
Authority 


in ATuzns and Rous. 3 
Authority. Theſe eaſily uniting in Thoughts 
and Opinions, and acting in Concert, begin to 
enter upon Meaſures for ſecuring their Proper- 
ties, which are beſt upheld by 3 — 
Invaſions from abroad, and maintaining Peace at 
home: This commences a great Council or Se- 
nate of Nobles for the weighty Affairs of the 
Nation. The laſt Diviſion is of the Maſs or Bo- 
dy of the People, whoſe Part of Power is great 
and undiſputable, when ever they can unite ei- 
ther collectively or by Deputation to exert it. 
Now the Three Forms of Government ſo gene- 
rally known in the Schools, differ only by the 
Civil Adminiftration being placed in the Hands 
of One, or ſometimes T'wo ( as in Sparta) who 
were call'd Xings, or in a Senate, who were 
call'd the Nobles, or in the People Collective 
or Repreſentative, who may be call'd the Com- 
mons : Each of theſe had frequently the Execu- 
tive Power in Greece, and ſometimes in Rome: 
But the Power in the laſt Reſort was not al- 
ways meant by Legiſlators to be held in Balance 
among all Three. And it will be an eternal 
Rule in Politicks among every Free People, 
That there is a Balance of Power to be carefully 
held by every State within it ſelf, as well as 
among ſeveral States with each other. 2, 

Tux true Meaning of a Balance of Power, either 
without or within a State, is beſt conceived by 
conſidering what the nature of a Ballance is. It 
8 es three Things. Firſt, the Part which is 
held, together with the Hand that holds it; 
and then the two Scales, with whatever is weigh- 
ed therein. Now confider ſeveral States in a 
Neighbourhood : In order to preſerve Peace be- 
tween theſe States, - is necefliry they ms 
2 . S 


— — 


4 Conteſts and Diſſentions 
be form'd into a Balance, whereof one or more 
are to be Directors, who are to divide the reſt 
into equal Scales, and upon Occafions remove 
from one into the other, or elſe fall with their 
own Weight into the lighteſt: So in a State 
within it ſelf, the Bzlance muſt be held by a 
third Hand ; who is to deal the remaining Pow- 
er with the atmoſt Exactneſs into the ſeveral 
Scales. Now it is not neceflary that the Power 
ſhould be equally divided between theſe Three; 
For the Balance may be held by the Weakeſt, 
who, by his Addreſs and Conduct, removing 
| from either Scale, and adding of his own, may 
11 keep the Scales duly pois'd. Such was that of 
| the two Kings of Sparta, and the Conſular Power 
W - in Rome; that of the Kings of Media before the 
1 Reign of Cyrus, as repreſented by Xenopbon; and 
| | that of the ſeveral limited States in the Gothick 
(| Inſtitution. K 

Wren the Balance is broke, whether by the 
Negligence, Folly, or Weakneſs of the Hand 
' that held it, or by mighty Weights fallen into ei- 
I ther Scale, the Power will never continue long in 
| | equal Divifion between the two remaining Par- 
| ties, but (till the Balance is fixed anew ) will 
| run entirely into one. This gives the trueſt Ac- 
| count of what is underſtood in the moſt Ancient! 
and Approved Greek Authors by the Word Ty 
| ranny, Which is not meant for the ſeizing of 
the uncontrouled or abſolute Power into the 
| Hands of a ſingle Perſon (as many ſupexficia 
1 Men have groſly miſtaken) but for the break 
1 ing of the Balance by whatever Hand, and 
q leaving the Power wholy in one Scale. Fo 
. Tyranny and Uſurpation in a State, are by nc 
if means confined to any Number, as might 1 
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| ly appear from Examples enough: and becauſe 
the 


oint is material, I ſhall cite a few to prove it. 

Tun Romans having ſent to Athens, 

and the Greek Cities of Italy, for Dyonis. 

the Copies of the Beft Laws, choſe Hal. I. 10. 

Ten Legiſlators to put them into 
Form, and during the Exerciſe of their Office, 
ſuſpended the Conſular Power, leaving the Ad- 
miniſtration of Affairs in their Hands. Theſe 
very Men, though choſen for ſuch a Work, as 
ody of Laws for the Govern- 
ment of a Free State, did immediately uſurp 
Arbitrary Power, ran into all the Forms of it, 
had their Guards and Spies, after the Practice 
of the Tyrants of thoſe Ages, affected Kingly 
the 


State, deſtroy'd the Nobles, and oppreſt 


People; One of them proceeding ſo far as to en- 
deavour to force a Lady of great Virtue: The 
very Crime which gave Occafion to the Expul- 
fion of the Regal Power but fixty Years before, 
as this Attempt did to that of the Decemviri. 

Trz Epbori in Sparta were at firſt only certain 
Perſons deputed by the King to judge in Civil 
Matters, while They were employ'd in the Wars. 
Theſe Men at ſeveral times — 'd the abſo- 
lute Authority, and were as — Tyrants as 
any in their Ages. 

SOON after the unfortunate Expedition into 
Sicily, the Athenians choſe four hundred [ 
Men for Adminiſtration of Affairs, Thucid. 
who became a Body of Tyrants, and ib. 8. 
were called in the Frans: <2 of thoſe 
Ages, an Oligarcby, or Tyranny of the Few; un 
der which hateful Denomination, they were 
ſoon after Depoſed in great Rage by the Peo- 


ple, 
B 3 Wukx 


6 _ Conteſts and Diſſentions 
Ward Athens was ſubdued by 


Xenoph. de Re Lyſander, he appointed thirty Men 


bus Grec, I. 2. for the Adminiſtration of that Ci- 
ty, who immediately fell into the 
rankeſt Tyranny ; but this was not all : For cen- 
ceiving their Power not foynded on a Baſes | 
enough, they admitted three thouſand into a 
ſhare of the Government; and thus fortified, 
became the crueleft Tyranny upon Record. 
They murder'd, in cold Blood, great numbers 
of the beſt Men, without any Provocation, from 
the meer Luſt of Cruelty, like Nero or Caligula. 
This was ſuch a Number of Tyrants together, 
as amounted to near a third part of the whole 
City. For Xenophon tells us, that the 
HMemorab. City contain'd about ten thouſand 
Ab. z. Houſes, and allowing one Man to e- 
very Houſe, who could have any 
Share in the Government (the reſt conſiſting of 
Women, Children, and r and maki 
other obvious Abatements, theſe Tyrants, 1 
they had been careful to adhere together, might 
have been a Majority even of the People Col- 
EP , ths 
In the time of the ſecond Punick 
Polyb. Fag. War, the Balance of Power inCaribage 
lib. 6. was got on the fide of the People, 
and that to a Degree, that ſome Au- 
thors reckon the Government to have been then 
among them a Deminatio Plebis, or Tyranny of the 
Commons, Which it ſeems they were at all times 
apt to fall into, and was at laſt among the 
| Cauſes that ruined their State: And 
lib. 20. the frequent Murders of their Generals, 
| which Diadorus tells us, was grown to an 
eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom among them, may be another 
Mens a | ; Inſtance 
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anee that Tyranny is not confined to Num- 


# 
bers. 8 
ö I ſhall mention but one Example more among 
great Number that might be produc'd ; It is 
REN by the Author laſt cited, the 
Orators of the People at Argos ( whe- Lib. 15. 
ther you will ſtile them in modern 
Phraſe, Great Speakers in the Houſe, or only in ge- 
neral, Repreſentatives of the People ColleQive) 
ſtirred up the Commons againſt the NoBLEs ; 
of whom 1600 were Murdered at once, and at 
laſt, the Orators themſelves, becauſe they left 
off their Accuſations, or to ſpeak Intelligibly, 
becauſe they ewitharew their Impeachments ; having, 
it ſeems, raiſed a Spirit they were not able to 
lay. And this laſt Circumſtance, as Caſes have 
lately ſtood, may 17 be worth nothing 

From what hath been already advanced, fe- 
veral Concluſions may be drawn. 

Firſt, Tnar a mixt Government partaking of 
the known Forms received in the Schools, is by 
no means of Gothick Invention, but has place in 
Nature and. Reaſon, ſeems very well to agree 
with the Sentiments of moſt Legiſlators, to 
nick have been follow'd in moſt States, whether thay 
are have appear'd under the name of Monarchies, 
ple, Ariſtocracies, or Democracies, For not to menti- 
Au- on the ſeveral Republicks of this Compoſition in 
hen Gaul and Germany, deſcribed by Ceſar and Tacitas 5 
' the I Polybizs tells us, the beſt Government is that 
nes which confifts af Three Forms, Regno, Optimati- 
the um, & Popul Imperio, Which may be TINY 
und Tranſlated, the Kings, Lords, and Commons. Su 
als, was that of Sparta in its Primitive Inſtitution 
an by Lycargus; who obſerving the Corruptions and 
her || Depravations to which every of theſe was ſub- 
nce p —_— jet, 


8 - Conteſts and Diſſentions 
jet, compounded his Scheme out of all; fo 
that it was made up of Reges, Seniores, & Populus: 
Such alſo was the State of Rome, under its Con- 
ſuls: And the Author tells us, that the Romans 
fell upon this Mode] purely by chance, (which 
T take to have been Nature and common Rea- 
2 but the Spartavys by Thought and Deſign. 
And ſuch at Carthage was the Summa 3 or 
Power in the laſt Reſort: For they had their 
Ay Kings call'd Suffetes, and a Senate which 
Id. ibid, had the Power of Nobles, and the Peo- 
: ple had a Share eftabliſh'd too. 

Secondly, IT will follow, That thoſe Reaſoners, 
who employ ſo much of their Zeal, their Wit 
and their Leiſure for upholding the Balance of 
Power in Chriſtendom, at the fame time that 
by their Practices they are endeavouring to de- 
ſtroy it at home, are not ſuch mighty Patriots, 
or ſo much in the true Intereſt of their Coun- 
try, as they would affect to be thought, but 
ſeem to be employed like a Man, whis ulls 
down with his right Hand what he has been 

Building with his left. bs Free 
Thirdly, Tuis makes appear the Error of thoſe, 
who think it an uncontroulable Maxim, that 
Power is always ſafer lodged in many Hands 
than in one. For if thoſe many Hands he made 
up only of one of the Three Diviſions before 
mentioned, *tis plain from thoſe Examples al- 
ready produc'd, and eafie to be parallePd in 
other Fer and Countries, that they are as capa- 
ble of Enſlaving the Nation, and of Acting all 
manner of Tyrawny and Oppreſſion, as it is poſſible 
for a fingle Perſon'to be ; though we ſhould ſup- 

pe their number to be not only of Four or 

ive Hundred, but above Three Thouſand. 
G <9 9 N . 4 ? AGAIN, 


3 Arnens and Rows. '9 
AGAIN, it is manifeſt from what has been faid, 
that in order to preſerve the Balance in a mix'd 
State, the Limits of Power depofited with each 
Party ought to be aſcertained, and generally 
known. The DefeCts of this is the cauſe that 
introduces thoſe Strugglings in a State about Pre- 
rogative and Liberty, about Encroachments of the 
Fey, upon the Rights of the Many, and of the 
Many 3 the Privileges of the Fc, which 
ever did and ever will conclude in a Tyranny: 
Firſt, either of the Few, or the Many, but at 
laſt infallibly of a ſingle Perſon. For, which 
ever of the Three Diviſions in a State is upon 
the Scramble for more Power than its own, (as 
one or other of them generally is) unleſs due 
care be taken by the other two; u every 
new Queſtion that ariſes, they will be ſurs to 
decide in favour of themſelves, talk much of In- 
herent Right, they will nouriſh up a dorment 
Power, and reſerve Privileges in petto, to exert 
upon Occafions, to ſerve Expedients, and to 
urge upon Neceſſities. They will make large 
Demands, and ſcanty Conceſſions, ever coming 
off conſiderable Gainers : Thus at length the 
Balance is broke, and Tyranny let in, from 
which Door of the Three it matters not. 4 
To pretend to- a declarative Right upon any 
occafion whatſoe ver, is little leſs: than to make 
uſe of the whole Power: That is, to declare 
an Opinion to be Law, which has always been 
conteſted, or perhaps never ſtarted at all be- 
fore ſuch an Incident brought it on the Stage. 
Not to conſent to the Enakking of ſuch a Law, 
which has no view befides the general Good, un- 
leſs another Law ſhall at the ſame time paſs 
with no other view but that of advancing the 
ps Power 
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Power of one Party alone: What is this, but 
to claim a paſitive Voice as well as a negative? 
To pretend that great Ch auges and Alienations of di 
Property have created new and great 7. — 5 
dences, and conſequently new Additions of Pou- 
er, as {ame ons have dane, is a moſt dan- 
gerous Tenet: If Dominion muſt follow Pro- 
Party let it follow in the ſame pace: For 
hanges in Property thro' the Bulk of a Na- 
tion make {low marches, and its due Power al- 
ways attends it, To conclude, that whatever 
Attempt is begun by an Aſſembly, ought to 
be purſued to the end, without regard ta the 
reateſt Incidents that may happen to alter the Þ 
ſe; To count it mean, and below the Dig- 
mity of 4 Houſe, to quit a Proſecution; to re- Þbi 
folve upon a Concluſion, before it is poſſible 
to be appriſed of the Premifles ; To att thus, 
I ſay, is to affect not only abſolute Power, but 
Infallibility too. Yet ſuch unaccountable Pro- 
ceedings as theſe have Popular Aſſemblies en- 
gaged in, for want of fixing the due Limits 
of Power and Privilege. 
Enka Changes may indeed be made in 2 
Government, yet the Form cantinue, and the 
Balance be held ; but large Interyals of Time 
muſt paſs between every ſuch Innovatian, enough 
to 9 11 Dory and make it of a Piece with t 
Conſtitution. Such we are told were the Pro- 
ceedings of Solon, when he Modelled anew the 
Aubenian Comman-wealth: And what Convul- 
fions in our own, as well as other States, have 
been bred by a neg] of this Rule, is freſh 
and notorious enough: *Tis too ſoon in all Con- 
ſcience to repeat this Error again. 
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continually endeavour'd, as opportunities have 
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Havinc ſhewn that there is a natural Balance 
pf Power in all Free States, and how it has been 
livided ſomerimes by the People themſelves, as 
in Rome, at others by the Inftitutions of the 
giſlators, as in the ſeveral States of Greece and 
Sicily: The next thing is to examine whatMethods 
have been taken to break or overthrow this Ba- 
ance; which every of the three Parties have 


ſerv'd; as might appear from the Stories of 
moſt Ages and Countries. For, Abſolute Pow- 
er in 2 particular State, is of the ſame nature 
with Univerſal Monarchy in ſeveral States ad- 
joyning to each other. So endleſs and exorbi- 
tant are the Deſires of Men, whether canfider'd 
in their Perſons or their States, that they will 
graſp at all, and can form no Scheme of per- 
ct Happineſs with leſs, ever ſince Men have 
deen united into Governments, the Hopes and 
Endeavours after Univerfal Monarchy have been 
bandied among them, from the Reign of Ninuc 
to this of the Nef Chriftian King; in which pur- 
ſuits Common-wealths have had their ſhare as 
well as Monarchs: So the Athenians, the Spartans, 
the Thebans, and the Achaians, did at ſeveral 
times aim at the Univerſal Monarchy of Greece ; 
So the Common-wealths of Carthage and Rome 
affected the Univerſal Monarchy of the then 
known World. In like manner has Abſolute 
Power been purſued by the ſeveral Parties af 
zach particular State; 3 ſingle Perſons have 
met with molt Succeſs,tho' the Endeavours of the 
Few and the Many have been frequent enough; 
But, being neither ſo uniform in their Deſigns, 
nor fo direct in their Views, they neither could 
manage nor maintain the Power they had got 3 
MDs. ut 
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but were ever deceived by thePopularity and Am- 
bition ef ſome fingle Perſon. So that it will be 
always a wrong p in Policy, for the Nobles 
or Commons to carry their Endeavours after Pow- 
er fo far, as to overthrow the Balance: And it 
would be enough to damp their warmth in ſuch 
Purſuits, if they could once reflect, that in ſuch 
2 Courſe they will be ſure to run upon the ve- 
ry Rock that they meant to avoid, which I ſup- 
poſe they would have us think is the Tyranny 


of a fingle Perſon, 


Many Examples might be uc'd of the 
Endeavours from each of theſe Three Rivals 
after Abſolute Power; But I ſhall ſuit my Diſ- 
courſe to the Time I am writing it, and Re- 
late only ſuch Difſentions between the Nobles 
and Commons, with the Conſequences of them, in 
Greece and Rome, wherein the latter were the 
Aggreſſors. ü 

ſhall begin with Greece, where my Obſerva- 
tions ſhall be confined to Athens, tho' ſeveral 
Inſtances might be brought from other States 
thereof. 
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Of the DISSEN TIONS i Athens, between the 
Few and the MAxx. 


TF*HESEUS is the firſt, who is Recorded 
with any appearance of Truth to have 


brought the Grecians from a barbarous manner of 
Life among ſcattered Villages, into Cities; and 
| 40 
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to have eſftabliſh'd the by State in Athens, 
aſſigning to himſelf the Guardianſhip of the 
Laws, and chief Command in War. He was 
forced after ſome time to leave the Athenians 
to their own Meaſures, upon account of their 
Seditious Temper, which ever continu'd with 
them till the final Diſſolution of their Go- 
vernment by the Romans, It ſeems, the Coun- 
try about Attica was the moſt Barren of any in 
Greece ; through which means it r that 
the Natives were never expelled by the Fury 
of Invaders, (who thought it not worth a Con- 
— but continued always Aborigines; and 
therefore retained through all Revolutions a 
tincture of that turbulent Spirit wherewith their 
Government began. This Inſtitution of Theſexs 
appears to have been rather 2 ſort of mix'd 
onarchy than a Popular State, and for ought 
we know, might continue ſo during the Series 
of Kings till the Death of Codrus. From this 
laſt Prince, Solon was ſaid to be deſcended ; who 
finding the People engaged in two violent 
Factions, of the Poor and the Rich, and in 
great Confuſions thereupon ; refuſing the Mo- 
narchy which was offered him, choſè rather to 
caſt the Government after another Model, where- 
in he made due Proviſion for ſetling the Ba- 
lance of Power, chufing a Senate of 4co, and 
diſpoſing the Magiſtracies and Offices according 
to Mens Eſtates; leaving to the Multitude their 
Votes in Electing, and the Power of Judgin 
certain Proceſſes by Appeal. This Can 0 
400 was choſen, lo out of each Tribe, and 
it ſeems to have been a Body Repreſentative of 
the People; tho' the People Collective reſerved 


a ſhare of Power to themſelves. It is a Point 


of 
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of Hiſtory lexed enough; but thus much 
is certain, that the Balance of Power was pro- 
vided for; elſe , (called by Aathor: 
the Tyrant of Athens) could never have govern'd 
* ſo peaceably as he did, without chang. 
Herodot. ing any of Solen's Laws. "Theſe ſeve- 
| Gb, 1. ral Powers, together with that of the 

| Archon, or Chiet Magiſtrate, made up 
the 9 Government in _ ir what 
time it n to appear u the Scene © 
Action and Story. er 

Tux firft great Man bred up under this In- 
ſtitution was Mikiades, who lived about Ninety 
Years after Solon, and is reckon'd to have been 
the firſt great Captain not only of Athens, but 
of all Greece, From the time of Miltiades to that 
of Phocion, who is look d upon as the laſt fa- 
mous General of Athens, are about 150 Years; 
after which they were ſubdued and inſulted by 
Alex 
ral Revolutions, a ſmall truckling State of no 
Name or Reputation, till they tell with the 
reſt of Greece under the Power of the Romans. 
Domains this Period from Miltiades to Phocion, 
I ſhall trace the Conduct of the Athewians, with 
relation to their Diſſentions between the PropLE 
and ſome of their Gznzr Ars; who at that time 
3 Power and Credit in the Army, in a War- 
like Common-wealth, and often ſupported by 
each other, were with the Magiſtrates and other 
Civil Officers, a ſort of Counterpoiſe to the Pow- 
er of the People, who fince the Death of Solon, 
had already made great Encroachments. What 
theſe Difntions were, how founded, and what 
the Conſequences of them, I ſhall briefly and 
impartially relate. ; 


's Captains, and continued under ſeve-Þj | 
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1 muſt here premiſe, that the Nobles in Athens 
being not at this time a Corporate Aſſembly that 
I can gather; therefore the Reſentm ents of the 
Commons were uſually turned againſt particular 
Perſons, and by way of Articles of Impeachment. 
Whereas the Commons in Nome, and ſome other 
States, (as will appear in proper Place) tho? they 
followed this Method upon occafion, yet gene- 
rally purſued the Enlargement of their Power, 
by more ſet Quarrels of one entire Aſſembly” 
againſt another. However the Cuſtom of par- 


ticular Impeachments being not limited to for- 


mer Ages, any more than that of general Strug- 
gles and Diffentions between fixt Aſſemblies 
of Nobles and Commons: And the Ruin of 
Greece having been owing to the former, as that 


of Rome was to the latter, I Thall treat on both 
Jexpreſly; that thoſe States, who are concern d 


in either (if at leaſt there be any ſuch now in 
the World) may, by oblerving the Means and 
Iffaes of former Difſentions, learn whether the 
Cauſes are alike in theirs, and if they find them 
to be ſo, may confider whether they ought 
not * to apprehend the ſame Effects. | 
ws pour of every particular Perſon im- 
peach'd 1 Commons of Athens, within the 
aſs deſigned, would introduce the Hiſtory 
of almoſt every great Man. they had among 
them. I ſhall therefore take notice only of Six, 
who lived in that Period of time when Athens was 
at the height of its Glory (as indeed it could not 
be otherwiſe, while ſuchHands were at the Helm) 
tho' impeach'd for High Crimes and Miſdemeanort, 
ſuch as Bribery, Arbitrary Proceedings, miſapplying or 
imbeſling the Publick Funds, ill Conduct at Sea, and 
the like, were honoured and lamented by their 
Country, 
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Country, as the Preſervers of it, and have had & * 
the Veneration of all Ages ſince paid juſtly te 1 
their Memories. BROS 
MiLrIApEs was one of the Athenian Generals f 
againſt the Perſan Power, and the famous 
Victory at Marathon was chiefly owing to his Va- 
lour and Conduct. Being ſent ſome time after 
to reduce the Iſland Paros, he miſtook a great 
Fire. at diſtance, for the Fleet, and being no 
Ways a Match for them, ſet Sail for Athens ; 
at his Arrival he was impeach'd by the Com-Il t! 
mons for Treachery, tho' not able to appear 
by reaſon of his Wounds, fined 30000 Crowns, 
and died in Priſon. Tho' the Conſequences of 
this Proceeding upon the Affairs of Athens, were 
no otherwiſe than by the untimely Loſs of ſo 
great and good a Man, yet I could not for- 
bear relating it. 

ITnEIx next great Man was Ariſtides: Befides 
the mighty Service he had done his Countr 

in the Wars, he was a Perſon of the ſtricte 

Juſtice, and beſt acquainted with the Laws as 
well as Forms of their Government, ſo that he a, 
was in 2 manner the Chancellor of 4thens. This Uj 
Man upon a flight and falſe Accuſation of favour- £;, 
ing Arbitrary Power, was baniſh'd by Oſtraciſm; 
which rendred into modern Engliſh, would fig 
niſie, that they voted be ſhould be removed from 
' their Preſence and Councils for ever. But, however 
they had the Wit to recal him, and to thatÞp,, 
Action owed the Preſervation of their State by kn 
his future Services. For it muſt be ſtill con Ri 
feſſed in behalf of the Athenian People, that they  » 
never conceived themſelves perfectly Infallible g 
nor arri ved to the Heights of Modern Aſſembliesof 
to make Obſtinacy confirm what ſudden * andſ for 

Temeri 
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1 Temerity began. They thought it not below the 
dB Dignity of an Aſſembly to endeavour at correct- 
| ins an ill Step; at leaſt to repent, tho” it often 
sf fell out too late. | 
SM THEMISTOCLES was at firſt a Commoner him- 
a- ſelf. It was he that raiſed the Athenians to their 
8 Greatneſs at Sea, which he thought to be the true 
at and conſtant Intereſt of that Commonwealth; 
o and the famous Navel Victory over the Perfians 
; at Salamis was owing to his Go duct. It ſeems 
n-E the People obſerved ſomewhat of Haughtineſs in 
ar his Temper and Behaviour, and therefore ba- 
15 niſhed- him for five Years 5 but finding ſome 
off flight matter of Accuſation againſt him, they 
rel ſent to ſeize his Perſon, and he hardly eſcaped to 
loff the Perſian Court; from whence if the love of his 
or · Country had not ſurmounted its baſe Ingratitude 
to him, he had many Invitations to return at 
the Head of the Perſian Fleet, and take a terri- 
ble Revenge; but he rather choſe a voluntary 
Death. | 102 

Tux People of Athens Impeached Pericles for 
Miſapplying the Publick Revenues to his own Private 
Uſe. He had been a Perſon of great. Deſervings 
from the Republick, was an admirable Speaker, 
and very Popular, his Accounts were confuſed, and be 
uz} could not then give them #p z therefore meerly to di- 

vert that Difficulty, and the Conſequences of 
it, he was forced to engage his Country in the 
Peloponneſian War, the longeſt that ever was 
known in Greece, and which ended in the utter 
Ruin of Athens. | 

Taz ſame People having reſolved to ſubdue 
Sicily, ſent a mighty Fleet under the Command 
of Nicias, Lamachus, and ALCIBILADES: the two 
Atormer, Perſons of Age and Experience; mw 
& 


us Conteſts and Diſſention: 
laſt a young Man of noble Birth, excellent 
3 a plentiful Fortune. A little 
before the Fleet ſet Sail, it ſeems, one Night, 
the Stone Images of Mercury, placed in ſeveral 

arts ot the City, were all pared in the Face: 

his Action the Athenians interpreted for a De- 
ſign of deſtroying the Popular State; And 
Alcibiades having been formerly noted for the 
like Frolicks and Excurfions, was immediately 
accuſed of this. He, whether conſcious of his 
Innocence, or aſſured of the Secrecy, offered 
to come to his Tryal before he went to his Com- 
mand: 'This the Athenians refuſed ; but as ſoon 
as he got to Sicily, they ſent for him back, de- 
Ggning to take the Advantage, and Proſecute 
him in the Abſence of his Friends, and of the 
Army, where he was very Powerful. It ſeems, 
he underſtood the Reſentments of a Popular 
Aſſembly too well to truſt them; and therefore 
inſtead of returning, eſcaped to Sparta ; where 
his Defires of Revenge prevailing over his. Love 
to his Country, he became its greateſt Enemy. 
Mean while, the Athenians before Sicily, by the 
Death of one Commander, and the Superſtition, 
Weakneſs, and perfect ill Conduct of the other, 
were utterly deſtroyed, the whole Fleet taken, a 


miſerable Slaughter made of the Army, whereof 


hardly one ever returned. Some time after this, 
Alcibiades was recalled upon his own Conditions, 
by the neceſſities of the People, and made 
Chief Commander at Sea and Land; but his 
Lieutenant engaging againſt his poſitive Orders, 
and being beaten y Lyſander; Alcibiades was a- 
gain diſgraced and baniſhed. However, the 


Athenians having loſt all Strength and Heart 


fince their Misfortune at Sicily, and now de- 
pri ved 
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rived of the only Perſon that was able to re- 
over their Loſſes, repent of their Raſhneſa, 

and endeavour in vain for his Reſtoration; 

the Perſian Lieutenant, to whoſe Protection he 
fled, making him a Sacrifice to the Reſentments 
of Lyſander, the General of the Lacedemonians, 
who now reduces all the Dominions of the 
Athenians, takes the City, races their Walls, 
tuins their Works; and changes the Form of 
their Gvernment ; which though again reſtored 
for ſome time by Thraſybulus, (as their Walls 
were rebuilt by Conon) yet here we muſt date 
the Fall of the Athenian Greatneſs ; the Dominion 
and chief Power in Greece; from that Period, to 
the time of Alexander the Great, which was about 
ity Years, being divided between the Spartans 
and Thebans. Though Philip, Alexander's Father 

— moſt Chriſtian King of that Age) had indeed 
me time before hegun to break 1n upon the Re- 

publicks of Greece, by Conqueſt or Bribery ; 4 

ticularly dealing larg Toney among ſome Popular Ora- 

tors, by which he brought many of them, (as 
the Term of Art was then) to Philippize. 

In the time of Alexander and his Captains, the 

Athenians were offered an Opportunity of Pre- 

ſerving their Liberty, and being reſtored to their 

former State; but the wiſe Turn they thought 
to give the Matter, was by an Impeachment and 

Sacrifice of the Author, to hinder the Succeſs. 

For, after the Deſtruction of Thebes by Alexander, 

this Prince defigning the Conqueſt of Athens, was 

1 PHOCION the Aibenian General, 

then Ambaſſador from that State; who by his 

great Wiſdom and Skill at Negotiations, di- 

verted Alexander from his Defign, and reſtored 
the Aibeniant to his Favour, The very ſame 

„ Succeſs 
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Succeſs he had with Antipater after Alexander's 
Death, at which time the Government was 
new regulated by Solon's Laws: But Polyperchon, 
in, hatred to Phocion, having by Order of the 
young King (whoſe Governour he was) reſtored 
thoſe whom Phecion had baniſhed ; the Plot ſuc- 
ceeded, Phocion was accuſed by Popular Orators, 
and put to Death. 


Travs was the moſt powerful Commonwealth 


of all Greece, after great degeneracies from the 


Inſtitution of Solon, utterly deſtroy'd by that 
raſh, jealous, and inconſtant humour of the Peo- 
ple, which was never ſatisfied to ſee a General 
either Viforious or Unfortunate; ſuch ill Judges, as 
well asRewarders, have Popular Aſſemblies been, of 
thoſe who beſt deſerved from them. 

Now the Circumſtance, which makes theſe 
Examples of more importance, is, that this ve 
Power of the People in 4thens, claimed ſo confi- 
dently for an Inherent Right, and inſiſted on as 
the Undoubted Privilege of an Athenian born, was 
the rankeſt Encroachment imaginabie, and the 
1 Degeneracy from the Form that Solon 
left them. In ſhort, their Government was 
grown into a Dominatio Plebis, or Tyranny of the 
People, who by degrees had broke and overthrew 
the Ballance which that Legiſlator had very 
well fixed and provided for. This appears not 
only from what has been already ſaid of that 
Law-giver, but more manifeſtl Tem a Paſſage 

in Diodorus; who tells us, That Anti- 

Lib. 28. pater, one of Alexander's Captains, abro- 
gated the Popular Government (in Athens) 

and reſtored the Power of Suffrages and Magiſtracy, 
to ſuch only as were worth two thouſand Drachmas ; by 
tubich means, ( lays he) that Republick came to 
e 


D 


3 5 ky ot 


a; 


in Arnns and Rowr! 21 
| be [again] adminiſtred by the Laws of Solon. By 
this Quotation, tis manifeſt, that great Au- 
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„ | thor look d upon Solon's Inſtitution, and a Po- 
© | pular Government to be two different things. 
d And as for this Reſtoration by Antipater, it had 
neither Conſequence nor Continuance worth ob- 
3 ſerving. . 
I might eafily produce many more Exam- 
h ples, but theſe are ſufficient: And it may be 
worth the Reader's time to reflect a little u 
at Þ on the Merits of the Cauſe. as well as of the 
0. Men who had been thus dealt with by their 
al Country. I ſhall direct him no further than by 
as Þ repeating, that Ariftides was the moſt renowned 
of by the 13 themſelves for his exact Juſtice 
and Knowledge in the Law. That Themiſtocles was 
le a moſt fortunate Admiral, and had got « mighty 
x Victory over the great King of Perfia's Fleet; That 
Periales was an able Miniſter of State, an excellent 
as Þ Orator, and a Man of Letters; And laſtly, that 
vas Phocion, befides the Succeſs of his Arms, was alſo 
renowned for his Negotiations abroad, having in an 
Embaſſy brought the greateſt Monarch of the World at 
Vas that time, to the Terms of an honourable Peace, by 
which his Country was preſerved. a . 
eu I ſhall conclude my Remarks upon Athens, 
ery with the Character given us of that People by 
not Poly bius. About this time (lays he) the Athenians 
were governed by two Men, quite ſunk in their Affairs; 
age bad little or no Commerce with the reſt of Greece, 
and were become great Reverencers of Crown'd Heads. 
Fox from the time of Alexander's Captains, 
ens) till Greece was ſubdued by the Romans, ( to the 
aq latter part of which this Deſcription of Polybizs 
3 Off falls in) Athens never produced oue f.mous Man 


. C 3 either 
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either for Councils or Arms, or hardly for 
Learning. And indeed it was a dark inſipid 
Period through all Greece: For except the 
Achaian League under Aratus and Phi en, 
and the Endeavours of Aris and Cleowenes to re- 
ſtore the State of Sparta, fo frequently harraſſed 
by Tyranmes occaſioned by the Popular Practiſes 
of the Epboyi, there was very little worth Re- 
cording. All which Confequences may perhaps 
be juſtly imputed to this Degeneracy of Athens. 
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CHAP. 10. 


Of the DISSENTION S Between the PATRI- 
* CIANS and PLEKEIANS in ROME, with the Con- 
ſequences they bad upon that STATE. 


AVING in the foregoing Chapter confined 

my ſelf to the Procecdin s of the Com- 
Mons, only by the Method x Impeachments a- 
gainſt particular Perſons, with the fatal Effects 
they had upon the State of Athens; I ſhall 
now treat of the Diſſentions at Rome between the 
People and the Collective Body of the Patric 
#ns or Nobles. It is a. large Subject, but I ſhall 
draw it into as narrow a Compaſs as I can, 
As Greece from the moſt antient Accounts we 

| have of it, was divided into ſeveral Kingdoms, 
| ſo was moſt part of ah into ſeveral 
Dyoniſ. Nins Commonwealt 18. And as thoſe 
Halica, Kings in Greece are ſaid to have been 
2 5 depoled by their People upon the ſcore 
of their Arbitrary Proceedings, ſo on the con- 
trary, the Commonwealths of Italy were all 
ſwallowed up, and concluded in the TTY 
het ee bell eanogers 1h OY 2 
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of the Roman Emperors. However the Differen- 
ces between thoſe Grecian Monarchies, and Halian 
Republicks were not very great: For, by the 
Accounts Homer gives us of thoſe Grecian Prin- 

who came to the Siege of Troy, as well as 
by ſeveral * in the Odyſes; it is ma- 
nifeſt, that the Power of theſe Princes in their 
ſeveral States, was much of a fize with that 
of the Kings in Sparta, the Archon at Athens, 
the Suffetes at Carthage, and the Conſuls in Rome: 
So that a limited and divided” Power ſeems to 
have been the moſt antient and inherent Prin- 
ciples of both thoſe People in Matters of Go- 
vernment. And ſuch did that of Rome continue 
from the time of Roniulus, tho' with ſome In- 
1 to Julius Ceſar, when it ended in 
the Tyranny of a fingle Perſon. During which 
Period; (not many years longer than from the 
Norman Conqueit to our Age) the Commons 
were growing by degrees into Power and Pro- 
rty, gaining Ground upon the Patricians, as 
It were Inch by Inch, till at laſt they quite o- 
yerturned the Ballance, leaving all Doors open 
to the Practices of popular —1 ambitious Men, 
who deſtroyed the wiſeſt Republick, and en- 
flaved the nobleſt People that ever entred up- 
on the Stage of the World. By what Steps 
and Degrees this was brought to paſs, ſhall b 
the Subject of my preſent Enquiry, _ 
Wiz Rome was governed by Kings, the 
Monarchy was altogether Elective. Romulus him- 
ſelf, when he had built the City, was declared 
King by the univerſal Conſent of the People, 
— by Augury, which was then underſtood for 
Divine Appointment. Among other Diviſions he 
made of the People, one was into Patricians and 
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Plebeians: The former were like the Barons of 


England ſome time after the Conqueſt ; and the 


latter are alſo deſcribed -to be almoſt exactly 
what our Commons were then. For, they were 
Dependants upon the Patricians, whom they 
choſe for their Patrons and Protectors, to an- 
ſwer for their Appearance, and defend them 
in any Proceſs: They alſo ſupplied their Pa- 
trons with Money in exchange for their Pro- 
tection. This Cuſtom of Patronage, it ſeems Was 


very antient, and long practiſed among the 
Greeks 


Ovr of theſe Patricians, Romulus choſe an hun- 
dred to be a Senate or Grand Council, for Advice 
and Aſſiſtance to him in the Adminiſtration. 
The Senate therefore, originally conſiſted all 
of Nobles, and were of eee à Standing 
Council, the People being only convoked upon 
ſuch Oceaſions as by this Inſtitution of Romulus 
fell into their Cognizance: Thoſe were to con- 
ſtitute Magiſtrates, to give their Votes for ma- 
king Laws, and to adviſe upon entring on a 
War. But the two former of theſe — 
Privileges were to be confirmed by Authority 
of the Senate; and the laſt was only permitted 
at the King's Pleaſure. This was the utmoſt 
Extent of Power pretended by the Commons in 
the time of Romulus ; all the reſt being divided 
between the King and the Senate; the whole 
agreeing very ——_ with the Conſtitution of 
England, for ſome Centuries after the Conqueſt. 

AFTER a Year's interregnum from the Death of 
Romulus, the Senate of their own Authority 
choſe a Succeſſor, and a Stranger meerly upon 
the Fame of his Virtue, without aſking the — 
ſent of the Couuoxs ; which Cuſtom they like- 
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wiſe obſerved in the two following Kings. 
But in the Election of Tarquinius Priſcus the 
fifth King, we firſt hear mentioned that it was 
done, Populi impetrats venia, which indeed was 
but very reaſonable tor a tree People to expect; 
tho* I cannot remember in my little Reading, 
by what Incidents they were brought to advanee 
ſo great a Step. However it were, this Prince 
in Gratitude to the People by whoſe Conſent 
he was choſen, elected a hundred Senators out 
of the Commons, whoſe Number with former 
Additions was now amounted to three hundred. 

Tux People having once diſcovered their 
own Strength, did ſoon take occafion to exert 
it, and that by very great Degrees, For 
at this King's Death (who was murder'd by 
the Sons of a former ) being at a loſs for a 
Succeſſor, Servius Tullius, a Stranger, and of 
mean Extraction, was choſen Protector of the 
Kingdom, -by the People, without the conſent of 
the Senate; at which the Nobles being diſpleaſ 
ed, he wholy applied himſelf, to gratifie the 
Commons, and was by them declared and con- 
firmed no longer Protector, but King. | 

Tuis Prince firſt introduced the Cuſtom of 

iving freedom to Servants, ſo as to become 

itizens of equal Privileges with the reſt, which 
very much contributed to encreaſe the Power of 
the People, | 

Tavs in a very few Years the Commons. 
proceeded fo far as to wreſt even the Power of 
chufing 2 King entirely out of the Hands of 
the Nobles: which was ſo great a Leap, and 
cauſed ſuch a Convulfion and Struggle in the 
State, that the Conſtitution could not bear it; 
but Civil Diſſentions aroſe, which immediately 
Wera 
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were followed ” the Tyranny of a fingle Per- 
fon, as this was by the utter Subverſion of the 
Regal Government, and by a Settlement upon 
2 new Foundation. For the Nobles ſpighted 
at this Indignity done them by the Commons, 
firmly united in a Body, depoſed this Prince Men 
by plain Force, and choſe Tarquin the Proud, who 
running into all the Forms and Methods of T'y-Mini 
ranny, after a cruel Reign was expelled by an th. 
univerſal Concurrence of Nobles and People, 
_ the Miſeries of his Reign had recon- 
War the Conſular Government began, the 
Balance of Power between the Nobles and Ple- Ii 
beians was fixed anew. The two firſt Conſuliſ ff 
were nominated by the Nobles, and confirmed 
by the Commons; and a Law was enacted, 
hat no Perſon ſhould bear any Magiftracy in 
Nome, injuſſu Populi; that is, without Conſent off 
In ſuch turbulent Times as theſe, many of the bu 
er Citizens had contracted numerous Debts, 
either to the Richer fort among themſelves, or 
to Senators and other Nobles: and the Caſe 
Of Debtors in Rome, for the firſt four 
*4þ Urbe *Centuries, was, after the ſet time for 
eondit& Payment, no Choice, but either to pay 
odr to be the Creditor's Slave. In this 
Juncture the Commons quit the City in Munity Ii 
and Diſcontent, and will not return but upon i 
condition to be acquitted of all their Debts; 
and moreover that certain Magiſtrates be choſen 
yearly, whoſe Bufineſs it ſhall be to defend 
the Commons from Injuries. Theſe are called 
Trilunes of the People, their Perſons are held Sa- 
ered and Inviolable, and the People bind them- 


ſelves 
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ſelves by Oath never to abrogate the Office. 
By theſe Tribunes in proceſs of time, the Peo- 
ple were op impoſed on to ferve the Turns 
and Occations of revengeful or ambitious Men, 
and to commit ſuch Exorbitances as could not 
end, but in.the Diffolution of the Government, 
Tuzsz Tribunes a Year or two after their 


the Nobles and the Commons, on account of 
Coriolanus, a Nobleman, whom the latter had 
mpeached, and the Confequences of whoſe Im- 
peachment (if I had not confined my ſelf to Gre- 
nean Examples for that part of my Subject) had 
like to have been ſo fatal to their State. And 
from this time the Tribunes began a Cuſtom 
of accuſing to the People whatever Noble they 
pleas'd, ſeveral of whom were Baniſh'd or put 
to Death in every Age. | 

Ar this time the Romans were very much en- 
gaged in Wars with their Net — I 5 
ne but upon the leaſt Intervals of Peace, the Quar- 
ts, Nrels between the Nohles and the Plebeians would 
or Hrevive; and one of the moſt frequent Subjects of 
ſe their Differences was the Conquered Lands, which 
ur the Commons would fain have divided among the 
or EPublick ; but the Senate could not be brought 
Ly Ito give their Conſent. For ſeveral of the wiſeſt 
118 among the Nobles began to apprehend the grow- 
ty Ring Power of the People; therefore knows 
on ing what an Acceſſion thereof would accrue to 
s ; them, by fuch an Addition of Property, uſed 
en all means to prevent it: For this the Ahn Fa- 
mily was moſt noted, and thereupon moſt ha- 
ed ted by the Commons. One of them having 
a- made a Speech againſt this Diviſion of Lands, 
n- was Impeaeh'd by the People of High * 


Inſti tution, kindled great Diſſentions between 
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and a Day appointed for his Tryal; but dif- 
daining - =. 4: his Defence, choſe rather the 
uſual Reman Remedy of killing himſelf: After 
whoſe Death the Commons prevailed, and the 
Lands were divided among them. 

Tais point was no ſooner gained, but new 
Difſentions began: For the Plebeians would fain 
have a Law Enacted to lay all Mens Rights 
and Privileges upon the ſame Level; and to 
enlarge the Power of every Magiſtrate within 
his own Juriſdiction, as much as that of the 
Conſuls. The Tribunes alſo obtained to have 

their Number doubled, which before 

Dieny/. was Five, and the Author tells us, that 

Halica. their Inſolence and Power encreaſed 

with their Number, and the Seditions 
were alſo doubled with it. 

By the Beginning of the Fourth Century from 
the Building of Reme, the Tribunes proceeded 
ſo far in the name of the Commons, as to ac- 
cuſe and fine the Conſuls themſelves, who re- 
preſented the Kingly Power. And the Senate 
obſerving, how in all Contentions they were 
forced to yield to the Tribunes and People, 
thought it their wiſeſt Courſe to give way al- 
ſo to Time: Therefore a Decree was made 
to ſend Ambaſſadors to Athens, and the other 
Grecian Commonwealths planted in that part of 
Italy calPd Grecia Major, to make a Collection 
of the beſt Laws; out of which and ſome of 
their own, a new compleat Body of Law was 
formed, afterwards known by the name of the 
Laus of the Twelve Tables. - | | 
To digeſt theſe Laws into Order, Ten Men 
were Choſen, and thc Adminiſtration of all Af. 
fairs left in their Hands; what uſe they mac 

| — 
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of it has been already ſhewn, It was certainly 
a great Revolution, produced entirely by- the 
many unjuſt Encroachments of the People; and 
might have wholy changed the Fate of Rome, 
if the Folly and Vice of thoſe who were chiefly 
concern'd, could have ſuffered it to take Root. 

A few Years after, the Commons made fur - 
ther Advances on the Power of the Nobles ; de- 
manding among the reft, that the Conſul ſhip, 
which hitherto had only been diſpoſed to the 
former, ſheuld now lie in common to the Pre-- 
tentions of any Roman whatſoever. This, tho" 
it fail'd at preſent, yet afterward obtained, and 
was a mighty Step to the Ruin of the Com- 
monwealth. 

Wrar I have hitherto ſaid of Rome, has been 
chiefly Collected out of that exact and —_— 
Writer Dionyſius Halicarnaſſeus ; whoſe Hiſtory 
(thro' the Injury of time) reaches no farther 
than to the Beginning of the fourth Centur 
after the Building of Rome. The reſt I fhall 
ſupply from other Authors; tho' I do not think 
it neceflary to deduce'this Matter any further, 
ſo very particularly as I have hitherto done. 

To point at what time the Ballance of Pow- 
er was moſt equally held between the Lords 
and Commons in Rome, would perhaps admit a 
Controverfie. Polybizs tells us, that in 
the ſecond Punick War, the Carthazinians Fragm. 
were declining, becauſe the Ballance lib. 6. 
was got too much on the fide of the | 
People ; Whereas the Romans were in their great - 
eſt Vioour, by the Power remaining in the Se- 
nate; yet this was between Two and Three 
Hundred Years after the Period Dionyſius ends 
with; in which time the Commons h — 
Sve 


they 


ons which he 
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ſeveral farther Acquifitions. This however mult 
be granted, that "rr about the middle of the 


fourth Century) when the Senate appeared reſe 
Jute at any time upon exerting their Authority, 
and adhered cloſely together, they did often car 

their point, Befides, it is obſerved 
Dionyſins by the beſt Authors, that in all the 
Hal. Pla- Quarrels and Tumults at Rome, from 
tareb, &c. the expulſion of the Kings; . tho' thi 


contumelious Language, and ſometimes ſo fa 
as to pull and hale one another about the Forum 


yet no Blood was ever drawn in any popula 


-ommotions, till the time of the Gracchi. How 
ever, I am of Opinion, that the Ballance hat 
many years before to lean to the popula! 
fide ; But this default was @orre&ed, partly b 
the Principle juſt mentioned, of never drawing 


Blood in a Tumult; partly by the Warlik4F 
Genius of the People, which in thoſe Ages was 


almoſt perpetually employ'd; and partly by 
their great Commanders who by 9 redi 
ad in their Armies, fell into the Scale 
as 2 farther counterpoiſe to the growing Powe 
of the People. Behdes, Polibyus, who lived ir 


the time of Scipio Africanus the younger, had th 


ſame -apprehenfions of the continual Encroach 
ents made by the Commons ; and being a Per 


Foo of as great Abilities, and as much Sagacit) 
as any of his Age; from obſerving the Corrupt} 
ys had already entered into the 
Roman Conſtitution, did very nearly foretel whatff, 
would be the Iſſue of them. His Words ard 
very remarkable, and with little addition may 


be rendred to this purpoſe. That thoſe 


4 5. 


4 95 frequently proceeded to rudi 


len 


Abuſes and Corruptions which in time deri. 
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Government, are ſown along with the very Seeds of 
Mt, and both grow up together. And that as Ruſt eats 
away Iron, and Worms devour Wood, and both ave 4 
ſort of Plagues born and bred along with the Subſtance 
they deftroy, ſo with every Form and Scheme of Govern- 
ec ment that Man can invent, ſome Vice or Corruption 
creeps in with the very Inſtitution, which grows. up a- 
long with, and at laſt deftroys it, The ſame | 
h Author in another place, ventures ſo Fragm. 
far as to gueſs at the particular Fate ib. 6. 
vwhich would attend the Roman Govern- 
ment. He ſays, its Ruin would ariſe from the 
popular Tumults, which would introduce 2 
Dominatio Plebis, or Tyranny of the People 
herein *tis certain he had reaſon ; and there- 


1, Wore might have adventured to purſue his Con- 
bilhectures ſo far, as to the Conſequences of 2 
n popular Tyranny, which as perpetual Experi- 


Fence teaches, never fails to be followed by the 
rbitrary Government of a fingle Perſon. 
ABouT the middle of the Fourth Century 
om the Building of Rome, it was declared law- 
ul for Nobles and Plebeiaxs to intermarry; which 
uſtom, among many other States, has proved 
he moſt effectual means to ruin the former, 
and raiſe the latter. SRL x 
AnD now the greateſt Employments in the 
State were one after another, by Laws forcea- 
{ly Enacted by the Commons, made free to the 
People ; the Con ſulſbip it ſelf, the Office of Cenſor, 
{hat of the Queſtors or Commiſſioners of the Trea- 
Fury, the Office of Prætor, or Chief Juſtice, the 
ard Frieſtbood, and even that of DiFator. The Senate 
after long oppoſition, yielding meerly for pre- 
lent quiet to the continual urging Clamours of 
ne Commons, and of the Tribuxes their — 
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A Law was likewiſe Enacted, that the Plebiſcits, 
or 4 Vote of the Houſe of Commons, ſhould be of 
Univerſal Obligation; nay in time the method 
of Enacting Laws was wholy inverted : For 
1 2 the Senate u 0 of * 8 . 
Dionyſ. firm the Plebiſcits; the People did at 
lib. 2. laſt as they pleaſed, oc di ſanul 
the Senatuſconſulta. | | 
Arrius CLavpivs brought in a Cuſtom of ad- 
mitting to the Senate the Sons of Freed Men, 
or of ſuch who had once been Slaves; by which 
and ſucceeding Alterations of the like nature, that 
great Council degenerated into a moſt corrupt 
and factious Body of Men, divided againft it 
ſelf; and its Authority became deſpiſed. 
Tux Century and half following, to the end 
of the third Punick War by the Deſtruction 
of Carthage, was'a very bufie Period at Rome: 
'The Intervals between every War being ſo ſhort, 
that the Tribunes and People had hard y Leiſure 
or Breath to engage in Domeſtick Diflentions 
However, the little time they could ſpare, was 
generally employed the ſame way. So Teren- 
tins Leo, a Tribune, is recorded to have baſely 
proſtituted the Privileges of a Roman Citizen, in 
rfect ſpite to the Nobles. So the great African 
ipio and his Brother, after all their mighty 
Services, were Impeached by an ungrateful 


Commons. 


_ Howzevzs, the Warlike Genius of the Peo- 
le, and continual Employment they had for it, 
rved to divert this Humour from running in- 

to 2 Head till the Age of the Gracchi. 

Tusk Perſons entring the Scene in the time 
of a full Peace, fell violently upon advancing 
the Power of the People, by reducing into 
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Practice all thoſe Eneroachments which they 
had been ſo many Years a gaining, There were 
— 2 * — certain Conquered — to be di vid- 
, e 2 great private Eſtate leſt by a King. 
Theſe the Tribunes, by . of the elder 
Gracchus, declared by their Legiſlative Autho- 
rity, were not to be diſpoſed of by the Nobleg, 
but by the Commons only. The younger Brother 
purſued the ſame Deſign ; and beſides, obtain- 
ed a Law, that all [talians ſhould vote at E- 
lections, as well as the Citizens of Rome: In 
fhort, the whole Endeavours of them both per- 
petually turned upon retrenching the Nobles Au- 
thority in all things, but eſpecially in the mat- 
ter of Fudicature, And tho' they both loſt their 
Lives in thoſe purſuits, yet they traced out 


ſuch ways as were afterwards followed by Aa- 


rius, Sylla, Pompey and Caſar, to the Ruin of the 
Roman Freedom and Greatneſs. | N 
For in the time of Marius, Saturninus a Tri- 
bune procured a Law, that the Senate ſhould be 
bound by Oath to agree to whatever the Peo- 
le 7 Enact: And Marius himſelf, while 
e was in that Office of Tribune, is record - 
ed to have with great Induſtry uſed all En- 
deavours for deprefling the Nobles and raiſing 
the People; particularly for cramping the for- 
mer in — Power of Fudicature, which was their 
moſt Antient and Inherent Right, 
STLL 4, by the ſame meaſures became perfect 
Tyrant of Rome; he added Three hundred 
Commons to the Senate, which perplexed the 
Power of the whole Order, and rendred it in- 
effectual; then flinging off the Maſk, he a- 
boliſhed the Office of Tribune, as being only 
2 Scaffold to Tyranny; whereof he had no fur- 
ther uſe, D | Av 
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As to Pompey and Ceſar, Platarch tells us, that 
their union for pulling down the Nobles, (by 
their Credit with the People) was the cauſe 
of the Civil War, which ed in the Ty- 
_ of the latter; both of them in their 
Conſulſhips having uſed all endeavours and oc- 
caſions for finking the Authority of the Patrici- 
«ns, and giving way to all Encroachments of 
the People, wherein they expected beſt to find 
their own Account. | 

Faom this DeduQion of Popular Encroach- 
ments in Rome, the Reader will eafily judge 
how much the Ballance was fallen upon that 
fide. Indeed by this time the very foundati- 
on was re, and it was a moral Impoſſi- 
bility that the Republick could ſubſiſt any 
— — For the Commons having uſurp'd the 

ce of the State, and trampled on the Senate, 
there was no Government left but a Domina- 
tio Plebis: Let us therefore examine how they 
proceeded in this conjuncture. 

I think it is an univerſal Truth, that the 
People are much more dexterous at pulling 
down and fetting up, than at preſerving what 
is fixt; And they are not fonder of ſeizing more 
than their own, than they are of delivering it 
up _ to the worf Bidder, with their own into 

— — For altho' in their corrupt No- 
tions of Divine Worſhip, they are apt to multi- 
ply their Gods ; yet their Earthly Devotion i 
eldom paid to above one Idol at a time, of their 
own Creation; whoſe Oar they pull with les 
murmuring, and much more Skill than when 
Go? ſhare the Lading, or even bold the Helm. 

N ſeveral Provinces of the Roman Empire 
were now governed by the great Men _ their 

\s State; 
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+ State; thoſe upon the Frontiers with powerful 
mies, either for Conqueſt or Defence. Theſe 
eSGSevernors upon any Defigns of Revenge or Am- 
7 bition, were ſure to meet with a divided Power 
ir at home, and therefore bent all their Thoughts 
| 20d Applications to cloſe in with the People, 
1 
pf 
d 
h 


who were now by many degrees the ſtronger 
e 


Party. Two of reateſt Spirits that Rome 


ever produc'd, _— to live at the ſame time, 


und to be engaged in the ſame Purſuit; and this 

at a juncture the moſt dangerous for ſuch a Con- 
eſt teſt. 'Theſe were Pompey and Ceſar, two Stare 
at of ſuch a Magnitude, that their Conjunction was 
i- as likely to be Fatal as their Oppoſition. | 
li- Taz Tribune and People having now ſubd 
wy all Competitors, began the laſt Game of a pre- 
zo | valent Populace, which is that of chuſing them- 
te ſelves a Mafter; while the Nobles foreſaw, and 
a uſed all Endeavours left them, to prevent it. 
ey] The People at firſt made Pompey their Admiral, 

with full Power over all the Mediterranean ; ſoon 
hell after Captain-General of all the Roman Forces, 
and Governor of Aft. Pompey on the other fide 
reftored the Office of Tribune, which Sila had 
t down; and in his Conſulſhip procured 2 
w for Examining into the Miſcarriages of Men in 
5 er Command for Twenty Years paſt. Many other 
| E of Pompey's Popularity are left us on 
Record, who was a perfect Favourite of the Peo- 
ple, and deſigned to be more; but his Pretentions 


introducing them upon the Stage. For Ceſar, 
len with his Legions in Gaul, was a rr Check 
upon his Deſigns; and in the Arts of pleaſin 
the People, did ſoon after get many Length 
beyond him. For he tells us himſelf, that the 
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Senate by a bold effort having made ſome ſe- 
vere Decrees againſt - his Proceedings, and a- 
gainſt the Tribunes, . theſe all left the City and 
went over te his Party, and conſequently along 
with them, the Affections and Intereſts of the 
People; which is further manifeſt from the Ac- 
counts he gives us of the Citizens in ſeveral 
Towns, mutining againſt their Commanders, 
and delivering both to his Devotion. Be- 
Rides, Ceſar's publick and avowed Pretenfions 
for beginning' the Civil-War, were to reſtore 
the Tribunes and the People, oppreſt (as he 
pretended) by the Noble. - 12 

Tais forced Pompey againſt his Inclinations, 
upon the Neceſſity of et fides, for fear 
of being forſaken by both; and of cloſing in 
with the Senate and Chief Megiftrates, by whom 
he was choſen General againſt Ceſar. 

Taus at length, the Senate (at leaſt the Pri- 
mitive part of them, the Nobles ) under Pompey, 
and the Commons under Ceſar, came to a final 
Decifion of the long Quarrels between them. 
For, I think, the Ambition of Private Men, did 
by no means begin or occafion this War; 
though Civil Diflentions never fail of intro- 
ducing and ſpiriting the Ambition ef Private 
Men; who thus became indeed the great In- 
ſtruments for deciding of ſuch Quarrels, and at 
laſt are ſure to ſeize on the Prize. But no Man 
that ſees a Flock of Vultures hovering over 
two Armies ready. to engage, can juſtly charge 
the Blood drawn in the Battle to them, though 


the Carcaſſes fall to their ſhare. For while the 
Ballance of Power is equally held, the Ambiti- 
on of priyate Men, whether Orators or great 
Commanders, gives neither Danger nor Fear, 

nor 
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nor can poſſibly enſlave their Country; but That 
once broken, the divided Parties are forced to 
unite each to its Head, under whoſe Conduct 
or Fortune one fide is at firſt Victorious, and at 
laſt borh are Slaves. And to put it paſt diſpute, 
that this entire Subverfion of the Roman Libe 

and Conſtitution, was altogether owing to thoſe 
Meaſures which had broke the Ballance between 
the Patricians and Plebeians, whereof the Ambitien 
of particular Men was but an Effect and Conſe- 
quence; we need only confider, that when the 
uncortupted part of the Senate, had by the 
Death of Ceſar, made one great Effort to Re- 
ſtore their former State and Liberty, the Suc- 
ceſs did not anſwer their hopes, but that whole 
Aſſembly was ſo ſunk in its Authority, that 
thoſe Patriots were forced to fly, and give 
way to the Madneſs of the People; who by 
their own Diſpoſitions ſtirred up with tie Ha- 
„ rangues of their Orators, were now wholy bent 
upon Single and Deſpotick Slavery. Elſe, how 
1. could ſuch a Profligate as Antony, or a Boy of 
d Þ eighteen, like Ocavius, ever dare to dream of 
; giving the Law to ſuch an Empire and Peo- 
„ple: wherein the latter ſucceeded, and entailed 
e the vileſt Tyranny that Heaven in its Anger 
1- 
Ts 
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ever inflicted on a Corrupt and Poyſon'd Peo- 

ple. And this, with ſo little appearance at Cæ- 
in far's Death, that when Cicero wrote to Brutus, 
er ow he had prevailed by his Credit with O&#a- 
ze I vis, to promiſe him (Brutus) Pardon and Se- 
h Þ curity for his Perſon ; that Great Roman received 
ie the Notice with the utmoſt Indignity, and re- 
ti- turned Cicero an Anſwer (yet upon Record) full 
at of the higheſt Reſentment and Contempt for 
ir, | ſuch an Offer, and from ſuch a Hand. 
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HAI ended all Shew or Shadow of Liberty 
in Rome. Here was the R 


in the Boſom of a Nero and a Caligaln, a 
and a Domitian. . * A 

LzT us now ſee from this Deduction of par- 
ticular Impeachments, and general Diſſentions 
in Greece and Rome, what Concluſions may na- 
; 2 * — 1 2 Inſtruction any other 
tate, that may upon many Points labour 
| x under the like 2 5 
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CHAP. IV. 


Pos the Subject of Impeathments we may 
f obſerve, that the Cuſtom of accuſing the 
Nobles to the People, either by themſelves or their 
Orators, (now ſtiled 4» Impeachment in the Name 
of the Commons) has been very antient both in 
Greece and Rome, as well as Carthage ; and there- 
fore may ſeem to be the Inherent Right of a 
Free People; nay perhaps it is really fo: But 
then it is to be confidered, Firſt; that this Cu- 
ſtom was peculiar to Republicks, or ſuch States 
where the Adminiſtration was principally in the 
Hands of the Commons, and' ever raged more 
or leſs according to their Encroachments 
abſolute Power; having been always look'd up- 
on by the wiſeſt Men, and bef# Authors. of 
thoſe times, as an effect of Licentiouſneſs, and 
not of Liberty; a Diſtinction which no multi- 
tude either Repreſented or Collefive, has been at 
any time very nice in obſerving. However, 
perhaps this Cuſtom in a Popular State of Im» 
Las peaching 
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in Arnxxs and Rout. 29 
peaching particular Men, may ſeem to be no- 
ing elſe but the Peoples chuſing upon Occa- 
n, to exerciſe their own Juriſdiction in Per- 
ſon, as if a King of England ſhould fit as Chief 
Juſtice in his Court of Xing Bench, which they 
ſay, in former times he ſometimes did. But in 
ney which was called a Kingly Government, 
gh the People were perfectly Free, yet be- 
cauſe the Adminiſtration was in the Two Kings, 
and the Ephori (with the Aſſiſtance of the 
nate) we read of no Impeachments by the Peo- 
ple, nor was the Proceſs againſt Great Men, ei- 
ther upon account of Ambition or ill Conduct, 
it reach'd ſometimes to Kings them- 
ſelves, ever formed that way, as I can recol- 
le& : but only paſt through thoſe Hands where 
the Adminiſtration lay. So likewiſe during the 
Regal Government in Rome, though it was in- 
ſtituted a mixt Monarchy, and the People 
made great Advances in Power; yet I do not 
remember to have read of one Impeachment 
from the Commons againſt a Patrician, till the 
Conſular State began, and the People had made 
Encroachments upon the Adminiſtration. 
ANOTHER thing to be confidered is, That al- 
lowing this Right of Impeaching to be as in- 
herent as they pleaſe: Yet if the Commons 
have been r miſtaken in the Merits 
of the Cauſes and the Perſons, as well as in 
the Conſequences of ſuch Impeachments upon 
the Peace of the State; one cannot conclude 
leſs, than that the Commons in Greece and Rome, 
(whatever they may be in other States) were 
by no means qualified either as Proſecutors or 
Judges in ſuch matters; and therefore, that it 
would have been prudent, to have reſerved 
| D 4 theie 


46 Conteſts and Diſſentions 
theſe Privileges dormant, never to be produced 
but upon very great and urging Occafions, 
where the State is in apparent danger, the 
univerſal Body of the People in Clamours a- 
gainſt the Admininiſtration, and no other Re- 
medy in view. But for a few Popular Orators 
or 'Trit-aes, upon the Score of perſonal Pigues; 
or to employ the Pride they conceive in ſeeing themſelves 
at the Head of a Party; Or, as a Method for Advance- 
ment: Or, moved themſelves at the Head of a Party; 
Or, 4s a Method for Advancement: Or, moved by certain 
Arguments that could make Demoſthenes 
Philippize; For ſuch Men, I fay, when the State 
would of it ſelf ladly be quiet, and has beſides 
Affairs of the lat Importance upon the Anvil, 
to Impeach Miltiades after a great Naval Victory for 
not purſuing the Perſian Fleet, To Impeach Ariſtides, 
the Perſon moſt verſed among them in the Knowledge 
and Practice of their Laws, for a blind ſuſpicion of his 
acting in an Arbitrary way; ( that is, as they expound 
it, not in Concert with the People): To Impeach Peri- 
cles, after all his Services for a few Paultry Accounts; 
Or to Impeach Phocion, who had been guilty of no other 
Crime but Negociating a Treaty for the Peace and Securi- 
2 of bis Country: What could the Continuance of 
uch Proceedings end in, but the utter Diſ- 
couragements of all virtuous Actions and Perſons, 
and conſequently in the Ruin of a State ? There- 
fore the Hitoriuns of thoſe Ages ſeldom fail to 
ſet this matter in all its Lights; leaving us the 
higheſt and moſt honourable Ideas of thoſe Per- 
ſons, who ſuffered by the Perſecution of the 
People, together with the fatal Conſequences 
they had, and how the Perſecutors ſeldom failed 
to repent when it was too late. 


THESE 


E 


in Arnzus and Rows: 41 
d Tarsx Impeachments perpetually falling up- 


on many of the beſt Men both in Greeee and 
Rome, are à Cloud of Witnefles, and Examples 
enough to diſcourage Men of Virtue and Abili- 
ties from engaging in the Service of the Pub- 
lick; and help on rother fide, to introduce 
the Ambitious, the Covetous, the Superficial, 
and the Ill-defigning ; who are as apt to be 
Bold and Forward, and Medling, as the former 
are to be Cautious and Modeſt, and Reſerved. 
This was ſo well known in Greece, that an Ez» r- 
neſs after Employments in the State, was look'd 
upon by Wiſe Men, as the worſt Title one 
could ſet up; and made Plato ſay, That all 
Men were as good as they ought, the Quarrel in a Com- 
monwealth ewould be, not as it is now, who {ſhould be 
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S, [Miniſters of State, but who ſbould not be ſo. And Socra- 
26 tes is introduced by Xenophon ſeverely I 
is chiding a Friend of his for not entring lib. Me 
into the Publick Service, when he was morab. 
i- every way qualified for it. Such a back- 


wardneſs there was at that time among good 
Men to engage with an uſurping People,and a Set . 
of pragmatical ambitious Orators, And Dio- 
lorus tells us, that when the Petaliſn | 
vas erected at Syracuſe, in imitation of the Oftra- 
iſm at Athens, it was ſo notoriouſly levelled a+ 
gainſt all who had either Birth and Merit to re- 
ommend them, that whoever had either, with- 
irew for Fear, and would have no concern in 
Publick Affairs. So that the People themſelves 
vere forced to abrogate it for fear of bringing 
ll things into Confuſion. | 

Tuzkk is one thing more to be obſerved, 
wherein all the Popular Impeachments in Greece 
ad Rome ſeem to have agreed; and that 
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42 Conteſts and Diſſentions 
was, a Notion they had of being concerned in 
Point of Honour to condemn whatever Perſon they 
Impeached, however frivolous the Articles were 
upon which they began, or however weak the 
Surmiſes whereon they were to proceed in their 
Proofs. For, to conceive, that the Body of the 
People could be miftaken, was an Indignit 
not to be imagined, till the Conſequences ha 
convinced them when it was paſt Remedy, 
And I look upon this as a Fate to which all Po- 

lar Accufations are ſubject ; though I ſhould 
Mink that the ſaying, Vox popnli, Vox Dei, ought 
to be underſtood of the Univerſal Bent 2nd 
Current of a. People, not of the bare Majority of 
2 few Repreſentatives; which is often procured 
by little Arts, and great Induſtry and Application, 
wherein thoſe, who engage in the Purſuits of 
Malice and Revenge, are much more Sedulous 
than ſuch as would prevent them. 

From what has been deduced of the Diſſenti- 
ons in Rome, between the two Bodies of Patrici- 
— and Plebeians, ſeveral Reflections may be 

e. 

Firſt, Tuna when the Ballance of Power is 4 
duly fixed in 2 State, nothing is more danger. Po 
ous and unwiſe than to give way to the fr 0 
Sept of Popular Encroachments ; which is uſually; 
done either in hopes of procuring Eaſe and Qur 
et from ſome vexatious Clamour, or elſe mad: 
Aerchandiſe, and meerly Bought and Sold, This is 
breaking into a Conſtitution to ſerve a preſent 
Expedient, or ſupply a pms Exigency : The 
Remedy of an Empirick, to ſtifle the preſent 
Pain, but with certain Proſpe& of ſudden and 
terrible Returns. When a Child grows eafie 
and content by being humoured, and when 2 


Lover 
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Lover becomes fatisfied by fmall Compliances, 
without further pur ſuits, then expect to find 
Fopular Aſſemblies content with ſmall Conceflt- 
ons. If there could one fingle Example be 
brought from the whole Compaſs of Hiſtory, 
of any one Popular Aſſembly, who after be- 
ginning to contend for Power, ever ſat down 
quietly with 2 certain Share: or if one Inſtance 
could be produced of a Popular Aſſembly, that 
ever knew, or prapoled, or declared what ſhare 
of Power was their due; then might there be 
ſome hopes that it were a Matter to be adjuſt 
ed by Reaſonings, by Conferences or Debates: 
But fince all that is manifeſtly otherwiſe, I ſee 
no Courfe to be taken in a Settled State, but a 
eddy conftant Reſolution in thoſe. ro whom 
the re{t of the Ballance is entruſted; never to 
give way ſo far to Popular Clamours, as to 
make the leaſt Breach in the Conſtitution, 
through which a Million of Abuſes and En- 
Cl croachments will certainly in time force their 


Way. 

a . from this Deduction, it will not be 
difficult to gather and aſſign certain Marks of 
er Popular Encroachments; by obſerving of which, 
r/B:koſe who hold the Ballance in —— may 
y doe of the Degrees, and by early Remedies 
ur Band: Application, put a Stop to the fatal Con- 
ade ſequences that would otherwiſe enſue. What 
S thoſe Marks are, has been at large deduced, 
and need not be here repeated. 

Ax orHER Conſequence is this, That [ with 
all reſpect for Popular Aſſemblies be it ſpoke } 
it is hard to recollect one Folly, Infirmity or 
Vice, to which a ſingle Man is ſubjected, and 
om which a Body of Commons either col» 
ver * lecti ve 
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lective or repreſented can be wholy exempt. For, 
befides that they are compoſed of Men with all 


their Infirmities about them; they have alſo 
the ill Fortune to be generally led and influenced 


by the very worſt among themſelves; I mean, 


Popular Orators, Tribunes, or as they are no 
filed, Great Speakers, Leading Men, and the like, 
From whence it comes to paſs, that in their Re- 
fults we have ſometimes found the ſame Spirit 
of Cruely and Revenge, of Malice and Pride; 
the ſame Blindneſs and Obſtinacy, and Unſtea- 
dineſs; the fame ungovernable Rage and Anger; 
the ſame Injuſtice, Sophiſtry and Fraud, that 
ever lodged in the Breaſt of any Individual. 
As AN, In all Free States the Evil to be avoid- 
ed is Tyranny: That is to ſay the Summa Imperii 
or Unlimited Power ſolely in the Hands of the 
One, the Few, or the Many. Now, we have 
ſhewn, that although moſt Revolutions of Go- 
vernment in Greece and Rome began with the Ty- 
ranny of the People, yet they generally conclud- 
ed in that of a fingle Perſon; ſo that an uſurp- 
ing Populace is its own 1 a meer Under- 
worker and a Purchaſer in Truſt for ſome fingle 
Tyrant, whoſe State and Power they advance 
to their own Ruin, with as blind an InfſtinQ, 
as thoſe Worms that die with weaving magnifi- 
cent Habits for being of a ſuperior Nature to 
their own. 


— 


- CHAP. v. 
mow E Reflections upon the late Publick Pro 


ceedings among us, and that variety of Fact: 
ons, into which we are ſtill ſo intricately en- 


gaged, 
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por, Igaged, gave Occaſion to this Diſcourſe. I am 
not conſcious, that I have forced one Example, 
or put it into any other Light than it appeared 
ed to me, long before I had thoughts of producing 
in, it. - 
WE I cannot conclude, without adding ſome parti- 
ce. cular Remarks upon the preſent Poſture of At- 
de- fairs and Diſpoſitions in this Kingdom. 

rie Tux Fate of Empire is grown a common 
ez Place: That all Forms of Government having 
ea been inſtituted by Men, muſt be mortal like 
r their Authors, and have their Periods of Dura- 
at ration limited as well as thoſe private Perſons : 


This is a Truth of Vulgar Knowledge and Ob- 


J ſervation: But there are few, who turn their 


Thoughts to examine how thoſe Diſeaſes in a 
State are bred, that haſten its End; which 
would however be a very uſeful Enquiry. For 
though we cannot «prolong the Period of a Com- 
*Emonwealth beyond the Decree of Heaven, or 
che Date of its Nature, any more than Humane 
Life beyond the Strength of the Seminal Vir- 
Jue; yet we may manage a fickly Conſtitution, 
and preſerye a ſtrong one; we may watch and 
1 Accidents; we may turn off a great 
Blow from without, and purge away an ill 
Humour that is lurking within: and by theſe, 
and other ſuch Methods, render a State long- 
lived, tho' not immortal. Yet ſome Phyſicians 
— have thought, that if it were practicable to 
keep the ſeveral Humours of the Body, in an 
exact equal Ballance of each with its oppoſite, 
it might be immortal; and ſo perhaps would 
ro-Ya Political Body, if the Ballance of Power could 
ci be always held exactly even. But I doubt, this 
en · I is as impoſſible in the Practice as the other. 
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Ir has an Appearance of Fatality, and that 
when the Pericd of a State approaches, when 
2 Concurrence of many Circumſtances both 
within and without, unite towatds its Ruin; 
while the whole Body of the People are either 


ftupidly negligent, or elſe going in with all 
their Might c very Praciices that are 
working their Deſtruction. To ſee whole Bo 
dies of Men breaking a Conſtitution by -the 
oy fame Errors that ſo many have been broke 

re: To obſerve oppoſite Parties, who can a 
gree in nothing elſe, yet firmly united in {uch 
Meaſures, as muſt certainly ruin their Coun 
try: In ſhort, to be encompais'd with th: 


greateſt Dangers from without, to be torn by > 
many virulent Factions within; then to b th 
ſecure and ſenſleſs under all this, and to make ar 
it the very leaſt of our Concern: Theſe ani be 
ſome others that might be named, appear to m th 
to be the moſt likely Symptoms in a State, of i lis 
Sickneſs unto Death. or 

Quo procul a nobis fectat Fortuna gubernans : dc 

Et ratio potius, quam res perſuadeat ipſa. Lucret i 


TuxRk are ſome Conjunctures wherein the 
Death or Diſſolution of Government is more 
lamentable in its Conſequences than it would be 
in others. And, 1 think, a State can never at 
rive to its Period in a more deplorable Crifs 
than at a time when ſome Prince in the Neighbou 
Good, of vaſt Power and Ambition, lies hovering 
like a Vulture to devower, or at leaſt diſmem 
ber its dying Carcaſs; by which means it þ 
comes only a Province or Acquiſition to ſome 
mighty Monarchy, without hopes of a Reſut 
TECLION, | 
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T know very well, there is a Set of ſan- 
ine Tempers, who deride and ridicule in the 
Number of Fopperies all ſuch Apprehenſions 


as theſe. They have it ready in their Mouths, 
that the People of England are of a Genius and 
Temper, never to admit Slavery among them ; 
and they are furniſh'd with a great many Com- 
mon- places upon that Subject. But, it ſeems 
to me, that ſuch Diſcourſes do reaſon upon 
ſhort Views, and a very moderate compaſs of 
Thought. For, I think it a great Error to count 
upon the Genius of a Nation as a ſtanding Ar- 
ument in all Ages; fince there is hardly a 
Foot of Ground in Europe, where the Inhabi- 
tants have not frequently and entirely changed 
their Temper and Genius. Neither can I fee 
any reaſon why the Genius of a Nation ſhou'd 
be more fixed in the Point of Government, 
chan in their Morals, their Learning, their Re- 
ligion, their common Humour and Converſati- 
on, their Diet, and their Complection; which 
do all notoriouſly vary almoſt in every A 
and may every one of them have great Efolts 
upon Mens Notions of Government. 
TS Since the Norman Conqueſt, the Ballance 
Jof Power in Eneland has often varied, and 
© ſometimes been wholly overturned; the Part 
which the Commons had in it, that moſt diſputed 
Point in its Oviginal, Progreſs and Extent, was by 
their own Confeſſions, but a very inconfiderable 


ing ſhare. - Generally ſpeaking, they have been 


gaining ever ſince, tho“ with frequent Inter- 
ruptions, and flow Progreſs. The aboliſhing of 
© Vilanage, together with the Cuſtom introduced 
( or permitted) among the Nobles of ſelling 
E their Lands in the Reign of Hany the Seventh, 
| was 
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46 Conteſts and Diſſentiun. 
was 2 mighty Addition to the Power of the Com- 
mons; yet I think a much greater happened in 
the time of his Succeſſor, at the Diſſolution of fl a 
the Abbies. For this turned the Clergy wholy iſ be 
out of the Scale, who had ſo long filled it; and an 
laced the Commons in their ſtead ; who in a few ſas 
ears became poſſeſſed of vaſt Quantities of thoſe the 
and other Lands, by Grant or Purchaſe. About ſex 
the middle of Queen Zizabeth's Reign, I take the wi 
Power between the Nobles and the Commons to is 
have been in more * Ballance than it was ee 
ever before or ſince. But then, or ſoon after, A 
aroſe a Faction in England, which under the lie 
Name of Puritan, began to grow Popular, by to 
molding up their new Schemes of Religion with Were 
Republican Principles in Government; and gaim er 
ing upon the Prerogative, as well as the Nobles, Wert 
under ſeveral Denominations for the ſpace of a-ſce: 
bout Sixty Years, did at laſt overthrow the be 
Conſtitution, and according to the uſual Courſe get 
of ſuch Revolutions, did introduce a Tyranny, Near 
2 of the People, and then of a ſingle Per- fer 

n. 

In a ſhort time after, the old Government fi 
was revived. But the Progreſs of Affairs for 
moſt Thirty Lears, under the Reigns of Two 
weak Princes, is a Subject of a very different 
Nature ; when the Ballance was in danger to be 
overturned by the Hands that held it, which 
was at laſt very ſeaſonably prevented by the late An 
Revolution. However, as it is the Talent of 
Human Nature to run from one Extream to 
another, ſo, in a very few Years we have made 
mighty Leaps from Prerogative Heights into the 
Depths of Popularity; and I doubt, to the very 
laſt Degree that our Conſtitution will bear. It 

f | were 
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ere to be wiſh'd, that the moſt Auguſt Aſ- 
in ſembly of the Commons would pleaſe to form 
of 2 Pande# of their own Power and Privileges, to 
ly be confirmed by the entire Legiſlative Authority, 
id and that in as ſolemn a manner (if they leaſe) 
was the Magna Charta, But to fix one Foot of 
ſe their Compaſs where-ever they think fit, and 
ut extend the other to ſuch terrible Lengths; 
without diſcribing any Circumference at all, 
is to leave us and themſelves in a very un- 
certain State, avd in a fort of Rotation, that the 
Author of the Oceana never dreamt on. I be- 
lieve the moſt hardy Tribune will not venture 
to affirm at preſent, that any juſt Fears of En- 
croachment are given us from the Regal Pow- 
er or the Few: And, is it then impoſſible to 
err on the other fide? How far mutt we pro- 
-Wceed, or where ſhall we ftop? The Raging of 
the Sea, and the Madneſs of the People are put to- 
gether in Holy Writ; and 'tis God alone who 


urther. . B f 

Tux Ballance of Power in 2 limited State 
-nt is of ſuch abſolute Neceſſity, that Cromwell 
for himſelf, before he had perfectly confirmed his 
wo Tyranny, having ſome Occafions for the Ap- 
ent Mpearance of « Parliament, was forced to create 
and erect an entire new Houſe of Lords ( ſuch 
as it was) for a Counterpoiſe to the Commons. 
\nd indeed, confidering the vileneſs of the 
lay, I have ſometimes wonder'd, -that no 
ribune of that Age durſt ever venture to 


hen about the laſt Ac of a Popular Ulurpation, 
ind Fate or Cromw-ll had already prepared them 


or that of 4 fingle Perſon, I 
finglo Per 1 


can ſay to either, Hitberto ſhalt thou paſs, and 6 


alk the Potter, What doſt thow make? But it was 
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1 have been often amazed at the rude, paſ- 


ſtonate and miſtaken Reſults which have at cer- 
tain Times fallen from great Aſſemblies both 
Antient and Modern, and of other Countries as 
well as our own. This gave me the Opinion 1 
mentioned a while ago, That publick ven- 
tions are liable. to all the Infirmities, Follies 
and Vices of private Men. To which, if there 
be any Exception, it muſt be ef ſuch Aſſemblies 
who att by aniverſal Concert, upon Publick Princi- 
plet, and for Publick Ends; ſuch as proceed up- 
on Debates without «nbecoming Warmths, or Influ« 
ence from particular Leaders and Inflamer 


35 uch 
Whole Members inſtead of canvaſſng to procurt 
Adajerities for their private Opinions, are ready t 
comply with general ſober Reſults, tho contrary 15 
their own Sentiments, Whatever Aſſemblies act 
by theſe and other Methods of the like Nature, 
mult be allowed to be exempt from ſeveral Imper: 
fections to which particular Men are ſubjeCted, 
But I think the Source of moſt Miftakes and 
Miſcarriages, in Matters debated by Publick 
| cn ariſes from the Influence of private 

erſons upon great Numbers; ftil-d in common 
Phraſe Leading Men and Parties, And therefore 
when we ſometimes meet a few Words put toge 
ther, which is called the Vote or Reſolution of ati 
Aﬀembly, and which we cannot poſſibly recon 
cile to Prudence or Publick Good, it is moſt cha- 
ritable to conjecture, that ſuch a Vote has been 
conceived, and born and bred in a private Brain, 
afterwards raiſed and ſupported by an obſequi 
aus Party, and then with uſual Methods cor 
firmed by an —_— Majority, For, let ui 
ſuppoſe five hundred Men, mixt in point « 


Scnſe and Honeſty, as uſually Aﬀemiblies = f 
n 


= . 
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And let us ſuppoſe theſe Men, propoſing, deba- 
ting, reſolving, voting, to the meer 
natural Motions of their own little or much 
Reaſon. and Underſtanding; I do allow, that 
abundance of indigeſted and abortive, many per- 
nicious and fooliſh Overtures would ariſe and 
float a few Minutes ; but then they would die and 
diſappear. Becauſe, this muſt be faid in behalf 
of Human-kind, that common Senſe and plain 
Reaſon, while Men are diſengaged from acquired 
Opinions, will ever have ſome general Influence 
upon their Minds ; whereas the Species of Folly 
and Vice are infinite, and ſo different in every 
Individual, that they could never procure a Ma- 
jority, if other Corruptions did net enter to per- 
12 Underſtandings, and miſguide their 
1118. | 
To deſeribe how Parties are bread in an Af 
ſembly, would be a Work too difficult at pre- 
ſent, and perhaps not altogether ſafe. Periculoſa 
plenum opus ale, Whether theſe who are Lead- 
ers, uſually arrive at that Station more by a 
fort of Inſtinct, or ſecret Compoſition of their 
Nature, or Influence of the Stars, than by the 
Poſſeſſion of any great Abilities, may be a point 
of much Diſpute. But when the Leader is 
once fixed, there will never fail to be Follow- 


Jers. And Man is ſo apt to imitate; ſo much 
Jof the nature of Sheep ( Imitatores, ſervum Pecus ) 


that whoever is ſo bold to give the firſt great 
Leg over the Heads of thoſe about him, (tho he be 


| the worſt of the Flock) ſhall be quickly fol- 
© lowed by the reft. Beſides, when Parties are 


once formed, the Stragglers look fo ridiculous, 
and become fo inſignificant, that they have no 
other way, but to _ into the Herd, _ 

2 - 


52 Conteſts and Diſſent ion: 
at leaſt will hide and protect them; and where 
to be much conſidered, requires only to be very 
violent. * 
Bur there is one Circumſtance witn relation 
to Parties, which I take to be of all others moſt 
ernicious in a State; and I would be glad any 
artizan would help me to a tolerable Reaſon, 
that becauſe Clodius and Curio happen to agree 
with me in a few fingular Notions, f muſt there- 
fore blindly follow them in all: Or, to ſtate it at 
beſt, that becauſe Bibulus the Party Man is per- 
ſwaded that Clodius and Curio do really propoſe 
the Good of their Country as their Chief End; 
therefore Bibulus ſhall be wholly guided and go- 
verned by them, in the Means and Meaſures 
towards it. Is it enough for Bibulus and the reſt 
of the Herd to ſay — further examining, I 
am of the fide with Clodius, or I vote with Curio? 
Are theſe proper Methods to form and make up 
what they think fit to call the United Wiſdom: of the 
Nation? Is it not en that upon ſome Occaſi- 
ons Clodius may be bold and inſolent, born a- 
way by his Paſſion, malicious and A* 
that Curio may be corrupt, and expoſe to Sale his 
Tengue or his Pen. I conceive it far below the 
Dignity both of Human Nature, and Human 
Reaſon, to be engaged in any Party, the moſt 
plauſible ſoever, upon ſuch ſervile 8 
Tais Influence of One upon Many, which ſeems 
to be as great in a People Repreſented, as it was 
of old in the Commons Collective, together with 
the Conſequences it has had upon the Legiſla- 
ture; has given me trequent occaſion to reflect 
upon what Diodorus tells us of one Charondas, 2 
Law-giver to the Sybarites, an Antient People of 
Italy ; who was ſo averſe to all Innovation, eſſ A 
| © cially 
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cially when it was to proceed from particular 
Perſons: And I 2 that he might put it out 
of the Power of Men fond of their own Noti - 
ons, to diſturb the Conſtitution at their Plea- 
ſures, by advancing private Schemes; that he 
provided a Statute, that whoever propoſed any 
Alteration to be made, would ſtep out and do it 
with a Rope about his Neck: if the Matter pro- 
poled, were generally approved, then it ſhould 
* into a Law; if it went in the Negative, the 

ropoſer to be immediately bang d. Great Mi- 
niſters may talk of what Projects they pleaſe; 
but I am deceived, if a more effectual one could 
ever be found for taking of ( as the preſent 
Phraſe is) thoſe hot unquiet Spirits, who di- 
ſturb Aſſemblies, and obſtruct Publick Affairs, 
by gratitying their Pride, their Malice, their Am- 
bition, or their Avarice. 

Tnesz who in a late Reign began the Di- 
ſtinction between the Perſonal and Politick Capaci- 
ifs ſeem to have had Reaſon, if they judged of 

rinces by themſelves; for, I think, there is 
hardly to be found through all Nature, a great- 
er difference between two Things, than there is 
between a Repreſenting Commoner in the-FunCti- 
on of his Publick Calling, and the ſame Perſon, 
when he acts in the common Offices of Life. 
Here he allows himſelf to be upon a Level with 
the reſt of Mortals: Here he follows his own 
Reaſon, and his own Way; and rather affects 
a Singularity in his Actions and Thoughts, than 
ſervilely to copy either from the wilel of his 
1 fo ſhort, here his Folly, and his 
Wiidom, his Reaſon and his Paſſions, are all of 
his own Growth, not the Eccho or Infuſien of 
other Men. But „ is got near the worry 
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his — he aſſumes and affects an entire 
Set of very different Airs; he conceives himſelf a 
Being of à Superior Nature to thoſe without, and 
acting in a Sphere where the Vulgar Methods 
for the Conduct of Human Life can be of no 
Uſe. He is lifted in a Party, where he neither 
knows the Temper, nor Defigns, nor perhaps 
the Perſon of his Leader; by whoſe Opinions 
he follows and maintains with a 'Zeal and Faith 
as violent, as a young Scholar does thoſe of a 
Philoſopher, whoſe Se& he is taught to profeſs. 
He has neither Qpinions, nor Thoughts, nor 
Actions, nor Talk that he can call his own, but 
all conveyed to him by his Leader, as Wind 
is thro' an Organ, The Nouriſhment he re- 
ceives has been not only chewed but digeſted be- 
fore it comes into his Mouth. Thus inſtructed, 
he follows the Party right or wrong thro? all its 
Sentiments, and acquires a Courage and Stiff- 
2 of Opinion not at all congenial with 
im. | | 
Tais encourages me to hope, that during this 
lucid Interval, the Members retired to their 
Homes may ſuſpend a while their acquired Com- 
plexions,” and taught by the Calmneſs of the Scene 
and the Seaſon, reaſume the native Sedateneſs of 
their Temper. If this ſhould be ſo, it would 
be wiſe in them, as individual and private Mor- 
tals, to look back a little upon the Storms 
they have raiſed, as well as thoſe they have e- 
ſcaped : To reflect, that = have been Authors 
of a new and wonderful thing in England, 
which is for a Houſe ef Commons to loſe 
the univerſal Fovour of the Numbers they re- 
preſent. To obſerve, how thoſe, whom the 
thought fit to perſecute for Ne 
0 
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ſake, have been openly careſs'd the pe 

le; and to n how themſelves > 
Kar of their Perſons from popular Rage. Now, 
if the A — . the 8 of all this 
unprefident roceeding in their Maſters; t 
— not impute it to their erde in Be. 
bate, or declaring their Opinions; but to that 
unparliamentary Abuſe ſetting Individuals 
upon their Shoulders, who were hated by God 
and Man. For, it ſeems the Maſs of the Peo- 
ple, in ſuch Conjunctures as this, have opened 
their Eyes, and will not endure to be govern- 
ed by Chodius and Curio, at the head their 
Myrmidons, tho theſe be ever ſo numerous, and 
compoſed of their own Repreſentatives. 

ulis Averfion of the People for the late 

Proceedings of the Commons, is an Accident, 
that if it laſt a while might be improved to 
good Uſes for ſetting the Ballance of Power 
2 little more upon an Equality, than their 
late meaſures ſeem to promiſe or admit. This 
Accident may be imputed to T'wo Cauſes. The 
Firſt, is an univerſal Fear and Apprehenſion 
of the Greatneſs and Power of France, whereof 
the — my in general ſeem to be very much 
and juſtly pofleſs'd, and therefore cannot but 
reſent to fee it in ſo critical a Juncture, whol- 
ly laid aſide by their Miniſters, the Commons. 
The other Cauſe, is a great Love and Senſe 
of Gratitude in the People towards their Pre- 
ſent King, grounded upon a long Opinion and 
Experience of his Merit, as well as Conceſſi- 
ons to all their reaſonable Defires; ſo that 
it is for ſome time they have begun to ſay, 
and to fetch Inſtances where he has in many 
things been hardly uſed. How long theſe Hu- 
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mours may laſt, ( for Paſſions are momentary, 
and eſpecially thoſe of a Multitude) or what 
omg e they may produce, a little time 
may diſcover. But' whenever it comes. to paſs, 
that a popular Aſſembly, free from ſuch Ob- 
ſtructions, and already pofſeſs'd of more Power, 
than an equal Ballance will allow, ſhall conti- 
nue to think they have not enough, but by 
cramping the Hand that holds the Ballance, 
and by Impeachments or Diſſentions with the 
Nobles, endeavour ftill for more; I cannot 
2 ſee, in the common courſe of things, 

w the ſame Cauſes can produce different Ef- 
fects and Conſequences among us from what 
they did in Greece and Rome, © 
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HOEVER has examined the Con- 
duct and Proceedings of both Par- 
ties for ſome Years paſt, whether in 

or out of Power, cannot well conceive 

it poſſible to go far towards the Extreams of ei- 
ther without offering ſome Violence to his Inte- 
grity or Underſtanding. A Wiſe and a goed 

an may indeed be ſometimes induced to comply 
E with a Number whoſe Opinion he generally ap- 
proves, tho? it be perhaps againſt his own, But 
this Liberty ſhould be made uſe of upon very 
few Occaſions, and thoſe of ſmall Importance, 
and then only with a View of bringing over 
his own Side another Time to ſomething of 

eater and more Publick Moment. Bur, to 


lacrifice the Innocency of a Friend, the — 
| IR 
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. we are apt to find our Hopes an 


Individuals while the 


of our Country, or our own to 
the Humour, or Paſſion, or Intereſt of a Party, 

lainly i ſhews that either our Heads or our 
Hort are not as they ſhould be. Tet this 
very Practice is the Fundamental Law of each 
Faction among us, as may be obvious to any 
who will Impartially and without Engagement 
be at the pains to examine their Actions, which 
however is not ſo eafie a Taſk: For it ſeems a 
Principle in Human Nature, to incline one way 
more than another, even in matters where we are 
wholly unconcerned. And it is a common Ob- 
ſervation, that in reading a Hiſtory of Facts done 
a Thouſand Years ago, or ſtanding by a Play 
among thoſe who are perfect Strangers to us, 
d Iv; ſhes en- 


gaged on a ſudden in favour of one fide more than 


another. No wonder then we are all ſo _ 


to intereſt our ſelves in the Courſe of Public 
Affairs, where the moſt inconfiderable have 
ſome rea! Share, and by the wonderful Impor- 
tance which every Man is of to himſelf, a ve- 
ry great Immagenary one, 
Ap indeed, when the Two Parties that di- 
vide the whole Common- wealth, come once to 
2 Rupture, without any os left-of forming 
a Third with better Principles, to ballance the 
others; it ſeems every Man's Duty to chuſe 2 
Side, tho? he cannot entirely approve of either; 


And all Pretences to W are juſtly Ex: 
e 


ploded by both, being too Stale and Obvious, 
only intending the Safety and Eaſe of a few 
Publick is Embroiled, 

his was the Opinion and Practice of the 
latter Cate, whom I efteem to have been the 


wiſeſt and beſt of all the Roman. But before 


Things 
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Things proceed to open Violence, the trueſt 
Service a private Man may hepe to do his 
Country, is by unbiafſing his Mind as much 
as poflible, avd then endeavouring to mode- 
rate between the Rival Powers which muſt 
needs be owned a fair Proceeding with the 


World, ' becauſe it is of all others the leaſt 


conſiſtent with the common Deſign of making 
a Fortune by the Merit of an Opinion. | 

I have gone as far as I am able in qualify- 
ing my ſelf to be ſuch a Moderator. I believe 
I am no Bigot in Religion, and I am ſureI am 
none in Government. I converſe in full free- 
dom with many confiderable Men of both Par- 
ties, and if not in equal Number, it is purely ac- 
cidental and Perſonal, as happening to be near 
the Court, and to have madeAcquaintance there, 
more under one Miniſtry than another. Then, 


I am not under the Neceſſity of declaring my 


ſelf by the Proſpect of an Employment. An 
laſtly, if all this be not ſufficient, I induftriouſ- 
ly conceal my Name, which wholly exempts 
me from any Hopes and Fears in delivering 
my Opinion, 

N conſequence of this free uſe of my Reaſon, I 
cannot bly think ſo well or ſo ill of either 
Party, as they would endeavour to perſwade the 
World of each other and of themſelves. For in- 
ſtance ; I do not charge it upon the Body of the 
Whigs or the Tories, that their feveral Principles 
lead them to introduce Presbitery, and the Reli- 
gion of the Church of Rome, or a Common-wealth 
and Arbitrary Power, For, why ſhould any 
Party be accuſed of a Principle, which they ſo- 
lemnly diſown and proteſt againſt ; But, to this 
they have a mutual Anſwer ready; they _ 

| auUurs 


” 
* 


* 
—— 


— 


—— — — ts CANE rs Ate 
* 


60 De SENTIMENTS of 4 
aſſure us, that their Adverſaries are not to be Þ 
believed, that they diſown their Principles out 
ef fear, which are manifeſt enough when we 
examine their Practices. To prove this they 
will produce Inſtances, on one fide, either of 
avowed Presbyterians, or Perſons of Libertine 
and Atheiſtical Tenets; and on the other of 
profeſſed Papiſts, ſuch as are openly in the In- 
tereſt of the Abdicated Family. Now, it is ve- © 
ry natural for all ſubordinate Sets and Deno- © 
minations in à State, to fide with ſome gene- P 
ral Party, and to chuſe that which they find to A 
agree with themſelves in ſome general Principle, fl 
hus at the Reſtoration, the Presbyterians, Ana- It 
baptiſte, Independents, and other Sects, did all 
with yery goon Reaſon. unite and Sodder up 
their ſeveral Schemes to joyn againſt the Church, 
who, without regard to their Diſtinctions, treat- 
ed them all as equal Adverſaries, Thus, our 
preſent Diſſenters do very naturally cloſe in 
with the Whigs, who profeſs Moderation, de- 
clare they abhor all Thoughts of Perſecu- 
tion, and think it hard that thoſe, who dif- 
fer only in a few Ceremonies and Speculations, 
ſhould be denied the Privilege and Profit of Ser- 
ving their Country in the Higheſt Employment 
of State. Thus the Atheiſts, Libertines, Deſpi- 
ſers of Religion and Revelation in general, 
that is to ſay, all thoſe, who uſually * undet 
the Name of Free-Thinkers, do properly joyn 
with the ſame Body; becauſe They likewiſe 
Preach up Moderation, and are net ſo ever: 
nice to 1 between an unlimited Li- 
berty of Conſcience, and an unlimited Free- 
dom of Opinion. Then on the other fide, 
the Profeſt Firmneſs of the Tories for Epiſco- 
| pacy 
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pacy as an Apoſtolical Inſtitution: Their A- 
verſion to theſe Sccts who lye under the Re- 
proach of having once deſtroyed their Conſti- 
tution, and who they imagine by too indiſcreet 
a Zeal for Reformation have defaced the Pri- 
mitive Model of the Church: Next, their Ve- 
neration for Monarchical Government in the 
common Courſe of Succeſſion, and their Hatred 
to Republican Schemes. Theſe, I ſay, are Prin- 
ciples which not only the Nonjuring Zealots 
rofeſs, but even Papiſts themſelves Au readily 
in with. And every Extream here mentioned 
flings a general Scandal upon the whole Body, 
it 3 to adhere to. | 
or ſurely no Man whatſoever ought in 
3 or good Manners to be charged with 
rinciples he actually diſowns, unleſs his Prac- 
tices do openly and without the leaſt Room 
for Doubt contradict his Profeſſion: Not u 
on {mall Surmiſes, or becauſe he has the Mi 
fortune to have Ill Men ſometimes agree with 
him in a few general Sentiments. — 


- tho” the Extreams of Whig and Tory ſeem with 


little Juſtice to have drawn Religion into their 


| Controverſies, wherein they have {mall Con- 


cern; yet they both have borrowed one lead- 
Principle rom the abuſe of it; Which is, 
to have built their ſeveral Syſtems of Politi- 
cal Faith, not upon Enquiries after 'Truth, but 
upon * fition to each other, upon injuri- 
ous Appellations, charging their Adverſaries with 
Opinions, and then reproaching them 
Et neuter falid. 


heſe Prejudices, I have 


Id order to remove 


Bought nothing could be more effectual than 
to 


eſcribe the Sentiments of a Church of En- 
gland 


* Epiſcopacy be of Divine Right, he is ſure it is 
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gland Man with reſpect to Religion and Govern- 
ment, This I ſhall e to do in ſuch a 
manner as may be liable to the leaſt Objecti- 
on from either Party, and which I am confi 
dent would be aſſented to by great Numbers 
in both, if they were not miſled to thoſe mutu- 
al Miſrepreſentations, by ſuch Motives as they 
would be aſhamed to own. 

I ſhall begin with Religion. 

And here, tho' it makes an odd Sound, yet 
it is neceflary to ſay, that whoever profeſſeth 
himſelf a Member of the Church of England, 
ang to believe a God and his Providence, to- 
gether with Revealed Religion, and the Divini- 


ty of Chrif. For befide thoſe many Thouſands, 


who ( to ſpeak' in the Phraſe of Divines ) do 
Eically deny all this by the Immorality of 
ir Lives; there is no ſmall Number, who 
in their Converſation and Writings directly or 
conlequence endeavour to overthrow it ; Yet 
all theſe place themſelves in the Liſt of the 
National Church, tho' at the ſame time ( as it 
is highly reaſonable ) they are great Sticklers 
for Liberty of Conſcience. | 
To enter upon Particulars; A Church of En 
-Man has a true Veneration for the Scheme 


_eftabliſhed among us of Eccleſiaſtick Govern: 


ment; and tho' he will not determine whether 


moſt agreeable to Primitive Inſtitution, fitteſt of 
all others for 5 Order and Parity, and 
under his preſent mg ations beſt calculated for 
our Civil State: He ſhould therefore think the As 
boliſhment of that Order among us would prove 


a mighty Scandal and Corruption to our Faith, 


and manifeſtly dangerous ro our Monarchy ; 


nay 
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nay he would defend it by Arms againſt all 
the Powers on Earth, except our own Legit- 


fi. 2 general Calamity, a Dirth, or a Peſtilence. _ 
ry As to Rights and Ceremonies, and Forms of 
* Prayer ; he allows there might be ſome uſeful 
© Alterations, and more, which in the Proſpe& of 

uniting Chriſtians might be very ſupportable, 

as things declared in their own nature indiffe- 
ſet tent; to which he therefore would readily 
comply, if the Clergy or (tho' this be not ſo fair 
1d, Met od) the Legiſlature ſhould direct? Yet at 


OY the ſame time he cannot . gy blame the 


ns Fortner for their 2 s$ to conſent to 
ds, any Alteration ; which fide the Trouble, 
do and perhaps Diſgrace, would certainly never 
of produce the good Effects intended by it. The 


ho only condition that could make it prudent and 


or juſt for the Clergy to comply in altering the 
let Ceremonial or any other indifferent Part, would 
the be, a firm Reſolution in the Legiſlature 
IE to interpoſe by ſome ſtrict and effectual 
en Laws to prevent the rifing and ſpreading 
of new . Sects how plaufible ſoever for the fu- 
ture; elſe they muſt never be at an End; 
And it would be to act like a Man, who 
ſhould pull down and change the Ornaments 
of his Houſe, in Compliance to- every one that 
was diſpoſed to find fault as he paſſed by; 
which beſides the perpetual Trouble and Ex- 
pence, would very much damage, and perhaps 
in time deſtroy the Building. Sects in a State 
ſeem only tolerated with any Reaſon becauſe 
they are already ſpread; and becauſe it would 
not be agreeable with ſo mild a Government, or 
ſo pure @ Religion as ours, to uſe violent — 
| tho 
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lature; in which Caſe he would ſubmit as to | 
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thods againft * Numbers of miſtaken People, 
0 


while they not manifeſtly endanger the 
Conſtitution of either; But the greateſt Advo- 
cates for general Liberty of Conſcience, will allow 
they ug t to be check'd in their Beginnings, if 
they will allow them to be an Brvil at all, or 
which is the ſame thing, if they will only grant, 


it were better for the Peace of the State, that 
there ſhould be none. But while the Clergy 


confiders the natural Temper of Mankind in 
general, or of our own Country in particular, 
what Afﬀurances can they have, that any Com- 
pliances they ſhall make, will remove the Evil 
of Diflention, while the Liberty {till continues 
of profeſſing what new Opinions we 3 
Or, how can it be ima . that the 0 
Diſſenting Teachers, who muſt be all ar" Boe 
by ſuch 4 Revolution, will not caſt about for 


ſome new Objections to with-hold their Flocks, 


and draw in freſh Procelites by ſome, further 
Innovations or Refigements ? 

Uyon theſe Reaſons he is tor tolerating ſuch 
different Forms in Religious Worſhip as are 
already admitted, but by no means for leavin 
it in the Power of thoſe whe are tolerared, 


to advance their own Models on the Ruin of 


what is already Eftabliſhed, which it is natural 


for all Sects to defire, and which they cannot 


juſtify by any conſiſtent Principles if they do 
not endeavour ; and yet which they cannot ſuc- 
ceed in without the utmoſt Danger to the 
Publick Peace. | 

To prevent theſe Inconveniencies; He thinks 


it highly juſt, that all Rawards of Truſt, Profit 


or Dignity, which the State leaves in the Diſ- 
polal of the Adminiſtration, ſhould be given 


only 
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only to thoſe, whoſe Principles direct them to l 
preſerve the Conſtitution in all its Parts. In | 
the late Affair of Occaſional Conformity, the gene- 
ral Argument of thoſe who were againſt it, was | 
not, to 'deny it an Evil in it ſelf, but that | 
the Remedy N was violent, untimely, 
and improper, which is the Biſhop of Salisbu- | 
„s Opinion in the Speech he — and pub - 
liſhed againſt the Bill; But, however juſt their 
Fears or Complaints might have been upon 
that Score, he thinks it à little too groſs and 
precipitate to employ their Writers — in 


* 
— — —— — ... — —ñ—l ____bZ«2. — 
*. * * 


| | Arguments for 1 the Sacramental Teſt, 

. upon no wiſer a Maxim, than that no Man 

> | ſhould on the account of Conſcience be depri- 

- | ved the Liberty of ſerving his Country, 2 

„ Topick which may be equally applyed to Pa- 1 

%,  Atheifts, Mahometans, Heathens and Fews. | 

= 0 the Church wants Members of its own to | 

- | employ in the Service of the Publiek; or be | 
ſo unhappily contrived, as to exclude from its l 

\ | Commumien ſuch Perſons who are likelieſt to 1 

> have _ Abilities; it is time it ſhould be | 
altered and reduced into ſome more perfect, or at 7 

þ leaſt more popular Form : But in the mean while 


£ it is not altogether improbable, that when thoſe, 
1 | who diſlike the Conſtitution, are ſo ery Zea- 
+ bons in their Offers for the Service of their. 
1 8 they are not wholly unmindful of 
their Party or of themſelves. 
0 Taz Dutcb, whoſe Practice is ſo often quoted 
to prove and celebrate the great Advantages o 
% Ir general Liberty of Conſcience, have yet a Na- 
it || tional Religion profeſſed by all who bear Ot- | 
. ice among them; But why ſhould they be | 
n I Precedent for us either in Religion or Go- .Y 
y OLI vernment? | 
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vernment? Our Country differs from theirs, as 
well in Situation, Soil, and Productions of Na- 
ture, as in the Genius and Complexion of 
Inhabitants. They are a Common-wealth tound- 
ed on a ſudden, by a deſperate Attempt in a 
deſperate Condition, not formed or digeſted 
into a regular Syſtem by mature Thought and 
Reaſon, but huddled up under the Preflure 
of ſudden Exigencies; calculated for no long 
Duration, and hitherto Subfilting by Accident 
in the midſt of contending Powers, who cannot 
Jet agree about ſharing it amongſt them. 'Theſe 
ifficulties do indeed preſerve them from any 
great Corruptions, which their crazy Conſtitu- 
tion would extreamly ſubject them to in a long 
Peace. That Confluence of People in a perſe- 
cuting Age, to a Place of Refuge neareſt at 
hand, put them upon the Neceflity of Trade, 
to which they wiſely gave all Eaſe and En- 
couragement: And if we could think fit to 
imitate them in this laſt Particular, there would 
need no more to invite Foreigners among us; 
who ſeem to think no farther than how to 
ſecure their Property and Conſcience, without 
projecting any ſhare in that Government which 
ves them Protection, or calling it Perſecution, 
if it be denied them. But I ſpeak it for the Ho- 
nour of our Adminiſtration, that although our 
Sects are not ſo numerous as thoſe in Holland, 
which I preſume is not our Faul, and I hope 
is not our Mzisfortune, we much excel them 
and all Chriffendom beſides in our Indulgence 
to tender Conſciences. One fingle Compli- 
ance with the National Form of Receivin 
the Sacrament, is all we require to allt 
any Sectary among us for the greateſt Em- 
ploy ments 
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* in the State, after which he is at 
ty to rejoyn his own Aſſem blies for the 
reſt of his Life. Beſides, I will ſuppoſe an 
of the numerous Sets in Holland, to have ſo 
far prevailed as to have raiſed a Civil War, 
27 their Government and Religion, and 
t their Adminiſtrators to Death; after which 
I wal ſuppoſe the People to have recovered 
all again, and to have ſettled on their old 
Foundation. 'Then I would put a Query, 
whether that Sea; which was the unhappy 
Inftrument of all this Confuſion; could reaſona- 
bly expect to be entruſted for the future with 
the - greateſt Employments, or indeed to be 
hardly tolerated among them? * 
To go on with the Sentiments of a Church 
of England-Man: He does not ſee how that 
mighty Paſſion fot the Church, which ſome 
Men pretend, can well conſiſt with thoſe In- 
dignities and that Contempt they beſtow on 
the Perſons of the Clergy. Tis a ſtrange 
Mark whereby to diſtinguiſh High Church-men, 
that they are ſuch who imagine the Clergy 
can never be too Low, He thinks the Maxim 
theſe Gentlemen are ſo fond of, that they 
are for an Humble Clergy, is a very one ; 
And ſo is he, and for an Humble Laity too, 
fince Humility is a Virtue that perhaps equal- 
ly benefits and adorns every Station of Lite; 
Bur then if the Scribblers. on the other 
Side freely ſpeak the Sentiments of their Par- 
ty, a Divine of the Church of England cannot 
look for much better Quarter from thence. 


| You ſhall obſerve nothing more frequent in 


their Weekly Papers; than a way of affecting 
to confound the Terms of Clergy and 9 | 
: : " 
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of applying both indifferently, and then lead- 
ing the latter with all the Calumny they can 
invent. They will tell you they honour. 2 
Clergy-man; but talk at the ſame time as if 
there were not Three in the Kingdom who 
could fall in with their Definition. After the 
like manuer they inſult the Univerſities as Poi- 
ſoned Fountains, and Corrupters of Youth. 
Now, it ſeems clear to me that the Whigs 
might eafily have procured and maintained a 
Majority among the Clergy, and perhaps in 
the Univerſities, if they had not too much 
encouraged or connived at this Intemperance 
of Speech, and Virulence of Pen, in the worſt 
and moſt proſtitute of their Party; amon 
whom there hath 'been for ſome Years uf 
ſuch a es Clamour againſt the Ambiti- 
on, the Implacable Temper, and the Covetouſ- 
neſs of the Priefthood : Such a Cant of High-Church, 
and Perſecution, and being Prieſt ridden; ſo many 
| Reproaches about Narrow bea wa or Terms of 
. Communion: Then ſuch Scandalous Reflections 
on the Univerſities for infecting the Youth of 
the Nation with Arbitrary and Facebite Prin- 
ciples, that it was natural for thoſe, who had 
the Care of 15 and Education, to appre- 
hend ſome general Deſign of altering the (a 
ſtitution of both. And all this was the 
more extraordinary, becauſe it could not eafi- 
ly be forgot, that whatever Oppoſition was 
made to the Uſurpations of King James, pro- 
ceeded altogether from the Church of England, 
and chiefly from the Clergy, and one of the 
Univerſities. For, if it were of any uſe to recal 
Matters of Fact, what is more notorious than 
the Prince's applying himſelf firſt to the Church 
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of England, and upon their Refuſal to fall in 
with his Meaſures, making the like Advances 
to the Diſſenters of all Kinds, who readily and 
almoſt - univerſally complied with Him, af- 
fecting in their numerous Addrefſes and Pam- 
phlets the Style of Our Brethren the Roman Ca- 
tholicks, whoſe Intereſts they put on the ſame 
Foot with their own: and ſome of Cromewell's 
Officers took Poſts in the Army raiſed againſt 
the Prince of Orange. Theſe Proceedings of 
theirs they can only extenuate by urging the 
Provocations _ had met from the Church 
in King Charles Reign, which tho' perhaps ex- 
cuſable upon the ſcore of Human Infirmity, are 
not 'by any means a Plea' of Merit equal to 
the Conſtancy and Sufferings of the Biſhops 
and Clergy, or of the Head and Fellows of Mag- 
dalen College, that furniſhed the [Prince of 
Orange s Declaration with ſuch Powerful Argu- 
ments to juſtifie and promote the Revolution. 
"THEREFORE à Church of England Man abhors 
the Humour of the Ape in delighting to _ 
Scandals upon the ' Clergy in 3 whic 
beſides the Diſgrace to the Reformation, and 
to Religion ir ſelf, caſts an Ignominy upon 
the Kingdom that it doth not deſerve. We 
have no better Materials to compound the 
Priefthood of, than the Maſs of Mankind, which 
corrupted as it is, thoſe who receive Orders 
muſt have ſome Vices to leave behind them, 
when they enter into the Church, and if a 
few do till adhere, it is no Wonder, but rather 
a great one that they are no worſe. There- 
fore he cannot think Ambition or Love of Power 
more juſtly laid to their Charge than to o- 
ther Men, becauſe, that would be to make 

| F 3 Reli- 
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Religion it ſelf, or at leaſt the beft Conſtitu · 
tion of Church Government, anſwerable for 
the Errors and Depravity of Human Nature. 
Wirt theſe laſt Two Hundred Years: all 
ſorts of Temporal Power hath been wreſted 
from the Clergy, and much of their Eccleſiaſ- 
tick, the Reaſon or Juſtice of which Proceed · 
ing I ſhall not examine; but, that the Reme- 
dies were a little too violent with reſpect to 
their Poſeſions, the Legiſlature hath lately con- 
feſſed by the Remi of their Firſt-Fraits. 
Neither do the common Libellers deny this, 
who in their Invectives only tax the Church 
with an unſatiable Deſire of Power and Wealth, 
. common to all Bodies of Men as 
well as Individuals) but thank God, that the 
Laws have deprived them of both. However, 
it is worth obſerving the Juſtice of Parties; 
The Sects among us are apt to complain, an 
think it hard Uſage to be reproached now 
after Fifty Years for overturning the State, 
ihe the - * of 2 Kings ond the —— 
nity of a Uſurpation; yet theſe v en 
— their Partiſans are — — ch- 
ing the Clergy, -and laying to their Charge 
the Pride, the Avarice, the Luxury, the 
Ignorance, and Superſtition of Popiſh Times 
for a thouſand Years paſt. 3 
H thinks it a Scandal to Government, that 
ſuch an unlimited Liberty ſhould be allowed 
of publiſhing Books againſt thoſe Doctrines 
in Religion, wherein all Chriſtians have agreed, 
much more to connive at ſuch Tracts as re- 
ject all Revelation, and by their Conſequences 
often deny the very Being of a God. Surely 
*tis "not a ſufficient Attonement for the * 
n | eee, 
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that they profeſs much Loyalty to the preſent 
Government, and ſprinkle up and down ſome 
Arguments in favour. of the Diſſenters; that they 
5 as ſtrenuouſly as they can for Libert 
of Conſcience, and inveigh largely againſt a 
Eceleſiaſticks under the Name of High-Church ; 
and, in ſhort, under the ſhelter of ſome popu- 
lar Principles in Politicks and Religion, under- 
mine the Foundations of all Piety and Virtue. 
As he does not reckon every Schiſm of that 
damnable Nature which ſome would repreſent; 
ſo he is very far from clofing with the new 
Opinion of thoſe, who would make it no 
Crime at all, and argue at a wild rate, that 
God Almighty is delighted with the Variety 
of Faith and Worſhip, as he is with the 
Varieties of Nature. To ſuch Abſurdities are 
Men carried by the Affectation of Free-thinking , 
and removing the Prejudices of Education, under 
which Head they have for ſome time 1 
to Liſt Morality and Religion. It is certain that 
before the Rebellion in 1642, tho' the Number 
of Puritans ( as they were then called) were 
as great as it is with us; and though the 

affe to follow Paſtors of that Denominati- 
on, yet . thoſe Paſtors had Epiſcopal Ordinati- 
on, poſſeſſed Preferments in the Church, and 
were ſometimes promoted to Bi ſhopricks them- 
ſelves. But, a Breach in the general Form 
of Worſhip was in thoſe Days reckoned ſo 
dangerous and finful in it ſelf, and ſo offen- 
five to the Roman-Catholicks at home and abroad, 
that it was tuo unpopular to be attempred ; 
neither, I believe, was the Expedient then 
found out of maintaining ſeparate Paſtors out 
of private Purſes. | 


F 4 Wars 


72  " The SENTIMENTS ofs © 

War a Schiſn is once ſpread in à Nation, 
there grows at length a Diſpute which ard 
the Schiſmaticks. Without entring on the Ar- 
guments, uſed by both ſides among us, to fix 
the Guilt on each other; tis certain, that in 
the ſenſe of the Law, the Schiſm lies on that 
fide which oppoſes it ſelf to the Religion of 
the State, I ſhall leave it among the Divines 
to dilate upon the Danger of Schiſm as a Spi- 
ritual Evil ; but I would confider it only as a 
Temporal one. And 1 think it clear, that any 


Ines Separation from the Eſtabliſhed Worſhip, 
thoug 


h to a new one that is more pure and 
rfect, may be an Occaſion of endangering the 
ublick Peace, becauſe it will compoſe à Bo- 
dy always in Reſerve, prepared to follow any 
diſcontented Heads upon the plauſible Pretext 
of advancing True Religion, and oppoſing Error, 
Superſtition, or Idolatry. For this Reaſon Plato 
lays it down as a Maxim, that, Men ought to wor- 
Jp the Gods according to the Laws of the Country; and 
he introduces Socrates in his laſt Diſcourſe ut- 
terly diſowning the Crime laid to his Charge, of 
teaching new Divinities or Methods of Worſhip. 
Thus the poor Huguenots of France were engaged 
in a Civil War, by the ſpecious Pretences of 
ſome, who under the Guiſe of Religion Sa- 
crificed ſo many Thouſand Lives to their own 
Ambition and Revenge. Thus was the whole 
Body of Puritans in England drawn to be In- 
ſtrumental, or Abbettors of all manner of Vil- 
lany by the Artifices of a few Men, whoſe * De- 
| ſigns from the firſt were levelled 
 LordClaren- to deſtroy the Conſtitution both 
don's Hiſt, of Religion and Government. And 
j thus even in Zolland it ſelf, where 
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it is pretended that the TP of Seats live 
c 


ſo Amicably together, and in ſuch perfect Obe- 


dience to the Magiſtrate, tis notorious how a 
turbulent Party joyning with the Arminiant, did 


in the Memory of our Fathers attempt to 


deftroy the Liberty of that Republick. 80 
that upon the whole, where Sects are tole- 
rated in a State, tis fit they ſhould enjoy a 


full Liberty of Conſcience, and every other 


Privilege of Free-born Subjects to which no Por- 
& is annexed. -And to preſerve their Obedience: 
upon all Emergeneies, a Government cannot 
give them too much Eaſe, nor truſt them with 


too little Power. 
Tux Clergy are uſually charged with a Perſe 


cuting Spirit, which they are ſaid to diſcover by 


an implacable Hatred to all Diſenters; and 
this appears to be more unreaſonable, becauſe 
they - ſuffer leſs in their Intereſts by a Tolera- 


tion than any of the Conforming Laity : For while 
the Church remains in its preſent Form, no 
Diſſenter can poſſibly have any ſhare in its Dig- 
nities, Revenues, or Power; whereas, by once 


receiving the Sacrament, he is. render'd capable 
of the Higheſt Employments in the State, And 


it is very poflible, that a narrow Edueation, 
together with a mixture of Human Iafirmity,, 
may help to beget among ſome of the Clergy is 
Poſſeſſion ſuch an Averfion and Contempt for all. 


Innovators, as Phyſicians are apt to have for Em- 
piricks, or Lawyers for Pettifoggers, or Merchants 
for Pedlars; But fince the Number of Sectaries 
does not concern the Clergy either in point of 
Intereſt or Conſcience, hy being an Evil no 

in their Power to remedy ) 'tis more fair =: 


reaſonable to ſuppoſe their Diſlike proceeds 


from 


from the Dangers they apprehend to the Peace 
of the Common-wealth, in the Ruin whereof 
they muſt expe& to be the firſt and greateſt 


To conclude this Section, it muſt be obſer- 
ved, there is a very good Word, which hath 
of late ſuffered 12 by Both Parties, and 
that is Moderation, which the one fide very juſt- 
ly diſowns, and the other as wy pretehds 
to. Beſide what paſſes every Day in Conver- 
ſation; auy Man who reads the Papers pub- 
liſhed by Mr. Ly and others of his Stamp, 
muſt needs conclude, that if this Author could 
make the Nation ſee his Adverſaries'under the 
Colours he paints them in, we had nothing 
elſe to do, but riſe as one Man and deſtroy 
ſuch Wretches from the Face of the Earth. 
On the other fide, how ſhall we excuſe the 
Advocates for Moderation; among whom I could 
appeal to an hundred Papers of univerſal Ap- 
probation by the Cauſe they were writ for, 
which lay ſuch Principles to the whole Body 
of the Tories, as, if they were true, and believ- 
ed our next Buſineſs ſhould in Prudence be to 
ere& Gibbets in every Pariſh, and hang them 
out of the way. But I ſuppoſe it is. preſumed, 
the Common People underſtand Rawlery, or at 
leaſt Rbetborick, and will not take Ayperbole's in 
tor litteral a Senſe; which however in ſome 
Junctures might prove a deſperate Experi- 
ment. And this is Moderation in the Modern 
Senſe of the Word, to which ſpeaking impar- 
— the Biggots of Both Parties are eg 
entitled. | 
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The SENTIMENTS of a Cnuxch of EncLAanD» 
MXN, with reſpect to GovERNMENT. 


1 E look upon it as a very juſt Re- 
| proach, tho* we cannot agree where 
to fix it, that there ſhould be fo much 


| Violence and Hatred in Religious 
Matters, among Men who agree in all Funda- 
mentals, and only differ in ſome Ceremomes, or 
at moſt meer Speculative Points. Yet is not this 
frequently the Caſe between contending Parties 
in a State? For inſtance, Do not the generality 
of Whigs and Tories among us, profeſs to agree 
in the ſame Fundamentals, their Loyalty to the 
Queen, their Abjuration of the Pretender, the 
Settlement of the Crown in the Proteſt am Line, 
and a Revolution Principle; their Aﬀection to 
the Church Eftabliſhed, with Toleration of 
Diſſemters. Nay, ſometimes they go farther, and 


pals over into each others —_—> es; the Whigs 


me great Aſſerters of the Prerogative, and 
the Tories, of the Peoples Li ; theſe crying 
down almoſt the whole Sett of Biſhops, and 
thoſe defending them ; So that the Differences 
fairly Stated, would be much of a fort with thoſe 
of Religion among us, and amount to little more 
than, «who ſbowld take Place, or, go in and out firſt, or, 


Kiſs the Queen's Hand ; and what are theſe but 2 
few Court Ceremonies ? Or, who ſbonld be in the MK 
niſtey; and what is that to the Body of the Na- 
tion, but a meer Speculative Point, Let I think 

6 it 
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it muſt be allowed, that no Religious Sect ever 
cafried_ their Averkons for each other to greatet 
Heights than our State-Parties have done, who 
the more to enflame their Paſſions, have mixed 
Religious and Civil Animoſities together; bor 
rowing one of their Appellations from the 
Church, with the Addition of High and Low, 
How little ſoever their Diſputes relate to the 
Term, as it is generally underſtood. 

I now proceed to deliver the SE£NTIMENTS 
of a Church of England-Man with reſpect to Go 
vernment. | | 
H does not think the Church of England fo 
narrowly calculated, that it cannot fall in with 
any regular Species of Government z nor does 
he think any one regular Species of Government 
more acceptable to God than another. The 
Three generally received in the Schools have all 
of them their ſeveral Perfections, and are ſub- 
ject to their ſeveral Depravations. However, 
How States are ruined by any Defect in their In- 


ſtitution, but generally by the Corruption of 


Manners, againſt which the Inftitution is no 
longer Security, and without which, a very ill 
one may ſubſiſt and flouriſh: Whereof there are 
Two pregnant Inſtances now in Europe. The firſt 
is the Axiſtocracy of Venice, which founded upon 
the wiſeſt Maxims, and digeſted by a great 

th of Time, hath in our Age admitted 
ſo many Abuſes through the Degeneracy of the 
Nobles, that the Period of its — 5 ſeems 
to approach. The other is the United Repub- 
licks of the States-General, where a Vein of Tem- 


rance, Induſtry, Parcimony, and a Publick 
pirit, running through the whole Body of the 
People, hath preſerved an Infant Common: 
A wealth 
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wealth of an untimely Birth and Sickly Cone 
ſtitution, for above an Hundred Years, through 
ſo many Dangers and Difficulties, as a much 
more Healthy one could never have ſtruggled 
againſt without thoſe Advantages. | : 
Wuxxx Security of Perſon and Property are 
preſerved by Laws which none but the Whole 
can repeal, there the great Ends of Government 
are provided for, whether the Adminiſtration 


be in the Hands of One or of Many. Where 


any one Perſon or Body of Men, who do not re- 
— the Whole, ſeize into their Hands the 
ower in the laſt Reſort, there is properly no 
longer a Government, but what Axiſtotle and his 
Followers call the Abuſe and Corruption of one. 
This Diſtinction excludes Arbitrary Power in 
whatever Numbers; which notwithſtanding all 
that Hobbes, Filmer and others have ſaid to its 
Advantage, I look upon as a greater Evil than 
Anarchy it ſelf; as much as a Savage is a happier 
fate of Life than a Save at the Oar. 

IT is reckoned ill Manners as well as unrea- 
ſonable, for Men to quarrel upon Difference in 
Opinion; becauſe it is uſually ſuppoſed to be a 
Thing which no Man can help in himſelf ; which 
however I do not conceive to be an univerfal 
infalliable Maxim, except in thoſe Caſes where 
the Queſtion is pretty equally diſputed among 
the Learned and the Wi: Where it is other- 
wiſe, a Man of tolerable Reaſon, ſmall Experi- 
ence, and willing to be Inſtructed, may appre- 
hend he is got into a wrong Opinion, though 
the whole Courſe of his Mind and Inclination - 
would perſwade him to believe it true; He may 
be convinced that he is in an Error, though he 
does not ſee where it lies; by the bad 2 
0 
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of it in the common Conduct of his Life, and 
by obſerving thoſe Perſons for whoſe Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs he has the greateſt Deference to 


be of a contrary Sentiment. According to Hobbey's 


Compariſon of Reaſoning with cafting up Accounts, 


whoever finds a Miſtake in the Sum total, muſt 


allow himſelf out, though after repeated Tryals 
he may not ſee in which Article he has miſ- 
reckoned, I will inſtance in one Opinion, 
which I look upon wy Man obliged in Con- 
ſcience to quit, or in Prudence to conceal ; | 
mean, that whoever * in Defence of Abſo- 
Jute Power in a ſingle Perſon, though he offers 
the old plaufible Plea, That, it is his Opinion, 


| Which he cannot help unleſs be be convinced, ought in 


all Free States to be treated as the common Ene- 
3 of bn Yet 7 = = — a a 
e upon the Clergy of the Two Reigns b 
Gn The Revolution, who; under the — of 
Paſſive Obedience and Nom Reſiſtance, are ſaid to have 
reach'd up the Unlimited Power of the Prince, 
cauſe they found it a Doctrine that pleaſed the 
Court, and made way for their Preferment. 
And I believe there may be Truth enough in this 
Accuſation, to convince us, that Human Frail- 
ty will too often interpoſe it ſelf among Perſons 
of the Holieſt Function. However, it may be 
offered in Excuſe for the Clergy, that in the 
beſt Societies there are ſome ill Members, which 


a corrupted Court and Miniſtry will induſtriouſl 


find out and introduce; Beſides, it is mani 
that the greater Number of thoſe, who held and 
Preached this Doctrine, were mitguided by E- 
— Terms, and by perfect Ignorance in the 
rinciples of Government, which they had not 
made any part of their Study. The Queſtion 
19 | . © originally 
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driginally put, and as I remember to have heard 
© Gſputed in publick Schools, was this, Whether 
under any Pretence whatſoever, it may be > FP to re- 
1 the Supreme Magiſtrate, which was held in the 
egative; and this is certainly the right Opini- 
an. But many ot the Clergy and other Learned 
Men, deceived by a duhious Expreſſion, miſtook. 
the Obje# to which Paſſive Obedience was due, By 
the Supream Magiftrate is properly underſtood the 

Hlative Power, which in all Government 
muſt be abſolute and unlimited. But the word 
Magiſtrate ſeeming to denote a Single Perſon, and 
to expreſs the Executive Power, it came to paſs, 
that the Obedience due to the Legiſlature was 
for want of knowing or conſidering this [eaſy 
Diſtinction, miſapplied to the Adniniftration. 
Neither is it any wonder, that the Clergy ar 
other well-meaning People ſhould fall into this 
Error, which decerved Hobbes himſelf ſa far, as 
to be the Foundation of all the Political Miſtakes 
in his Book, where he perpetually confounds the 
Executive with the Lalla Power, though all 
well inſtituted States have ever placed them in 
different Hands, as may be obvious to thoſe who 
know any thing of Athens, Sparta, Thebes, and 
other Republicks of Greece, as well as the greater 
ones of Carthage and Rome. . 

Bxs1DEs, it is to be conſidered, that when 
theſe Doctrines began to be Preached among us; 
the Kingdom had not quite worn out the Me- 
mory of that unhappy Rebellion, under the Con- 
ſequences of which it had groaned almoſt Twen 
ty Years. And a weak Prince in conjunction 
with a Succeſſion of moſt proſtitute Miniſters, 
began again to diſpoſe the People to new At- 
tempts, which it was, no doubt, the Apa 
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Duty to prevent, if ſome of them had not for 
want of Knowledge in Temporal Affairs, and 
others perhaps from a worſe Principle, Proceed. 
ed upon a Topick, that ſtrictly followed, would 
enſlave all Mankind. | 
Avon other Theological Arguments made 
uſe of in thoſe Times, in Praiſe of Monarchy, 
and Juſtification of Abſolute Obedience to a 


Prince, there ſeemed to be one of a ſingular 


Nature ; It was urged that Heaven was govern- 
ed by a Monarch, who had none to controul 
his Power, but was abſolutely obeyed: Then 
it followed, that Earthly Governments were 
the more perfect, the nearer they imitated that 
in Heaven. All which I look upon as the 
ſtrongeſt Argument againſt Deſpotick Power that 


ever was offered; Since no Reaſon can poſſibly 


be aſſigned, why it is beſt for the World that 
God Almighty hath ſuch a Power, which doth 
not directly prove that no Mortal Man ſhould 
ever have the like. 

Bur though a Church of England-Man thinks 
every Species of Government equally lawful, 
he does not think them equally expedient ; or 
for every Country indifferently. There ma 
be ſomething in the Climate, naturally di 
poſing Men towards one ſort of * 
2s it is manifeſt all over 4%, where we ne- 
ver read of any Common-wealth, except ſome 
ſmall ones on the Weſtern Coaſts eſtabliſhed by 
the Greeks, There may be a great deal in the 
Situation of a Country, and in the preſent Ge- 
nius of the People. It hath been obſerved, that 
the temperate Climates uſually run into mode- 
rate Governments, and the Extreams into De- 
ſpoticx Power. Ties a Remark of m_ 

* that 
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r 8 that the Youth of England are corrupted in their 
principles of Government, by reading the Authors 
Jof Greece and Rome who writ — Common- 
d vealths. But it might have been more fairly offer · 
Jed for the Honour of Liberty, that while the 
e reſt of the known World was over-run with the 
„ | Arbitrary Government of fingle Perſons ; - Arts 
a and Sicences took their Riſe, and flouriſhed only 
r in thoſe few ſmall Territories, where the Peo- 
„ple were free. And though Learning may con- 
il BF tinue after Liberty is loſt, as it did in Rome, for 
n a while upon the Foundations laid under the 
© Common- wealth and the particular Patronage of 
it ſome Emperors; yet it hardly ever began under 
e 2 Tyranny in any Nation. Becauſe Slavery is of 
in Wall Things the greateſt Clog and Obſtacle to 
y WB Seculation, And indeed, Arbitrary Power is 
at but the firſt natural Step from Anarchy or the 
ch Savage Liſe; the adjuſting Power and Freedom be- 
d ing an Effect and Conſequence of maturer Think- 
ing: And this is no where ſo duly regulated 
u in a limited Monarchy: Becauſe I believe it 
may paſs for a Maxim in State, that te Admi- 
nitration cannot be placed in too few Hands, nor the 
Legiſlature in too many. Now' in this material 
Point, the Conſtitution of the Englſþ Govern- 
ment far exceeds all others at this time on the 
Earth, to which the preſent Eſtabliſhment of 
the Church doth ſo happily agree, that I think, 
whoever is an Enemy to either, muſt of neceſſi- 
ty be ſo to both, 0 
Hz thinks, as our Monarchy is conſtituted, 

2 Hereditary Right is much to be preferred be- 
fore Election. Becauſe the Government here, eſpe- 
cally by ſome late Amendments, is ſo regularly 
diſpoſed in all its Parts, that it almoſt — 
| 811. 
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ſelf. And therefore upon the Death of a Prince 
among Us, the Adminiſtration goes on without 
any. Rub or Interruption. For the ſame Reaſons 
we have little to apprehend from the ages 
or Fury of our Monarchs, who have ſuch Wile 
Councils to guide the firſt, and Laws to re- 
ſtrain the other. And therefore this Hereditary 
Right '{hould be kept ſo Sacred, as never to 
break the Succeſſion, unleſs where the preſerving 
it may endanger the Conſtitution; Which is not 
from any intrinſick Merit, or unalienable Right 
in a particular Family, but to avoid the Conſequen- 
ces that uſually attend the Ambition of Compe- 
titors, to which Elective Kingdoms are expoled ; 
and which is the only Obſtacle to hinder them 
from arriving at the greateſt Perfection that Go- 
vernmant can poſſibly reach. Hence appears the 
Abſurdity of that Diſtinction between a King de 
fas, and one de jure, with reſpect to Us. * 
every limited Monarch is a King de jure, becauſe 
he Governs by the Conſent of the whole, which 
is Authority ſufficient. to aboliſh all precedent 
Right. If a ng chm in by Conqueſt, he is no 
longer a limited Monarch; if he afterwards con- 
ſents to Limitations, he becomes immediately 
King de jure for the ſame Reaſon. +» | 
HE great Advocates for Succeſſon, who affirm 
it ought not to be violated upon any Regard or 
Confideration whatſoever, - inſiſt much up. 
on one Argument that ſeems to carry little 
Weight. hey would have it, that a Crown is 
a Prince's Birth-right, and ought at leaſt to be 
as well ſecured to him and his Poſterity as the 
Inheritance'of any Private Man; in ſhort, that 
he has the fame Title to his Kingdom, which 
every Individual has to his Property: Now the 
Conſecquence 
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Conſequence of this Doctrine muſt be, that as a 
Man may find: ſeveral ways to waſte, miſpend, 
or abuſe his Patrimony, without Sony an{wera- 
ble to the Laws; ſoa King may in like manner 
do what he will with his own, that is, he may 
— and miſapply his Revenues, and even 
alienate the Crown, without being called to an 
Account his Subjects. They allow ſuch a 
Prince to be guilty indeed of much Folly and 
Wickedneſe, but — thoſe he is to anſwer to God, 
as every pri vate Man muſt do that is guilty of 
Miſmanagement in his own Concerns. Now the 
Folly of this Reaſoning will beſt appear, by ap- 
plying it in a parallel Caſe. Should any Man 
argue, that a Phyſician is ſuppoſed to under- 
ſtand his own Art beſt; that the Law protects 
and encourages his Profeſſion; And therefore al- 
though he ſhould manifeſtly preicribe Poiſon to 
all his Patients, whereof they - ſhould immedi- 
ately die, he cannot be juſtly Puni ſhed, but is 
mſwerable only to God. Or ſhould the ſame 
be offered in behalf of a Divine, who would 
preach againſt Religion and Moral Duties; in ei- 
ther of theſe two Caſes, every Body would find 
out the Sophiſtry ; and preſently anſwer, That 
although common Men are not exactly ſkilled in 
the Compoſition or Application of Medicines, or 
in preſcribing. the Limits of Duty, yet the Dif- 
terence between Poiſons and Remedies is eaſily 
known by their Effects, and common Reaſon 
ſoon diſtinguiſhes between Virtue and Vice ; And 
it muſt be neceflary to forbid both theſe the. 
further Practice of their Profeſſions, becaule their 
Crimes are not purely Perſonal to the Phyſician 
or the Divine, but deſtructive to the Publick. 
All which is — ſtronger in reſpect to a 
ä 2 
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Prince, in whoſe good or ill Conduct the Ha 
pineſs or Miſery of a whole Nation is included ; 
whereas it is of ſmall Conſequence to the Pub- 
lick, farther than Examples, how any private 

Perſon manages his Property. 

Bur granting that the Ripht of a Lineal Suc- 
ceflor to a Crown were * the ſame Foot with 
the Property of a Subject, ſtill it may at any 
time be transferred by the Legiſlative Power, 
as other Properties frequently are. The Su- 
preme Power in a State can do no wrong, becauſe 
whatever that doth, is the Action of all; And 
when the Lawyers apply this Maxim to the King, 
| they muſt underſtand it only in that Senſe as 
he 1s Adminiſtrator of the — Power, o- 
therwiſe it is not univerſally true, but may be 

controuled in ſeveral Inſtances eaſy to produce. 
AND theſe are the Topicks we muſt proceed 
upon to juſtify our Excluſion of the young Pre- 
tender in France; that of his ſuſpeCted Birth, be- 
y meerly Popular, and therefore not'made uſe 
of, as I remember, fince the Revolution, in any 
Speech, Vote, or Proclamation where there was 

occaſion to mention him. f 

As to the Abdication of King James, which the 
Ad vocates on that ſide look upon to have been 
forcible and unjuſt, and conſequently void in it 
ſelf, I think a Man may obſerve every Article 
of the Exliſh Church, without being in much 
Pain about it. *Tis not unlikely that all Doors 
were laid open for his Departure, and perhaps 
not without the Privity of the. Prince = 7 
as reaſonably concluding, that the Kingdom 
might better be ſettled in his Abſence 5; But to 
affirm he had any Cauſe to apprehend the ſame 
Treatment with his Father, 1s an 8 
| Scanda 
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Seandal flung upon the Nation by a few bigot- 


ted French Scriblers, or the invidious Aſſertion 


of a Ruined Party at home, in the Bitterneſs of 
their Souls. Not one material Circumſtance a- 
greeing with thoſe in 1648; and the greateſt 
= of the Nation having preſerved the utmoſt 

orror for that ignominious Murder: But whe- 
ther his Removal were cauſed by his own Fears 
or other Mens Artifices, tis maniteſt to me, that 
ſuppoſing the Throne to be Vacant, which was 
the Foot they went upon, the Body of the Peo- 

le was thereupon left at Liberty to chuſe what 
Form of Government they pleaſed, by them- 
ſelves or their Repreſentatives. 

Tuk only Difficulty of any weight againſt 
the Proceedings at the Revolution, is an obvious 
Objection, to which the Writers upon that Sub- 
ject have not yet given a direct or ſufficient An- 
ſwer, as if they were in pain at ſome Conſe- 
quences which they apprehended thoſe of the 
contrary Opinion might draw from it. I will 
repeat this Objection as it was offered to me 
ſome time ago, with all its Advantages, by a very 
Pious, Learned, and worthy Gentleman of the 
Non-juring Party. 

Tux Force of his Argument turned upon this 
That the Laws made by the Supreme Power, 
cannot otherwiſe than by the Supreme Power 
be annulled : This conſiſtipg in England of a 
King, Lords and Commons, whereof each have 
a Negative Voice, no Two of them can Repeal 
or Enact a Law without Conſent of the Third; 
much leſs any one of them be entirely excluded 
from its Part of the Legiſlature by a Vere of the 
other Two. That all theſe Maxims were open- 
ly violated at the Revolution; where an Aſ- 
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ſembly of the Nobles' and People not ſummoned 
by the King's Writ (which was then an eſſential 
Part of theConſtitution) and conſequently no law- 
ful Meeting, did meerly upon their own Autho- 
rity, declare the King to have abdicated, the 
Throne vacant, and gave the Crown by a Vote 
to a Nephew, when there were three Children 
to Inherit, though by the fundamental Laws of 
the Realm the next Heir is immediately to Suc- 
ceed. Neither does it appear how a Prince's 
Abdication can make any other ſort of Vacancy 
in the Throne, than would be cauſed by his 
Death, ſince he cannot abdicate for his Children 
( who claim their Right of Succeſſion by Act 
of Parliament) otherwiſe than by his own Con- 
ſent in form to a Bill from the Two Houſes, 
Ap this is the Difficulty that ſeems chiet- 
ly to flick with the moſt reaſonable of thoſe, 
who from a meer Scruple of Conſcience refuſe 
to joyn with us upon the Revolution-Principle; 
but for the reſt are, I believe, as far from lov- 
ing Arbitrary Government, as any others can 
be, who are born under a free Conſtitution, 
and are allowed to have the leaſt Share of 
common good Senſe. f 

In this Objection there are two 8 in- 
cluded ; Firſt, Whether upon the foot of our 
Conſtitution as it ſtood in the Reign of the 
late King James; a King of England may be 
depoſed? The Second is, whether the People 
of England, convened by their own Authority, 
after the King had withdrawn himſelf in the 
manner he did, had Power to alter the Suc- 
ceſſion? 

As for the Firſt; It is a Point I ſhall not 
preſume to determine, and ſhall therefore only 


lay 
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ſay, that to any Man who holds the Negative, 
I would demand the Liberty of putting the 
Caſe as ſtrongly as I pleaſe. I will ſuppoſe 
2 Prince limited by Laws like ours, yet running 
into a thouſand Caprices of Cruelty like Nero or 
Caligula. I will ſuppoſe him to murder his Mo- 
ther and his Wife, to commit Inceſt, to Raviſh 
Matrons, to blow up the Senate, and burn his 
Metropolis, Openly to renounce God and Chriſt, 
and worſhip the Devil. Theſe and the like 
Exorbitances are in the Power of a Single Per- 
ſon to commit without the Advice of a Mini- 
ſtry, or Aſſiſtance of an Army. And if ſuch 2 
King, as I have deſcribed, cannot be Depoſed 
but * his own Conſent in Parliament; I do not 
well ſee how he can be reſiſed, or what can be 
meant by a limited Monarchy ; Or what fignifies 
the Peoples Conſent in making and repealing 
Laws, if the Perſon who adminiſters hath no 
Tye but Conſcience, and is anſwerable to none 
but God. I defire no ſtronger Proof that an 
Opinion muſt be falſe, than to find very great 
Abſurdities annexed to it; and there cannot be 
greater than in the preſent Caſe; For it is not 
a bare Speculation that Kings may run into ſuch 
Enormities as are ch ; the Practice 
may be proved by Examples not only drawn 
from the firit Cæſars or later Emperors, but ma- 
ny modern Princes of Europe; ſuch as Peter the 
r Philip the Second of Hain, Fobn Baſilovits 
of Muſcovy, and in our own Nation, King Jobn, 
Richard the Third, and Henry the Eighth. But 
there cannot be equal Abſurdities ſuppoſed in 
maintaining the contrary Opinion, becauſe it 
is certain, that Princes have it in their Power 
to keep a Majority on their fide by any tolera- 
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ble Adminiſtration; till provoked by continual 
Oppreſſion, no Man indeed can then anſwer 
where the Madneſs of the People will top. 

As to the ſecond Part of the objection; Whe- 
ther the People of England convened by their 
own Authority, upon King Fames's precipitate 
Departure, had Power to alter the Succeſſion? 

N Anſwer to this, I think it is manifeſt from 
the Practice of the Wiſeſt Nations, and who 
ſeem to have had the trueſt Notions of Freedom, 
that when a Prince was laid aſide for Male- 
adminiſtration, the Noble, and People, if they 
thought neceflary for the Publick Weal, did re- 
ſume the Adminiſtration of the Supreme Power 
(the Power it ſelf having been always in them) 
and did not only alter the Succeſſion, but often 
the very Form of Government too; Becauſe they 
believed there was no natural Right in oneMan to 
Govern another, but that all was by Inſtitution, 
Force, or Conſent. Thus, the Cities of Greece, 
when they drove out their Tyranncal Kings, ei- 
ther choſe others from a new Family, or abo- 
liſhed the Kingly Government, and became 
Free States. 'Thus the Romans, upon the expul- 
fion of Tarquin, found it was inconvenient for 
them to be ſubject any longer to the Pride, the 
Luft, the Cruelty and Arbitrary Will of Single 
Perſons, and therefore by general Conſent en- 
tirely altered the whele Frame of their Govern- 
ment. Nor do | find the Proceedings of either, 
in this Point, to have been condemned by any 
Hiſtorian of the ſucceeding Ages. 

Bur a great deal hath been already ſaid by 
other Writers upon this invidious and beaten 
Subject; therefore I ſhall let it fall, tho' the 
Point is commonly miſtaken, eſpecially by the 
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Lawers; who of all others ſeem leaſt to under- 
Rand the Nature of Government in general; 
like Under-workmen, who are expert enough 
at making a ſingle Wheel in a Clock, but are 
utterly ignorant how to adjuſt the ſeveral Parts, 
or regulate the Movement. 

To return therefore from this Digrefion ; It is 
a Church of England- Man's Opinion, that the Free- 
dom of a Nation conſiſts in an abſolute Unlimited 
Legiſlative Power, wherein the whole Body of the 
People are fairly repreſented, and in an Execu- 
tive Duly limited; becauſe on this fide likewiſe 
there may be dangerous 3 and a very ill 
Extream. For when two Parties in a State are 
pretty equal in Power, Pretenſions, Merit, and Vir- 
tur, (for theſe two laſt are, with relation to 
Parties and a Court, quite different Things ) it 
hath been the Opinion of the beit Writers up- 
on Government, that a Prince ought not in any 
fort ro be under the Guidance or Influence of 
either, becauſe he declines by this means from 
his Office of preſiding over the Whole, to be the 
Head of a Party; which beſides the Indignity, 
renders him anſwerable for all Publick Miſma- 
nagements, and the Conſequences of them ; And 
in whatever State this happens, there muſt ei- 
ther be a Weakneſs in the won or Miniſtry, or 
elſe the former 1s too much reſtrained by the 
Legiſlature. 

o conclude; A Church of England. Man may 
with Prudence and a good Conſcience approve 
the profeſſed Principles of one Party more than 
the other, according as he thinks they beſt pro-- 
mote the Good ot Church and State; but 
he will never be ſway'd by Paſſion or Intereſt 
ts advance an Opinien meerly becaule it is That 
© 
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Civil Animoſities. To enter into a Party as in- 
to an Order of Fryars, with ſo reſigned an Obe- 
dience to Superiors, is very unſuitable both with 
the Civil and Religious Liberties we ſo zealouſ- 
iy aſſert. Thus the Underſtandings of a whole 
Senate are often enſlaved by three or four Lead- 
ers on each Side, who inſtead of intending the 
Publick Weal, have their Hearts wholy ſet up- 
on Ways and Means how to get, or to keep Em- 
loyments. But to ſpeak more at large, how 
as this Spirit of Faction mingled it ſelf in with 
the Maſs of the People, changed their Natures 
and Manners, and the very Genius of the Na- 
tion ; broke all the Laws of Charity, Neigh- 
bourhood, Alliance and Hoſpitality, deſtroy'd 
all Ties of Friendſhip, and divided Families a- 
= themſelves; and no wonder it ſhould be 
o, when in order to find out the Character of 
a Perſon, inſtead of enquiring whether he be a 
Man of Virtue, Honour, Piety, Wit, good 
Senſe, or Learning; the modern Queſtion is on- 
Iy, Whether he be a Whie or a Tory? under which 
erms all good and ill Qualities are included. 
Now, becauſe it is a Point of Difficulty to 
chuſe an exact Middle between two ill Extreams, 
it may be worth enquiring in the preſent Caſe 
which of theſe a wile — a good Man would 
rather ſeem to avoid: Taking therefore their 
own good and ill Characters with due Abate- 
ments and Allowances for Partiality and Paſſion, 
I ſhould think that in order to preſerve the 
Conſtitution entire in Church and State, who- 
ever has a true Value for both, would be ſure to 
avoid the Extreams of Whig for the ſake of the 


former 
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I have now faid all I could think convenient 
upon ſo nice a Subject, and find I have the Am- 
bition common with other Reaſoners, to wiſh 
at leaſt that both Parties may think me in the 
richt, which would be of ſome uſe to thoſe who 
have any Virtue left, but are blindly drawn into 
the Extravagancies of either, upon falſe Repre- 
ſentations, to ſerve the Ambition or Malice of de- 
ſigning Men without any Proſpect of their own. 
But if that is not to be hoped for, my next 
Wiſh ſhould be, that both might think me is 
the wrong ; which I would underſtand as an am- 
ple Juſtification of my ſelf, and a ſure Ground 
to believe, that I have proceeded at, leaſt with 
Impartiality, and perhaps with Truth. 
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| May, as things now ſtand, be attended with 
| ome Inconveniencies, and perhaps not pro- 
| ; ** thoſe many good Effects propoſed there 
| ® 
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An very ſenſible what a Weakneſs and: Pre- 
ſumption it is, to reaſon againſt the gene- 
ral Humour and Diſpoſition of the World, 
U remember it was with great Juſtice, and 
2 due Regard to the Freedom both of the Pub- 
lick and the Preſs, forbidden upon ſeveral Pe- 
nalties to Write, or Diſcourſe, or lay Wagers 2. 
ainſt the — even before it was — 
y Parliament, becauſe that was look'd upon as a 
Deſign 
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Defign to oppoſe the Current ot the People, 
which beſides the Folly of it, is a manifeſt 
Breach of the Fundamental Law, that makes 
this Majority of Opinion the Voice of God. In 
like manner, and for the very ſame Reaſons, it 
may perhaps be neither ſafe nor prudent to 
argue againſt the Aboliſbing of Chriſtianity ; at a 
Jun cture when all Parties ſeem ſo unanimouſly 
determined upon the Point, as we cannot bur 
allow from their Actions, their Diſcourſes, and 
their Writings. However, I know not how, 
whether from the Affectation of Singularity, or 
the Perverſeneſs of Human Nature, but ſo it 
unhappily falls out, that I cannot be entirely 
of this Opinion. Nay, though I were ſure an 
Order were iſſued out for my immediate Pro- 
ſecution by the Attorney-General, I ſhould fill 
confeſs, that in the preſent Poſture of our Affairs 
at home or abroad, I do not yet ſee the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of extirpating the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion from among us. 

Tals perhaps may appear too great a Para- 
dox even for our wiſe and paradoxical Age to 
endure ; therefore I ſhall handle it with all 
Tenderneſs, and with the utmoſt Deference to 
that great and profound Majority, which is of 
another Sentiment. 

Axp yet the Curious may _— to obſerve, 
how much the Genius of a Natiowis liable to 
alter in halfan Age. I have heard it affirmed for 
certain by ſome very old People, that the contra- 
ry Opinion was even in their Memories as much 
in Vogue as the other is now; and that a Pro- 
ect for the Aboliſhing of Chriſtianity would then 

ave appeared as 2 and been thought as 
abſurd, as it would be at this time to write or 
diſcourſe in its Defence, THERE. 
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,  Tarnxerurs, | freely own, that all Appear- 
ances are again{t me. The Syſtem of the Gof- 
pel after the Fate of other Syitems is generally 
antiquated and exploded ; and the Maſs or Bo- 
dy ot the Common People, among whom it ſeems 
to have had its lateſt Credit, are now grown as 
much aſhamed of it as their Betters. Opini- 
ons like Faſhions always deſcending from thoſe 
of Quality to the Middle Sort, and thence to 
the Vulgar, where at length they are dropt and 
vaniſh. 
Bur here I would not be miſtaken, and muſt 
therefore be ſo bold as to borrow a Diſtinction 
from the Writers on the other fide, when they 
make a Difference betwixt Nominal and Real 
Trinitarians. I hope no Reader imagines me (6 
weak as to ſtand up in the Defence of Real Chri- 
ſtianity, ſuch as uſed in Primitive Times (if we 
may believe the Authors of thoſe Ages to have 
an re upon Mens Belief and Actions: To 
offer at the Reſtoring of That would indeed be 
2 wild Project; it would be to dig up Founda- 
tions, to deſtroy at one Blow all the Wit, and 
half the Learning of the Kingdom; to break the 
entire Frame and Conititution of Things, to ruin 
Trade, extinguiſh Arts and Sciences with the 
Profeſſors of them; in ſhort, to turn our Courts, 
Exchanges and Shops into Deſerts; and would 
be full as abſurd as the Propoſal of Horace, where 
he adviſes the Nomans, all in a Body, to leave 


their City, and ſeek a new Seat in ſome remote 


Part of the World, by way of a Cure for the 
Corruption of their Manners. 

TnERETORE I think this Caution was in it 
ſelf altogether unneceſſary (which I have inſert- 
ed only to prevent all poſlibility of Cavilling ) 
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fince every candid Reader will eaſily underſtand 
my Diſcourſe te be intended only in Defence 
of Nominal Nw IF the other having been 
for ſome time wholy laid afide by general Conſent, 
as utterly inconſiſtent with all our preſentSchemes 
of Wealth and Power. 

Bur why we ſhould therefore caſt off the 
Name and Title of Chriſtians, although the 
eneral Opinion and Reſolution be fo violent 
or it, I confeſs, I cannot (with Submiſſion) ap- 
rehend the Conſequence neceſſary. However, 
Hoo the Undertakers propoſe ſuch wonderful 
Advantages to the Nation by this Project, and 
advance many 2 Objections againſt the 
Syſtems of Chriſtianity, I ſhall briefly confider 
the ſtrength of both, fairly allow them their 
reateſt Weight, and offer ſuch Anſwers, as I 
ok moſt reaſonable. After which I will beg 
leave to ſhew what Inconveniencies may poſſibly 
happen by ſuch an Innovation, in the preſent 
Polture of our Affairs. | | | 

Fir, Ons great Advantage propoſed by the 
hbolifbing of Chriſtianity is, That it would very 
much enlarge and eſtabliſh Liberty of Con- 
ſeience, that great Bulwark of our Nation, and 
of the Proteſtant Religion, which is ſtill too much 
limited by Prieſt- craft, notwithſtanding all the 
ood Intentions of the Legiſlature, as we have 

tely found by a ſevere Inſtance. For it is 
confidently reported, that two young Gentlemen 
of real Hopes, bright Wit, and | par Judg- 
ment, who, upon a thorough Examination of 
Cauſes and Elec, and by the mecr Force of 
natural Abilities, without the leaſt Tincture of 
Learning, having made a Diſcovery, that there 
vas no God, and generouſly communicating their 

Thoughts 
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Thought for the good of the Publick, were ſome 
time ago, by an unparallell'd 8 and upon 
I know not what obſolete Law, Broke for Hlaſ- 
hemy. And as it hath been wiſely obſerved, 
if Perſecution once begins, no Man alive knows 
how far it may reach, or where it will end. 


Is Anſwer to all which, with Deference to 


r [ think this rather ſhews the 
Neceſſity of a Nominal Religion among us. 
Great Wits love to be free with the higheſt Ob- 
jets; and if they cannot be allowed a God to 
revile or renounce, they will ſpeak evil of Dig- 
nities, abuſe the Government, and reflect up- 
on the Miniſtry, which I am ſure few will de- 
ny to be of much more pernicious Conſequence, 
according to the Saying of Tyberius, Deorum Of- 


fenſa Diis cure, As to the particular Fact re- 


lated, I think it is not fair to argue from one 
Inſtance, perhaps another cannot be produced, 
= (to the Comfort of all thoſe, who may 

apprehenſive ef Perſecution) Blaſphemy we 


know is freely ſpoke a Million of times in e- 


very Coffee-Houſe and Tavern, or where-ever 
elſe good Company meet. It muft be allow- 
ed indeed, that to break an Ergliſb Free- born 
Officer only for Blaſphemy, was, to ſpeak the 
gentleſt of ſuch an Action, a very high ftrain of 
abſolute Power. Little can be ſaid in Excuſe 
for the General ; perhaps he was afraid it might 
give Offence to the Allies, among whom, for 
ought we know, it may be the Cuſtom of the 
Country to believe a God. But if he argued, 
as ſome have done, upon a Miſtaken Principle, 
that an Officer, who is guilty of ſpeaking Blzf- 

hemy, may ſome time or other proceed ſo 

r as to raiſe a Mutiny, the Conſequence is by 

2 no 
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no Mans to be admitted; For, ſutely, the Com- 
n | fhander of an EA Army is like to be but ill 
(. wy bor whoſe Soldiers fear and reverence him 
26 little as they do a Deity. 
„ | Ir is further objected againſt the Goſpel-Sy- 
ſtem, that it obliges Men to the Belief of hings 
o || too difficult for Free-Thinkers, and ſuch who 
+ || have ſhook off the Prejudices that uſually cling 
„ || to 2 confin'd Education. To which I anſwer, 
„ chat Men ſhould be cautious how they raiſe Ob- 
0 
J 


© || jections which reflect upon the Wiſdom of the 
„ Nation. Is not every Body freely allowed to be- 
5 eve whatever he pleaſes, and to publiſh his 
. belief to the World whenever he thinks fit, eſpe- 
» I cally if it ferves to firengthen the Party which 
Via the Bake? Would any indifferent Foreigner, 
e. ho ſhould read the Trumpery lately written 
e BY A, Tindall, Toland, Coward, and Forty \ 
1 | hore, imagine the Goſpel to be our Rule of i 
Rich, and to be confirmed by Parliaments ? 

Does any Man either believe, or ſay he believes, 

e er defire to have it thought that he ſays he be- 

er leves one SyHable of the Matter? and is any i 
„lun worſe received upon that Score, or does he 
ind his want of Nominal Faith a Difadvantage 
e I him in the purſuit of any Civil or Military 
of [| Employment? What if there be an old dormant — | 
ſe I Natute: or two againſt him, are they not now 
ut | Mfolete, to à degree, that Empſon and Dudley ' if 
or tdemſelves, if they were now alive, would find 1 
de it impoſſible to put them in Execution. 1 
4 Ir is likewiſe urged, that there are, by Compu- | 
is tation, in this Kingdom, above Ten "Thouſand 4 
{. kuſons, whoſe Revenues added to thoſe of my a 
ſo Lords and Biſhops, would ſuffice to maintain 3 
,y leaſt two Hundred young Gentlemen of — I! 

an 
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and Pleaſure, and Free- thinking Enemies to Prieſt 
craft, narrow Principles, Pedantry, and Preju- 
dices, who might be an Ornament to the Court 
and Town: And then, again, ſo great a Num- 
ber of able [ bodied ] Divines might be a Re- 
cruit to our Fleet and Armies. This indeed ap- 

ars to be a Conſideration of ſome Weight: 

ut then, on the other ſide, ſeveral things de- 
ſerve to be conſidered likewiſe : As, firſt, Whe- 
ther it may not be thought neceſſary that in cer- 
tain Tracts of Country, like what we call Pa: 
riſhes, there ſhould be one Man at leaſt, of A- 
bilities to Read and Write. Then it ſeems 2 
wrong Computation, that the Revenues of the 
Church throughout this Iſland would be large 
enough to maintain two hundred Young Gentle- 
men, or even half that Number, after the pre- 
ſent refined way .of Living, that is, to allow 
each of them ſuch a Rent, . as in the modern 
Form of Speech, would make them 6400 But 
ſtill there is in this Project a greater Miſchief be- 
hind: And we ought to beware of the Wo- 
man's Folly, who killed the Hen, that every 
Morning laid her a Golden Egg. For, pray, 
what would become of the Race of Men in 
the next Age, if we had nothing to truſt to 
beſides the Scrophulus conſumptive Production 
furniſhed by our Men of Wit and Pleaſure, when 
having ſquandred away their Vigour, Health and 
Eftates, they are forced by ſome diſagreeable 
Marriage to piece up their 4 Fortunes, and 
entail Rottenneſs and Politeneſs on their Poſteri- 
ty? Now here are Ten thouſand Perſons redu- 
ced by the wiſe Regulations of Henry the Eighth, 
to the neceſſity of a low Dyet, and moderate 
Exerciſe, who are the only great Reſtorers - on 

ree 
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*. Breed ; without which, the Nation would in an 
Age or two, become but one great Hoſpital. 
rt AxoTawrR Advantage propoſed by the Aboliſbing - 
ef Chriſtianity, is, the clear Gain of one day in 
&- © Seven, which is now entirely loſt; and conſe- 
P 13 Kingdom one Seventh leſs conſidera- 
t: ble in Trade, Buſineſs, and Pleaſure ; beſide the 
e. Loſs to the Publick of ſo many ftately Structures 
now in the Hands of the Clergy, which might 
be converted into Play-houſes, Exchanges, Mar- 
i I ket-houſes, Common Dormitories, and other 
* Publick Edifices. | 

2 hope, I ſhall be forgiven a hard Word, if I call 
be this a perfect Cavil. J readily own there hath 4 
ge been an oldCuſtom time out of mind, for People to 1 
le: ¶ afſemble in the Churches every Sunday, and that 
fe Shops are ftill frequently ſhut, in —— as it is 
# I conceived, to preſerve the Memory of that antient 
Practice; but how this can prove a hindrance to | 
Buſineſs or Pleaſure, is hard to imagine. What | 
de. if the Men of Pleaſure are forced one Day in the | 
o: Week to Game at home inſtead of the Chocolate- | | 
Y Houſe? are not the Taverns and Coffee-Houſes open? | 


Can there be a more convenient Seaſon for ta- 
in king a Doſe of Phyſick? Are fewer Claps got 
| hey Sundays than other Days? Is not that the 
ion chief Day for Traders to Sum up the Accounts 
zen Hof the Week, and for Lawyers to prepare their 
nd Briefs? But I would fain know how it can ba 4 
tended, that the Churches are miſapplied. ' 
- | Vhere are more Appointments and Rendez- 
rr wuzes of Gallantry ? Where more care to ap- 


du - N pear in the foremoſt Box with oreater 2 1 


thy of Dreſs? Where more Meetings for Bufineſs? - 
1 Where more Bargains driven of all forts? And 1 
) 


d here ſo many Conveniencies or Ineitements to 4 
4 H 2 THERE i 
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Tax is one Advantage greater than any of 


the foregoing, propoled by the Abeliſbing of 
Chriſtianity, that it will utterly extinguiſh Par- 
ties among us, by removing thoſe Factious Di- 
ſtinctions of High and Low Church, of Whig and 
Tory, Presbiterian and Church of England, which are 
now ſo many mutual Clogs upon publick Pro. 
ceedings, and are apt to prefer the gratifying 
themſelves or depreſſing their Adverſaries, be- 
fore the moſt importent Intereſt of the State. 

I confeſs, if it were certain, that ſo great an 
Advantage would redound to the Nation by this 
— would ſubmit and be ſilent: But, 
will any Man ſay, that if the Words Drink: 
ing, Cheating, Lying, Stealing were by AG of Par- 
liament ejected out of the Engliſh * and 
Dictionaries, we ſhould all awake next ning 
Chaſte and Temperate, Honeſt and Ju 
Lovers of Truth. Is this a fair Conſequence ? 
Or if the Phyficians would forbid us to pro- 
nounce the Words Pax, Gout, Rheumatifos, and 
Stone, would that Expedient ſerve like ſo many 
Taliſmans to * the Diſeaſes themſelves 
Are Party and Faction rooted in Mens Hearts 
no deeper than Phraſes borrowed from Re- 
ligion or founded upon no firmer Principles? 
And is our Language ſo poor, that we cannot 
find other Terms to expreſs them? Are Envy, 
Pride, Avarice and Ambition ſuch ill Nomen- 
clators, that they cannot furniſh , Appellations 
for their Owners? Will not Meydukes and Mw 
malukes, Mandarins and Paiſhaws, or any other 
Words formed at Pleaſure, ſerve to diffinguiſh 
thoſe who are. in the Miniftry from others, who 
would be in it if they could? What for in- 
ſtance is eaſier than to vary the Form of m_— 
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and inſteed of the Word Church, make it a 
Queſtion in Politicks, Whether the Monument 


at hand to furniſh a few convenient Phraſes, 
is our Invention ſo barren, we can find no o- 
thers? Suppoſe for Argument. ſake, that the 
Tories favoured Margarita, the Whies Mrs. Tofts, 
and the Trimmers Valentini, would not Margari- 
tians, Toftians and Valentinians be very tolerable 
Marks of Diſtinction? The Praſai and Veneti, 
two moſt virulent Factions in {taly, began (if 
I remember right) by a Diſtinction of Colours 
in Ribbands, which we might do with as good 
a Grace about the Dignity of the Blew and the 
Green, and ſerve as properly to divide the Court, 
the Parliament and the Kingdom between them, 
as any Terms of Art whatſoever, borrowed from 
Religion. And therefore I think there is little 
Force in this Objection againft Chriſtianity or 
proſpect of ſo great an advantage as is propoſ- 
ed in the Abolifhing of it. TEP 

Tis again objected as a very abſurd ridiculous 
Cuſtom, that a Set of Men ſhould be ſuffered, 
much leſs employed and hired to bawl one Da 
in Seven againſt the Lawfulneſs of thoſe Methods 
moſt in uſe towards the Parſuit of Greatneſs, 
Riches, and Pleaſure, which are the conſtant 
Practice of all Men alive on the other Six. 
But this Objection is, I think, a little unworthy 
ſo refined an Age as ours. Let us argue this 


Matter calmly + I appeal to the Breaſt of any 


polite Free-Thmker, whether in the purſuit of 
gratifying 2 predominant Paſſion, he hath not 
always felt a wonderful Incitement, by reflecting 
it was a Thing forbidden: And. therefore we 
ſee, in order to cultivate this Teſt, the Wiſdom 


H 3 | of 


be in Danger? Becauſe Religion was neareſt 
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of the Nation hath taken ſpecial Care, that the 
Ladies ſhould be furniſhed' with Prohibited 
Silks, and the Men with Prohibited Wine: And 
indeed it were to be wiſh'd, that ſome other 
Prohibitions were promoted, in order to improve 
the Pleaſures of the Town, which for want of 
ſuch Expedients begin already, as I am told, to 
flag and grow languid, giving way daily to cru- 


el Inroads from the Spleen. -. 


Tis likewiſe propoſed as a great Advantage 
to the Publick, that if we once diſcard the 8y f. 
tem of the Goſpel, all Religion will of courſe 
be baniſhed for ever, and conſequently along 
with it, thoſe grievous Prejudices of Education, 
which under the Names of Virtue, Conſcience, 
Honour, Juſtice, and the like, are ſo apt to 
difturb the Peace of human Minds, and the 
Notions whereof are ſo hard to he eradicated 
by Right Reaſon or Free-Thinking, ſometimes 
during the whole Courſe of our Lives. 

_ - Here firſt, I obſerve how difficult it is to 
get rid of a Phraſe, which the World is once 
grown fond of, though the occafion that firſt 
3 it be entirely taken away. For ſome 
Tears paſt, if a Man had but an ill favoured Noſe, 
the Deep-Thinkers of the Age would ſome way 
or other contrive to impute the Cauſe to the 

Prejudice of his Education. From this Foun- 
tain were ſaid to be derived all our fooliſh 
Notions of Juſtice, Piety, Love of our Country, 
all our Opinions of God or 2 Future State, 
Heaven, Hell, and the like: And there might 
formerly perhaps have been ſome Pretence for 
this Charge. But ſo effectual Care hath been 
fince taken, to remove thoſe Prejudiceg by an 
entire Change in the Methods of ——* 
p t at 
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that (with Honour: I mention it to our Polite 
Innovators ) the Young Gentlemen, who are 
now on the Scene, ſeem to have not the leaſt 
Tincture left of thoſe Infuſions, or String of 
thoſe Weeds, and by conſequence the Reaſon 
for Aboliſbing Nominal Chriſtianity upon that Pre- 
text, is wholly ceaſt. 28.20 1 | 
Fon the reſt, it may perhaps admit a Contro- 
verſy, whether the Baniſhing all Notions of 
Religion whatſoever, would be convenient for the 
Vulgar. Not that I am in the leaſt of Opini- 
on with thoſe, who hold Religion to have been 
the Invention of Politicians, to keep the lower 
— of the World in Awe by the fear of Inviſible 

owers; unleſs Mankind were then very dif- 
ferent from what it is now; For I look upon 
the Mais or Body of our People here in Leg. 
land, to be as Free- Thinkers, that is to ſay, as 
ſtanch Unbelievers, as any of the higheſt Rank. 
But I conceive ſome ſcattered Notions about a 
Superior Power to be of ſingular Uſe for the 
Common People, as furniſhing excellent Mate- 
rials to kee Children quiet when they grow 
peeviſh, and providing Topicks of Amuſement 
in a tedious Winter Night. 
LasrLy, Tis propoſed as a ſingular Advan- 
tage, that the: Aboliſhing of Chriſtianity will 
very much contribute to the uniting of Proteſ* 
tante, by enlarging the Terms of Communion, 
{o-as'to take in all forts of Diſſenters, who are 
now ſhut out of the Pale upon Account of a 
few Ceremonies, which all Sides confeſs to be 
Things indifferent: That this alone will effectu- 
ally anſwer the great Ends of a Scheme for 
Comprehenſion, by opening a large noble Gate, 
at which all Bodies may enter; whereas the 
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chaffering with Diſſenters, and dodging about 
this or t other Ceremony, is but like opening 
a few Wickets, and leaving them at Jarr, by 
which no more than one can get in at a time, 
and that not without ſtooping and fideling, and 
ſqueeſing his Body. en 0:5 

To all this I anſwer, That there is one dar- 
ling Inclination of Mankind, which uſually at- 
s to be a Retainer to Religion, though ſhe 
be neither its Parent, its Godmother, nor its 
Friend; I mean the Spirit of Oppoſition, that 
lived long before Chriſtianity, and can ear 
fly ſubſiſt without it. Let us, for Inſtance, ex- 
amine wherein the Oppoſition of Seftaries among 
us conſiſts; we ſhall find Chriſtianity to have 
no Share in it at all. Does the Goſpel any 
where preſcribe a ftarch'd ſ{queez'd Countenance, 
2 Riff formal Gate, a Singularity of Manners 
and Habit, or any affected Forms and Modes 
of Speech different from the reaſonable Part of 
Mankind. Yet, if Chriſtianity did not lend its 
Name, to ſtand in the Gap, and to employ or 
divert theſe Humours, they muſt of neceſſity be 
ſpent in Contraventions to the Laws of the 

nd, and Diſturbance of the Publick Peace. 
There is a, Portion of Enthufiaſm aſſigned to 
every Nation, which if it hath not proper Ob- 
jects to work on, will burſt out, and ſet all 
into a Flame. If the _ of a State can be 
bought by only flinging en a few Ceremonies 
to — it is a Purchaſe no wiſe Man would 
refuſe. Let the Maſtiffs amuſe themſelves about 
2 Sheep-ſkin ſtuff d with Hay, provided it will 
keep them from Worrying the Flock. The In- 
ſtitution of Convents abroad, ſeems in one Point 
2 Strain of great Wiſdom, there being few Ir- 

a regularities 
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regularities in human Pa which may not 
have recourſe to vent themſelves in ſome of 
thoſe Orders, which are fo many Retreats for 
the Speculative, the Melancholly, the Proud, 
the Silent, the Politick and the Moroſe, to 
— themſelves, and evaporate the Noxious 
ticles; for each of whom we in this Iſland 
are forced to provide a ſeveral Se& of Religi- 
on; to keep them Quiet; and whenever Chriſti 
y ſhall be Abol;ſbed, the Legiſlature muft 
find ſome other Expedient to employ and en- 
tertain them. For what imports it how | 
2 Gate you if there will be always left 
1 Number, who place a Pride and a Merit in 
not coming iss. LB. 
=” = thus we ogy ho the „ . 
tant ions againſt Chriſtanity, and the chi | 
— propoſed by the Abeiſbing there- | 
of; I ſhall now with equal Deference and Sub- 1 
miſſion to wifer Judgments as before, 1 
to mention a few” Inconvenĩencies that may hap- 
pen, if the Gaſpel ſhould be repealed; which 
perhaps the Projectors may not have ſufficiently 
red: oy ene? e 1 


Ap firſt, I am very ſenfible how much the 
Gentlemen of Wit and Pleafure ate apt to mur- 
mur, and be c at the fight of ſo many 
dGpgled-tathr Parſons, that happen to fall in 
their way, and offend their Eyes; but at the 
ſame time theſe wiſe Reformers do not confider 
what an Advantage and Felicity it is, for great 
Wits to be always provided with Objecte of 
Scorn- and Contempt, in order to exerciſe and 
improve their Talents, and divert their 

rom falling on each other or on themfe 
ſpecially when all this may be done wit 
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immaginable Danger to their Per. 


another Argument of à parallel 
Nature. If Chriftianity were once Abolzſbed, how 
could the Free-Thinkers, the Strong-Reaſoner, 
and the Men of profound Learning be able to 
ind another Subject ſo calculated in all Point; 
- whereon to diſplay their Abilities. What wor 
derful Productions of Wit ſhould we be deprived 
of, from thoſe whoſe Genius by continual Practice 
-hath been wholly: turn'd upon Raillery and In 
-vectives againſt Religion, and would therefore 
never be able to ſhine or diſtinguiſh themſelves 
_ any other Subject. We are daily com- 
Plaining of the great Decline of Wit — us, 
and would we take away the greateſt, perhaps 
the only Topick we have left? Who would e- 
ver have ſuſpected Agi for a Wit, or Toland for 2 


Philoſopher, if the inexhauſtible ſtock of Chriſ· 


tianity had not been at hand to provide them 
with Materials? What other Subject through 
all Art or Nature could have produced Tindd 
fur a profound Author, or furniſhed him with 
Readers? It is the wiſe Choice of the Subject 
that alone adorns and diſtinguiſhes the Writer, 
For; had a Hundred fuch Pens as theſe been 
employed on the fide of Religion, they would 
-_ immediately ſunk into Silence and Ob 
nvion. 3 | | 

Non do I think it wholly groundleſs, or my 
Fears altogether imaginary, that the Aboliſving 
of Chriſtianity may perhaps bring the Church 
in Danger, or at leaſt put the Senate to the 
Trouble of another Securing Vote, I defire, | 
may not be miſtaken; I am far from 
ing to affirm or think, that the Churc 
9441 Danger 
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Danger at preſent, or as Things now: ſtand ; 
but we know not how ſoon it may. be ſo, 


when the Chriſtian Religion is Repealed. | As 


plauſible © as this Project ſeems, there may 
4 dangerous Defign lurk under it; Nothing 


can be more notorious than that the Atheiſts 


op I 
Deiſts, Socinia us, Anti- Trinitarians, and other Sub: 
divifions of Free-Thinkers, are Perſons of 
little Zeal: for the preſent Eccleſiaſtical Eſta- 
bliſhment : Their declared Opinion is for Re- 
aaling rhe Sacramental Teſt; they are very in- 
Iiforent with regard to Ceremonies; nor da 
they hold the Fs Divinum of Epi ſcopacy. Theres 
fore they may be intended as one Politick Ste 
towards altering: the Conſtitution of the Church 
Eftabliſhed, and ſetting up Presbitery in the ſtead, 
which I leave to be further confidered by ' thoſe 
at the Helm. eto ng: Po emu 
I the laſt Place, I think nothing can ba more 
plain, than that by this Expedient, we ſhall 
run into the Evil we chiefly pretend to avoid; 
and that the Aboliſument of the Chriſtian, Re- 
lipion will be the readieſt Courſe we can take 
to introduce Popery. And I am the more in- 
elined to this Opinion, becauſe we know it has 
been the conſtant Practice of the Feſuits to ſend 
over Emiflaries, with Inſtructions to perſonate 
themſelves Members of the ſeveral prevailing, 
Sets amongſt us. So it is recorded, that ey 
have at ſundry Times appeared in the Guile 
of Presbiterians, Anabaptiſts, Independents and Quak- 
#5, according as any of theſe were moſt in Cres 
dit; ſo, ſince the Faſhion hath been taken up 
of exploding Religion, the Popiſp Miſſionaries 
have not been wanting to mix with the Free- 
Thinkers; among whom, Toland the great vent 
- cle 
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cle of the Anti-Chriftians is an Iriſb Prieſt, the 
Son of an Iriſo Prieſt; and the moſt Learned of 
and Ingenious Author of a Book called the Right, N whi 
of the Chriftian Church, was in à proper JunQure ¶ reac 
reconciled to the Nomiſb Faith, whoſe true Son, and 
as appears by a hundred Paſſages in his Treatiſe, 
he fill continues. Perhaps I could add ſome o- N fay, 
thers to the Number; but the Fact is beyond iy * 
Diſpute, and the Reaſoning they proceed by Inſt 
is right : For ſuppoſing Chriſtianity to be ex- can 
tinguiſhed, the People will never be at Eaſe till I not 
they find out ſome other Method of Worſhip; Non! 
which will as infallibly produce Superſtition, as © in { 
this will end in Popery. mat 
Ax therefore, if notwithſtanding all I have Fre 
faid, it ſtill be thought neceſſary to have a Bill L 
brought in for Repealing Chriſtianity, I would the 
humbly offer an Amendment; that inſtead of be 
the Word any, may be put Religion in ge- © mo! 
neral, which I conceive will much better anſwer Tin 
ll the good Ends propoſed by the Projectors of I june 
it. For, as long as we leave in being, a God and IF out, 
his Providence, with all the neceflary Conſe If the 
ates which curious and inquifitive Men will I to] 
apt to draw from ſuch Premiſſes, we do not i upo 
rike at the Root of the Evil, though we ſhould I an 
ever ſo effeftually annihilate the preſent Scheme ſelv 
of the Goſpel; For, of what uſe is Freedom of and 
Thought, rf it will not produce Freedom of Em 
Action, which is the ſole End, how remote fo lize 
ever in appearance, of all Objections again If dou 
Chriſtianity? And therefore, the Free-Thinken If Rel 


confider it as 2 fort of Edifice, wherein all the 2 G 

1 Parts have ſuch! a mutual Dependence on each Yen 

en to out one ſingle 1 

muſt fall to the * grea 
is 


other, that if you hap 
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his was happily expreſt by him who had hear 
8 


d 
of a Text brought for Proof of the e 
y 


which in Antient Manuſcript was differen 
read, He thereupon immediately took the Hint, 
and by a ſudden Deduction of a long Sorites, 
moſt Logically concluded; Why, if. it be as you 
ſay, I may fa ay Where and Drink on, and de- 
fy the Parſon, From which, and many the like 
Inſtances eaſy to be produced, I think 

can be more manifeſt, than that the 3 1s 
not againſt any Particular Points of hard digeſti- 
on in the Chriſtian Syſtem, but againſt Religion 
in general, which by laying Reſtraints on Hu- 
man Nature, is ſuppoſed the great Enemy to the 
Freedom of Thought and Action. 

Uro the whole, if it (hall {till be thought for 
the Benefit of Church and State, that Chriſtianity, 
be Aboliſhed ; I conceive however, it may be 
more convenient to defer the Execution to 2 
Time of Peace, and not venture in this Con- 
juncture to diſoblige our Allies, who, as it falls 
out, are all Chriſtians, and many of them, by 
the Prejudices of their Education ſo bigotted, as 
to place a ſort of Pride in the Appellation. If 
upon being rejected by them, we are to truſt to 
an Alliance with the Turk, we ſhall find our 
ſelves much deceived : For, as he is too remote, 
and generally engaged in War with the Perſian 
Emperor, ſo his People would be more ſcanda- 
lized at our Infidelity, than our Chriſtian Neigh- 
bours, For they are not only ſtrict Obſervers of 
Religious Worſhip ; but what is worſe, believe 
a God, which is more than is required of us, e- 
ven while we preſerve the Name of Chriſtians. 

To conclude, whatever ſome may think of the 
great Advantages to Trade by this favourite 

Scheme, 


nothing 
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Scheme, I do very' much . that in 
Six Months time after the A 

Extirpation of the Goſpel, the Bank, and Eap- 
India Stock may fall at leaſt One per Cent. And 
fince that is Fifty Times more than ever the 
Wiſdom of our Age thought fit to venture for 
the Preſervation of Chriſtianity, there is no Rea- 
ſon we ſhould be at ſo great a Loſs meerly for 
the Sake of deftroying it; | | 
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To be Counteſs of Berkeley. 


Maran, 


Intention in prefixing Your Lady- 
ſhip's Name, is not, after the Com- 
mon Form, to defire Your Protection 
of the following Papers; which I. 

take to be a very unreaſonable Requeſt ; ſince 
by being inſcribed to your Ladyſhip, tho”. 
without your Knowledge, and from a concealed 
Hand, you cannot recommend them * 
| ome 
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112 . A PROJECT for the 
ſome Suſpicion of Partiality. My real Defi 
10% 1 the very fame + have often detelt 
ed in moſt Dedications; That of publiſhing 
your Praiſes to the World. Not upon the Sub- 
ect of your Neble Birth, for I know others as 
Noble ; or of the Greatneſs of your Fortune, for 
I'know others far greater; of of that beautify] 
Race (the Images of their Parents) which calls 
— Mother: For even this may perhaps have 
en equall'd in ſome other Age or Country. 
Befides, none of theſe Advantages do deri ve any 
Accompliſhments to the Owners, but ſerve at 
beſt only to adorn what they really poffeſs. 
What I intend, is your Piety, Truth, good 
Senſe, and good Nature, Affability and Charity; 
wherein I wiſh your 1 . bad many _ 5 
or any Superiors; and I wiſh, I could ſay, I knew 
them too, for then Your Ladyſhip might have 
had a Chance to eſcape this Addreſs. In the 
mean time, I think it hi hly neceſſary for the 
Intereſt of Virtus and Religion that the whole 
Kingdom fhould be informed in ſome Parts of 
Your Character: For Inſtance; that the eaſi- 
eſt and politeſt Converſation, joyn'd with the 
trueſt Piety, may be obſerved in Your Lady: 
| ſhip in as great Perfection, as they were ever 
ſeen apart in any other Perſons. That by Your 
Prudence and Management under ſeveral - Diſad- 


vantzges, You brave preſervd the Luſture of 


that moſt Noble Family inte which You art 
d, and which the unmeaſartble Profwfion 
. Anceſtors for many Generations had too 
much eclipfed. Then, how happily Tou perform 
every. Office of Life to which Providence hath 
called Lou: In the Education of thoſe: two in 
_cortypatrzble Daughters, whoſe Conduct is wy 

| verſally 
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uz admir'd; in every Duty of à Prudent, 
Complying, Affectionate Wife; in that Care 
which deſcends to the meaneſt of your Dome- 
flicks ; and laſtly, in that endleſs Bounty to the 
Poor, and Diſcretion where to diſtribute it. I 
inſiſt on my Opinion, that it is of Importance 
for the Publick to know this and a great deal 
more of your Ladyſhip; yet whoever goes a- 
bout to inform them, aſl inſtead of finding 
Credit, perhaps be cenſured for a Flatterer. 'To 
avoid ſo uſual a Reproach, I declare this to 
be no Dedication, but properly an Introduction 
to a Propoſal for the Advancement of Religion and No- 
al by tracing, however imperfectly, ſome few 
Lineaments in the Character of a Lady, who 
hath ſpent all her Life in the Practice and Pro- 
motion of both. 


MONG all the Schemes offered ro the Pub- 
J lick in this projecting Age, I have obſerv- 
ed with ſome Dicplealare, that there have ne- 
ver been any for the „ romeng of Religion 
and Morals; Which, beſides the Piety of rhe 
Deſign from the Conſequences of ſuch a Refor- 
mrtion in a future Life, would be the beſt natu- 
nl Means for advancing the Publick ny of 
the State, as well as the preſent Happineſs of 
every Individual. For, as much as Faith and 
Morality are declined among us, I am altoge- 
ther confident, they might in a ſhort Time, and 
with no very great Trouble, be raiſed to as high 
Perfection, as Numbers are capable of recei- 
ring, Indeed the Method is ſo eaſy and obvious, 
and ſome preſent Opportunities ſo good, that in 
order to have this Project reduced to Practice, 


there ſceme to want nothing more than to put 
I thoſ> 
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thoſe in mind, who by their Honour, Duty, and 
Intereſt are chiefly concerned. | 


Bur, Becauſe it is Idle to pra ſe Remedies 
eale, 


before we are aſſur'd of the Di or to be in 
ain *till we are convinced of the Danger ; 1 
all firſt ſhew in general, that the Nation is 
extreamly corrupted in Religion and Morals ; 
and then I will offer a ſhort Scheme for the 
Reformation of both. 
As to the Firſt; I know, it is reackoned but 
a Form of Speech, when Divines complain of 
the Wickedneſs of the Age: However I believe 
upon a fair Compariſon with other 'Times and 
* it would be found an undoubted 
ruth. er e be 
Fox, Firſt; To deliver nothing but plain 
Matter of Fact without Exaggeration or Satyr; 
1 apgoſs it will be rantad, Har hardly one in 
a hundred among our People of Quality or Gen- 
try, appears to act by any one Principle of Re 
ligion ; That great Numbers of them do entirely 
diſcard it, and are ready to own their Disbelief 
of all Revelation in ordinary Diſcourſe. Nor is 
the Caſe much better among the Vulgar, eſpe 
cially in great Towns, where the Prophanenels 
and Ignorance of Handicrafts-men, ſmall Tread 
ers, Servants, and the like, are to a Degree ve- 
hard to be imagined greater. Then, it 1 
79 abroad, that no Race of Mortals hath 
ſo little Senſe of Religion as the Fnglifſs Sol- 
diers; to confirm which, I have been often 
told by great Officers in the Army, that in the 
whole Compaſs of their Acquaintance they could 
not recollect three of their Profeſſion, who ſeemed 
to regard or believe one Syllable of the Goſ 
pel: And the ſame at leaſt may be affirmed o 
the 
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the Fleet. The Conſequences of all which u 

on the Actions of Men are equally manifeſt. 
They never go about, as in former times, to hide 
one their Vices, but expoſe them freely 
to Vicw, like any other common Occurences of 
Life, without the leaſt Reproach from the 
World or themſelves. For inſtance, any Man 
will tell you, he intends to be drunk this Even- 
ing, or was fo laſt Night, with as little Cere- 
mony or Scruple, as he would tell you the time 


of the Day. He will let you know he is going 


toa Whore, or that- he has got a Clap, with 


as much Indifferency as he would a piece of 


Publick News. He will Swear, Curſe, or Blaſ- 
eme without the leaſt Paſſion or Provocation. 
d, though all Regard for Reputation is not 
quite laid aſide in the other Sex, tis however 
at ſo low an Ebb, that very few among them 
ſeem to think Virtue and Conduct of abſolute 
Neceſſity for Preferving it. If this be not ſo, 
how comes it to paſs; that Women of tainted 
Reputations find the ſame Countenance and Re- 
ception in all publick Places, with thoſe of the 
niceſt Virtue, who pay, and receive Viſits from 
them without any manner of Scruple; which 
Proceeding; as it is not very old among us, ſo 
I take it to he of moſt pernicious Conſequence : 


It looks like a fort of compounding between 
Virtue and Vice, as if a Woman were allowed 


to be Vicious, provided ſhe be not profligate ; as 
if there — certain Point where S 
ends, and Infamy begins; or that à hundred 
1 Amours were not as pardonable as half 
A icore. 
Bast thoſe Corruptions already mentioned, 
it would be endleſs to \ Tg ſuch as 1 
2 rom 
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from the Exceſs of Play, or Gaming: The 
Cheats, the Quarrels, the Oaths and Blaſphe- 
mies among the Men, amons the Women, the 
Neglect of Houſhold Affairs, the Unlimited Free- 
doms, the Undecent Paſſion; and laſtly, the 
known Inlet to all Lewdneſs, when after ill Run, 
the Perſon muſt anſwer the Defects of the Parſe : 
The Rule on ſuch Occafions holding true in Play 
as it does in Law; Quod non babet in Crumena, luat 
in Corpore. FEB 0 
Bur all theſe are Trifles in compariſon, if we 
— into other Scenes, and conſider the Fraud 
and Confinage of Trading- men and Shop-keep- 
ers; that inſatiable Gulph of Injuſtice and O 
reſſion, the Law. The open Traffick of all 
ivil and Military Employments (I wiſh it reſt 
ed there) without the leaſt Regard to Merit or 
Qualifications: The corrupt Management of 
Men in Office; the many deteſtable Abuſes in 
Chuſing thoſe, who Repreſent the People, with 
the — — of Intereſts and Factions 2 
mong the Repreſentatives. To which I muſt be 
bold to add the Ignorance among ſome of the 
Lower Clergy ; the mean ſervile 'Temper of o- 
thers ; the pert Pragmatical Demeanour of ſeve- 
ral young Stagers in Divinity, upon their firſt 
ucing themſelves into the World ; with mz 
ny other Circumſtances needleſs, or rather invi 
dious to mention ; which —_— with the Cor- 
ruptions already related, have, however unjuſtly, 
almoſt render d the whole Order contemptible. 
Tuts is a ſhort View of the general Depravr 
ties among us, without * particulars, 
which would be an endleſs Labour. Now, a 
univerſal and deep rooted as theſe appear to be, 
I am utterly deceived, if an. effectua Remedy 
| might 
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might not be applied to moſt of them; neither 
am I at preſent upon a wild ſpeculative Project, 
but ſuch a one, as may be eaſily put in Execu- 
tion. . 

Fox, while the Prerogative of giving all Em- 
ployments continues in the Crown, either im- 
mediately or by Subordination, it is in the Pow- 
er of the Prince to make Piety and Virtue be- 
come the Faſhion of the Age, if at the ſame 
time he would make them neceſſary Qualifi- 
cations for Favour and Preferment. 

Ir is clear from preſent Experience, that the 
bare Example of the beſt Prince, will not have 
any mighty Influence where the Age is very cor- 
rupt. For, when was there ever a better Prince 
on the Throne than the preſent Queen? I do 
not talk of her Talent for Government, her 


Love of the People, or any other Qualities that 


are purely Regal ; but her Piety, Charity, Tem- 
perance, Conjugal Love, and whatever other Vir- 
tues do beſt adorn a Private Life ; wherein with- 
out Queſtion or Flatery, She hath no Superior: 
Yet neither will it be Satyr or peeviſh Invective 
to affirm, that Infidelity and Vice are not much 
diminiſhed fince her coming to the Crown, nor 
will, in Probability, till ſome more effectual Re- 
medies be TA 

Tavs Human Nature ſeems to lie under this 
Diſadvantage, that the Example alone of a vici- 
ous Prince, will in time corrupt an Age, but 


that of a good One will not be ſufficient to re- 


form it without further Endeavours. Princes 
muſt therefore ſupply this Defect by a vigorous 
Exerciſe of that Authority, which the Law has 
left them, by making it every Man's Intereſt 
and Honour to cultivate Religion and Virtue ; 
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by rendring Vice a Diſgrace, and the certain 
Ruin to Preferment or Pretenfions : All which 
they ſhould firſt attempt in their own Courts and 
Families. For Inſtance, might not the Queen's 
Domeſticks of the middle and lower Sort, be o- 
bliged * Penalty of Suſpenſion or Loſs 
of their Employments, to a conſtant Weekly 
Attendance on the Service of the Church; to a 
decent Behaviour in it ; to receive the Sacrament 
Four-Times in the Year; to avoid Swearing and 
irreligious, prophane Diſcourſes ; and to the Ap- 
arance at leaſt, of Temperance and Chaſtity ? 
ight not the Care of all this be committed to 
the ſtrict Inſpection of proper Officers? Might 
not thoſe of higher Rank and nearer Acceſs to 
her Majeſty, receive her own Commands to the 
ſame aber wi and be Countenanced or Disfavour- 
ed according as they abey ? Might not the Queen 
lay her Injunctions on the Biſhops, and other 
Great Men of undoubted Piety, to make diligent 
Enquiry, and give her Notice, if any Perſon a bout 
her ſhould happen to be of Libertine Principles 
or Morals? Might not all thoſe, who enter up- 
on any Office in her Majeſty's Family, be oblig d 
to take an Oath parallel with that againſt Si 
mony, Which is adminiſtred to the Clergy? *Tis 
not to be doubted, but that if theſe or the like 
Proceedings were duly obſerved, Morality and 
Religion would ſoon become faſhionable Court 
Virtues; and be taken up as the only Methods 
to get or keep Employments there: Which a- 
lone would have mighty Influence upon many 
of the Nobility, and principal Gentry, 
Bor, If the like Methods were purſued as 
far as poſſible with Regard to thoſe, who are in 
the great Emmployments of the State, it is hard 
1 , Er” 
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to conceive how general a Reformation it might 
in time produce among us. For, if Piety and 
Virtue were once reckoned Qualifications neceſ- 
fary for Preferment ; every Man thus endowed, 
when put into great Stations, would readil 
imitate the Queen's Example in the Diſtribution 
of all Offices in his Diſpoſal ; eſpecially if any 
apparent Tranſgreflion thro' Favour or Par- 
tiality, would be imputed to him for a Miſde- 
meanour, by which he muſt certainly forfeit his 
Favour and Station : And there being ſuch great 
Numbers in Employment, ſcatter'd through eve- 
ry Town and Country in this Kingdom ; if all 
ele were exemplary in the Conduct of their 


Lives, Things would ſoon take a new Face, and 


Religion receives a mighty Encouragement: Nor 
would the Publick Weal be leſs advanced ; fin 

of Nine Offices in Ten that are ill executed, 
the Defect is not in Capacity or Underſtanding, 
but in common Honeſty. I know no Employ- 
ment, for which Piety diſqualifies any Man ; and 
if it did, I doubt, the Objectian wauld not be very 
ſeaſonably offered at gealept Becauſe, it is pex- 
75 too juſt a Reflection, that in the Di ſpoſal 
of Places, the Queſtion whether a Perſon be ft 
for what he is Recommended, is very often the 


laſt that is thought on, or regarded. 


I have often imagined, that ſomething paral- 
lel to the Office of Cenſors antiently in Rome, 

would be of mighty Uſe among us, and could 
be eaſily limited from running into any Exorbi- 
tances. The Romans underſtood Liberty at leaſt 
as well as we, were as jealous of it, and 

upon every Occafion as bold Aſſertors. Yet J 
do not remember to have read any great Com- 
plaints in the Abuſes = that Office among thee 5 
L 4 ut 
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but many admirable Effects of it are left upon 
Record. There are ſeveral pernicious Vices fre- 
_ and notorious among us, that eſcape or 
elude the Puniſhment of any Law we have yet 
invented, or have had no Law at all againſt 
them ; ſuch as Atheiſm, Drunkenneſs, Fraud, Avarice, 
and ſeveral others, which by this Inſtitution 
wiſely Regulated, might be much reformed. 
Suppole for Inſtance, that Itinerary Comiſſion- 
ers were appointed to inſpect every where 
throughout the Kingdom, into the Conduct 
( at leaſt ) of Men in Office, with reſpe to 


their Morals and Religion as well as their A- 


bilities; To receive the Complaints and Infor- 
mations that ſhould be offered againſt them, 
and make their Report here u ath, to the 
Court or the Miniſtry, who ſhould reward or 
yr accordingly. I avoid entring into the 
Particulars of this or any other Scheme, which 
coming from a private Hand, might be liable 
to many Defects, but would ſoon be digeſted 
by the Wiſdom of the Nation : And ſurely, Six 
thouſand Pounds a Year would not be il laid 
out among as many Cemmiſſioners duly qualifi- 
ed, who in Three Diviſions ſhould be perſonal- 
iy obliged to take their Yearly Circuits for that 
urpoſe. l | 


Bur this is befide my preſent Defign, which 
was only to ſhew what Degree of Reformation 
is in the Power of the Queen, without Inter- 
poſition of the Legiſlature, and which her Ma- 
jeſty is without Queſtion obliged in Conſcience 
to endeavour by her Authority, as much as ſhe 
does by her Practice. 

Ir will be eafily granted, that the Example 


ef this great Town hath a mighty Influence o- 
yer 
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ver the whole Kingdom; and it is as manifeſt, 
that the Town is equally influenced by the Court 
and the Miniſtry, and thoſe,who by their Employ- 
ments or their Hopes depend upon them. Now, 
if under ſo — a Prince, as the preſerit 
mw we would ſuppoſe a Family rittly re- 
gulated as I have above propoſed; a Miniſtry, 
where every fingle Perſon was of diſtinguiſh'd 
Piety ; if we ſhould ſuppoſe all great Offices of 
State and Law filled after the ſame manner, and 
with ſuch as were equally diligent in chuſing Per- 
ſons, who in their — Subordinations would 


de obliged to follow the Examples of their Su- 


periors, under the Penalty of Loſs of Favour 
and Place; Will not every Body grant, that the 
Empire of Vice and lereligiul would be ſoon 
deſtroyed in this great Metropolis, and receive 
2 terrible Blow through the whole Iſland, which 
hath ſo great an Intercourſe with it, and ſo 
much affects to follow its Faſhions ? * 
For, If Religion were once underſtood to ba 
the neceflary Step to Favour and Preferment; 
can it be 1magined, that any Man would openly 
offend againſt it, who had the leaſt Regard for 
his Reputation or his Fortune? There is no 
Quality ſo contrary to any Nature, which Men 
cannot affect and put on upon Occaſion, in order 
to ſerve an Intereſt, or gratify a 8 ling Paſſi - 
ov. The proudeſt Man will perſonate Humility, 
the moroſeſt learn to Flatter, the lazieſt will be 
Sedulous and Active, where he is in purſuit of 
what he has much at Heart: How ready there- 
fore would moſt Men be to ſtep into the Paths 
of Virtue and Piety, if they infallibly led to 
Fayour and Fortune ? | 2 
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.- Is Swearing and Prophaneneſs, ſcandalous and 
and avowed Lewdneſs, exceflive Gaming and In- 
temperance were 2 little diſcountenanced in the 
Army, I cannot readily ſee what ill Conſequen- 
ces could be apprehended; if Gentlemen of that 
Profeſſion were at leaſt obliged to ſome exter- 
nal Decorum in their Conduct; or even if a 
profligate Life and Character were not a means 
of Advancement, and the Appearance of Piety a 
moſt infallible Hindrance, it is impoſſible the 

Corruptions there ſhould be fo univerſal and ex- 
orbitant. I have been aſſured by ſeveral Great 
Officers, that no Troops abroad are ſo ill diſci- 
plined as the Engliſh, which cannot well be o- 
therwiſe, while the Common Soldiers have per- 
petually before their Eyes the vicious Examples 
of their Leaders; and it is hardly poſſible for 
thoſe to commit any Crime, whereof theſe are 
not infinitely more guilty, and with leſs Temp- 
tation. | 
Ix is commonly charged upon the Gentlemen 
of the Army, that the beaſtly Vice of Drinking 
to Exceſs, hath been lately from their Exam- 

le reſtored among us; which for ſome Years 
before was almoſt dropt in England. But, who. 
ever the Introducers were, they have ſucceeded 
£0 2 miracle; many of the young Nobility and 
Gentry are already become great Proficients, and 
are under no manner of Concern to hide their 

Talant, but are got beyond all Senſe of Shame, 
or Fear of Reproach. 

Tunis might ſoon be remidied, if the Queen 
would think fit to declare, that no young Per- 
ſen of Quality whatſoever, who were notori. 
ouſly addicted to that or any other Vice, ſhould 


be capable of her Favour, or even admitted in 
to 
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to her Preſence; with poſitive Command to 
her Miniſters and others in great Office, to 
treat them in the ſame manner; after which, 
all Men, who had any Regard for their Repu- 
tation, or any proſpect of Preferment, would 
avoid their Commerce, This would quickly 
make Vice ſo ſcandalous, that thoſe, who could 
1 would at leaſt endeavour to diſ- 
iſe it. | 
By the like Methods, 2 ſtop might be put 
to that ruinous Practice of deep Gaming, and 
the Reaſon why it prevails ſo much, is, becauſe 
2 Treatment dire&ly oppoſite in every Point is made 
uſe of to promote it ; by which means the Laws 
made againſt this Abuſe are wholy eluded. | 
Ir cannot be denied, that the want of ſtrict Diſ- 
cpline in the Uni verſities, hath been of perni 
cous Conſequence to the Youth of this Nation, 
who are there almoſt left entirely to their own. 
Management, eſpecially thoſe among them of 
better Quality and Fortune ; who, becauſe they 
are not under a neceſſity of making Learning 
their Maintenance, are eaſily allowed to paſs their 
Time, and take their Degrees with little or n 
Improvement: Than which there cannot well 
be a greater Abſurdity. For if no Advancement 
of Knowledge can be had from thoſe Places, the 
Time there ſpent is at beſt utterly loſt, becauſe 
every ornamental Part of Education is better 
taught elſewhere: And as for keeping Youths 
out of Harms-way, I doubt, where ſo many of 
them are got together at full Liberty of doing 
vhat they pleaſe, it will not anſwer the Fal 
But, whatever Abuſes, Corruptions, or Deviati- 
ons from Statutes have crept into the Univerſi · 
tes, through Neglect, or Length of Time wor. 
* * — 
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might in a great Degree be reformed by ftri& 
Injunctions from Court, (upon each Particular) 
to the Viſitors and Heads of Houſes; beſides 
the peculiar Authority the Queen may have in 
ſeveral Colleges, whereof her Predeceſſors were 
the Founders. And among other Regulations, 
it would be very convenient to prevent the Ex- 
ceſs of Drink, with that ſcurvy Cuſtom among 


the Lads, and Parent of the former Vice, the 


taking of Tobacco, where it is net abſolutely ne- 
ceflary in Point of Health. 

From the Univerſities, the young yoga © 
and others of great Fortunes are ſent tor early 
up to Town, fear of contracting any Airs of 
Pedantry by a College-Education. Many of the 
younger Gentry retire to the Inns of Court, where 
they are wholy left to their own - Diſcretion. 
And the Conſequence of this Remiſneſs in Edu: 
cation _— by obſerving, that Nine or Ten of 
thoſe, who riſe in the Church or the Court, the 
Law or the Army, are younger Brothers, or new 
Men, whoſe narrow Fortunes have forced them 
upon Induſtry and Application. 

As for the Inns of Court, unleſs we ſuppoſe 
them to be much degenerated, they muſt needs 
be the worſt inſtituted Seminaries in any Chri- 
ſtian Country; but whether they may be correct- 
ed without Interpoſition of the Legiſlature, | 
have not ſkill enough to determine. However it 
is certain, that all wiſe Nations have agreed in 
the Neceſſity of a ſtrict Education, which con- 
fiſted among other things, in the Obſervance of 
Moral Duties, 2 Juſtice, Temperance, 
and Chaſtity, as well as the Knowledge ot Arts, 
and bodily Exerciſes: But all theſe among v5 
are laughed out of Doors. 
Idas. Wirnovr 
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Wirgovr the leaſt Intention to offend the 

Clergy, I cannot but think, that through a 
miſtaken Notion and Practice, they prevent 
themſelves from doing much Service, which o- 
therwiſe might lie in their Power, to Religion 
and Virtue: I mean, by affecting ſo much to 
Converſe with each-other, and caring ſo little 
to mingle with the Laity. The Rav their 
particular Clubs, and particular Coffee-Houſes, 
where they generally appear in Cluſters : A fingle 
Divine dares a ew his Perſon among 
Numbers of Fine Gentlemen; or if he happens 
to fall into ſuch Company, he is filent and 
ſuſpicious, in continual Apprehenſion, that fome 
pert Man of Pleaſure ſhould break an unmanner- 
y Jeſt, and render him ridiculous. Now, I 
take this Behaviour of the Clergy, to be juſt as 
reaſonable, as if the Phyſicians ſhould agree to 
— their Time in viſiting one another, or their 
everal Apothecaries, and leave their Patients to 
ſhift for themſelves, In my humble Opinion, 
the Clergy's Buſineſs lies entirely among the 
. neither is there Narr, a more effectu- 
al Way to forward the Salvation of Mens Souls, 
than for Spiritual Perſons to make themſelves 
a8 agreeable as they can in the Converſations of 
the World ; for which a Learned Education gives 
them great Advantage, if they would pleaſe to 
improve and apply it. It ſo happens, that the 
Men of Pleaſure, who never go to Church, nor 
amuſe themſelves to read Books of Devotion, 
form their Ideas of the Clergy, from a few poor 
dtrolers they often obſerve in the Streets, or 
ſneaking out of ſome Perſon of Quality's Houſe, 
where they are hired by the Lady at 'Ten Shil- 
=. while thoſe of better Figure 


and 
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and Parts do ſeldom appear to corre& theſe No- 
tions. And let ſome Reaſoners think what they 


pleaſe, tis certain, that Men muſt be brought 


to eſteem and love the Clergy, before they can 
be perſwaded to be in love with Religion. No 
Man values the beft Medicine, if adminiſtred 
by a A . whoſe Perſon he hates or de- 
ſpiſes. If the Clergy were as forward to appear 


in all Companies, as other Gentlemen, and would 


a little ſtudy the Arts of Converſation; to make 
_ themſelves agreeable, they might be welcome 


at every Party, where there was the leaſt Re- 
gard for Politeneſs or 2 Senſe; and conſe- 

uently prevent a thouſand vicious or prophane 
Diſzou? es, as well as Actions: Neither would 
Men of Underſtanding complain, that a * 


man was a Conſtraint upon the Company, 


cauſe they could not ſpeak Blaſphemy or ob- 


Jang Tous before him. While the People are 


. 


*. 


ſo jealous of the Clergy's Ambition, as to ab- 
hor all Thoughts of the Return of Eccleſiaſtick 

iſcipline among them, I do not ſee any other 
ethod left for Men of that Function to take; 


in order to reform the World, than by ufing 
all honeſt Arts to make themſelves acceptable 


to the Laity. This, no doubt, is Part of that 


Wiſdom of the Serpent, which the Author of 


ianity directs, and is the very Method uſed 


(Hp 
by St. Pau}, who became all things to all Men, u 


the Fews 4 Few, and a Greek to the Greeks, 


ow to remedy theſe Inconveniences, may be 


2 Matter of ſome Difficulty, fince the Clergy 


m to be of an Opinion, that this Humour of 
Tequeſtring themſelves is a Part of their Duty; 
nay, as 1 remember, they have been told 


ſo by ſome of their Biſhops in their Paſton| 


Letters, 
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o- Letters, pune by one among them of great 
ey || Merit and Diſtinction, who yet in his own 
ht Practice hath all his Life-time taken a Courſe 
an directly contrary, But I am deceived, if an 
No | awkward Shame, and Fear of ill Uſage from 
ed the Laity, have not a greater ſhare in the 
de- miſtaken Conduct, than their own Inclinations: 
ear However, if the outward Profeſſion of Religion 
11d nd Virtue, were once in Practice and Counte- 
ke nance at Court, as well as among all Men in 
me Office, or who have any Hopes or Dependance 
Re- for Preferment; a good Treatment of the Clergy 
le- would be the neceſſary Conſequence of ſuch a Re- 
ane formation; and they would ſoon be wiſe enou 
ald © to ſee their own Duty and Intereſt in qualifying 
oy- © themſelves for Lay-Converſation, when once 
2 they were out of Fear of being chocqued by 
ob- Ribaldry or Prophaneneſs. FAC: OHA 
ate THrrxs is one further Circumſtance upon this 
ab- Occafion, which I know not whether it will be 
ick very Orthodox to mention: The Clergy are the 
her aly Set of Men among us, who conſtantly wear 
ike; MY 2» diſtinct Habit from others: The Conſequence 
fins of which (not in Reaſon, but in Fact) is this, 
able I that as long as any. ſcandalous Perſons appear in 
that that Dreſs, it will continue in ſome Aves A 
of general Mark of Contempt. Whoever happens 
to ſee a Scoundrel in a Gown, reeling home at Mid- 
night, ( a Sight neither frequent nor miraculous ) 
is apt to entertain an ill Idea of the whole Or- 
det, and at the ſame time to be extreamly com- 
forted in his own Vices. Some Remedy might 
de put to this, if thoſe ſtraggling Gentlemen, 
Who come up to Town to ſeek their Fortunes, were 
fairly diſmiſs'd to the Weft-b:dies, where there is 
work enough, and where ſome better 8 
wuld 
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ſhould be made for. them, than I doubt there is 
at preſent. Or, what if no Perſon were allow- 
ed to wear the Habit, who had not ſome Prefer: 
ment in the Church, or at leaſt ſome temporal 
Fortune ſufficient to keep him out of Contempt? 
Though in my Opinion, it were infinitely better, 
if all the Clergy (except the Biſhops) were per- 
mitted to appear like other Men of the graver 
Sort, unleſs at thoſe Seaſons, when they are do- 
ing. the Buſineſs of their Function. | 
. THERE is one Abuſe in this Town which won- 
dertully contributes to the Promotion of Vice; 
that ſuch Men are often put into the Commil- 
of the Peace, whoſe — it is, that Vir- 


tue ſhould be utterly baniſhed from among us; 
who maintain, or at leaſt enrich themſelves by en- 


couraging the grofleſt Immoralities ; to whom all 
the Bawds of the Ward pay Contribution for Shel 
ter and Protection from Gol ane Thus theſe wor: 
thy Magiſtrates, inſtead. of leflening Enormities, 
are the Occaſion of juſt twice as much Debauch- 
ery as there would be without them. For thole 
Infamous Women are forced upon doubling their 
Work and Induſtry, to anſwer double Charge 
of Paying the Juſtice and ſupporting themſelves, 
Like Thieves, who 'ſcape the Gallows, and are let 
2 to ſteal in order to diſcharge the Jay lor 
ees. Ne 
I is not to be queſtion d, but the Queen and 
Miniſtry might eafily redreſs this abominable 
Grievance ; by enlarging the Number of Juſtices 
of the Peace, by endeavouring to chuſe Men of 
virtuous Principles, by admitting none, who have 
not conſiderable Fortunes, perhaps by receiving 
into the Number ſome of the moſt eminent 


Clergy: Then, by forcing all of them upon ſe- 


ver 
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vere Penalties, to act when there is occaſion, 
and not permitting any, who are offered, to re- 
fuſe the Commiſſion; but in theſe two laſt 


Caſes, which are very material, I doubt there 


will be need of the Legiſlature. 

TE Reformation of the Stage is entirely in 
the Power of the Queen; and in the Conſe- 
—_— it hath upon the Minds of younger Peo- 

e 

Belide the undecent and prophane Paſſages; be- 
fide the perpetual turning into Ridicule the very 
Function of the Prieſthood, with other Irregu- 
hrities in moſt modern Comedies, which have 
been often objected. to them; it is worth obſerv- 
ng the diſtributive "pre of the Authors, which 
isconftantly applied to the Puniſhment of Vir- 
tue, and the Reward of Vice; directly oppoſite: 
to the Rules of their beſt Criticks, as well as 
to the Practice of Dramatick Poets in all other 
Ages and Countries. For Example, a. Country 
Squire, who is repreſented with no other Vice 
but that of being a Clown, and having the Pro- 


vincial Accent upon his Tongue, which is nei- 


ther a Fault nor in his Power to remedy, muſt 
be condemned to ma a caſt Wench, or 2 
crack'd 'Chamber-Maid. On the other fide, a 
Rake-hell of the Town, whoſe Character is ſer 
of with no other Accompliſhments but exceſſive 
Prodigality, Prophaneneſs, Intemperance and 
Luſt; ' is rewarded with the Lady of great For- 
tune, to repair his own, which his Vices had 
amoſt ruined, And as in a Tragedy, the Hero 
8 repreſented to have obtained many Victories, 
in order to raiſe his Character in the Minds of 
the SpeQtators, ſo the Hero of a Comedy is re- 
preſented to have been Victorious in all his In- 
re traeagues 


„ does very well deſerve the ſtricteſt Care. 
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trigues for. the ſame reaſon. I do not remem- 
ber that our Evygiiſb Poets ever ſuffer d a. crimi- 
nal Amour to ſucceed upon. the Stage, till the 
Reign of King Charles the Second. Ever fince 
that Time, the Alderman. is made a Cuckold, 
the deluded Virgin is debauched, and Adul 
and Fornication are ſuppoſed to be committe 
behind the Scenes, as part of the Action. Theſe 
and many more Corruptions of the Theatre, 
peculiar to our Age and Nation, need continue 
no longer than while the Court is content to 
connive at, or negle&t them. Surely a Penſion 
would not be ill 2 on ſome Men of 
Wit, Learning, and Virtue, who. might have 
Power to firike out every offenfive or unbe- . 
coming, Paflage from Plays already written, a f 
well as thoſe that may he offared to the Stage iN - 
for the future. By Which and other wiſe Re- K 
tions, the Theatre might become à very iff x 

in þ: 
h 
7 
m 
B 


_ and. uſeful Diverſion, inſtead of es. 
_ Scandal and Reproach of our Religion a 
4, | Ars * 
monk, WPI I have hitherto. made. for the 
Advancement of REr1Gton and. MorALizy are 
ſuch, as come within reach of the. Adminiſtra 
tion; ſuch. as a Pious active Prince, with a ſteddy 
Reſolution, might ſoon bring to Effect. Neither 
am I aware; of any Objections to be raiſed. 2. 
inſt what I have advanced; unleſs it ſhould 
be thought, that the making; Religion a, necel- 
fary Step to Intereſt and Favour, might encreaſe 
Hypocriſy among us: and L. readily. believe it 
would. But if One in Twenty, ſhould be D; 

brought over to true Piety by this or the like 
Methods, and the other Nineteen, be only Hy- - 1 
pocrites; the Advantage would ſtill be 2 10 
71 i 
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„ \ tm is much mote ible than 
an en lee d Vice; it wears the Livery 
of Re ligion, 1 it — ges her Nane and 
is cautious of giving 2 Scandal. Nay, à long 
continued Diſguiſe is tov great à Conſtraint up- 
on Human Natufe, e Fer an Engl iſb Diſpb- 
fition 3 Men would leave off their Vices out ot 
meer Weaxineſs, rather than undergo the Toil 
and Hazard, aud perhaps Expence be — ractifing 
them perpetually in pra. And I believe ir 

is often with Religion as it is with Love; Which 
by much Diſſembling, #t laſt grows teal. 

Att., other Projects to this great End have 
proved hitherto ineffectual. Laws againſt Im- 
morality have not been executed; and Procla- 
thxtions occaſionally iſſued out to inforce them, 
15 wholly unregarded as things of Form. Re- 

ious Societies, though begun with excellent 

11 „and by Perſons of true Piety, are 
fad, (I know det whether truly or no) to 
haye dwindled into FaRtious Clubs ; and grown 
1 Trade to enrich litthe knaviſh Informers of the 
meinelt Rank, ſuch as Common Conſtables, and 
Broken op-keepers: 

AND that ſome effeChral Attenipt ſhould' bo 
made towards ſuch a —— 2 is aps 
more neceflary than People commonly appre- 
bend; becauſe the Ruin of a State is generally 
preceded b an univerſal Degeneracy of Man- 
ders, and ad Comm t of Religion; which is en- 
tifely our Caſe at Fate, | 


Dur te minorem, quod geris, impera r. Horat. 


Nriruk is this a Matter to be deferr'd till a 
more con venient time of Peace and Leiſure: Be- 
K 2 cauſe 


—— — * 


fects, would diſcover ſo much Power. And 


a limited Monarch cannot ſo well gratify it in 


Party- men I have ever obſerved, are ſuch 1 
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cauſe Reformation in Men's Faith and Morals, 
is the beſt natural as well as religious Means to 


bring the War to a good Concluſion. For, if 


Men in Truſt performed their Duty for Conſci- 
ence-Sake, Affairs would not ſuffer through 
Fraud, Falſhood, and Neglect, as they now 


- perpetually do. And if they believed a God 


and his Providence, and at —_— , they 


might reaſonably hope for his Divine Atfiſtance | 


in ſo juſt a Cauſe as ours. 

Non could the Majeſty of the Engliſh Crown 
appear upon any occaſion. in a greater Luſtre, 
either to Foreigners or Subjects, than by an 
Adminiſtration, which producing ſuch great Ef 


Power being the natural Appetite of Princes 


=p thing as a ſtrict Executien of the Laws. 
ESIDES ; All Parties would be obliged to cloſe 
with ſo good a Work as this, for their own 
Reputation: Neither is any Expedient mot 
likely to unite them. For, the moſt 'violent 


in the Conduct of their Lives have diſcovered 
leaft Senſe of Religion or Morality ; and when 
all ſuch are laid afide, at leaſt thoſe among then 
as ſhall be found incorrigible, it will be a Mat 
ter perhaps of no great Difficulty to reconcile 
the reſt. 3 8 
Tux many Corruptions at preſent in ever 
Branch of Bafinefs, are almoſt inconceivable 
I have heard it computed. by ſkilful Perſons, that 
of Six Millions raiſed every Lear for the Service 
of the Publick, one Third at leaſt is ſunk and 
intercepted through the ſeveral Claſſes and Sud 
ordinations of artfull Men in Office, before the 
F Remaindet 
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le, Remainder is applied to the proper Uſe. This 
is an accidental ill Effect of our — And 

ir © while ſuch Men are in Truſt, who have no Check 
ci. from within, nor any Views but towards their 
oh Intereſt ; there is no other Fence againſt them, 
ow. but the Certainty of being 3 upon the firſt 
od Diſcovery, by the Arbitrary Will of an Unlimit- 
a0 ed Monarch or his Vier. Among us the only 
nc Danger to be apprehended, is the Loſs of an Em- 
8 and that Danger is to be eluded a 
ouſand Ways. Befides, when Fraud is great, 
tre, Hit furniſhes Weapons to defend it ſelf: And 
an at worſt, if the Crimes be ſo flagrant, that a 
FEM Man is laid afide out of perfect Shame (which 
And rely happens) he retires loaded with the Spoils 
ices of the Nation; Et fruitur Diis iratis. I could name 
tu: Commiſſion, where ſeveral Perſons out of a 
Sallary of Five Hundred Pounds, with other 
lok WW vifible Revenues, have always lived at the Rate 
om ef Two thouſand, and laid out Forty or Fifty 
nom thouſand upon Purchaſes of Land or Annuities, 
len An hundred other Inftances of the ſame kind 
uf might be eafily produced. What Remedy there- 
ered fore can be found againſt ſuch Grievances in a 
tha Conſtitution like ours, but to bring Religion 
hem into Countenance, and encourage thoſe, who 
Mar from the Hope of future Reward, and Dread 
cike of future Puniſhment, will be moved to act 
vith Juſtice and Integrity? 
ven. Tals is not to be accompliſh'd any other way, 
ble. but by introducing Religion as much as poſſible 
tha to be the Turn and Faſhion of the Age; which 
rvia only lies in the Power of the Adminiſtration, 
the Prince with utmoſt Strictneſs regulating the 
Court, the Miniſtry, and other Perſons in great 
Imployment; and theſe by their Example and 
4 K 3 Authority, 
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Auth vrityy reforming all who have 3 
Qn 1 
Iz i > canta that 2 rien ſucceſsfully 
carried on in this great Town, would in 5 
ſpread it ſelf over the whole Kingdom ; 3 ance 
molt of the gonſiderable Youth - paſs here Fhat 
Seaſon of their Lives, wherein the ſtrongeſt Im- 
protons are made, in r te HD ed 
dere dae ae e Faroe; al; hol 
am them Who return into ir evergl 
—— ſure to wag . EE b 


the greateſt Patterns of Wit ate A 
Anp if things were once. in t hu 70 Pu 
is if Yi 5 and | Religt were eſt bl d as 
' the 3 Title 8 to ©o K tation — fete 
agg, — * 2 7. Were not po 
loaden w 9 2 jams, but mad fe 1h Es 
Na of all he ary, 
coming aur Intereſt, aul — Root in our 


Natures, and mix with the very Genius of our 
People, ſo that it wou be eafie for the 
Example of one wicked Prince to heing us hac 
to our former puren 
I have confined fel felt (as it is Abe oh: 
ſerved ) to thoſe Metho {I For the A Ws 
of Piety, which are in the Ae 
limited Ihe ours, by a ſtrict Execution of t 
Laws already in Farce. And this is enquoh 
for a Project that comes without any Name gr 
Yor ecommendation ; 15 1 doubt, a great goal more 
an will ſuddenly be — intg Practice. Ih a. 
Q 


if any Diſpoſition ſhou ar ..tpWwa 

a Wok: it is — * the e 
of the Legillative Power monks meg e to 
make it mare ee , Bin nſanc 0 4 
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I order to reform the Vices of this Town 
which, as we have _ hath ſo mighty an In- 
fluence on the whole Kingdom; it would be 
very inſtrumental to have a Law made, that all 
Taverns or Ale-houſts ſhould be obliged to diſ- 
9 their Company by Twelve at N ht, and 
ut up their Doors; and that no Shen 
ſhould be ſuffered to enter any Tavern or Ale- 
houſe upon any Pretence „ It is eaſie 
to conceive what a number of ill Con ſequences 
ſuch a Law would prevent ; the Miſchiefs of 
Quarrels and Lewdneſs, and Thefts, and Mid- 
night Brawls, the Difeaſes of Intemperance and 
Venery, and a Thoufand other Evils needleſs 
to mention. Nor would it be amils, if the 
Maſters of thoſe Publick Houſes were obliged 
ypon the levereſt Penalties, to give only a 
ropertioned quantity of Drink to every Com- 
pa J. and when he found his Gueſts Lfordored 
ith Exceſs, to refuſe them any mare. | 
believe there is hardly a Nation in Chriſten- 
dom, where all kind of Fraud is practifed in fo 
unmeaſurable a degree as with us. The Lawver, 
the Tradeſman, the Mechanick, have found fo 
many Arts to deceive-in their ſeveral Callings 
that they far outgrow the common Prudence © 
Mankind, which is in no ſort able to fence a- 
gainſt them, Neither cauld the Legiflature in 
any thing more Conſult the Pablick Good, than 
by providing ſome effectual Remedy againſt this 
Lil. which in feveral Caſes deferves. greater 
Puniſhment than many Crimes that are capital 
among as. The Viatner, who by mixing Poi- 
fon with his Wines, deſtroys more Lives than 


any malignant Diſeaſe ; the Lawyer, wha per- 
'y 


ads you te a Purchafe, which. he knows is 
4 "KR 4 © mortgage 
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mortgaged for more than the Worth, to the 
Ruin oft you and your Family, the Goldſmith 
or Scrivener, who takes all your Fortune to 
diſpoſe of, when he has before hand reſolved to 
break the following Day, do ſurely deſerve the 
Gallows much better than the Wretch, who is 
carried there for ſtealing a Horſe. ga un K 
IT cannot eaſily be anſwer'd to God or Man, 
why 2 Law is not made for limiting the Preſs ; 
at leaſt ſo far as to prevent the Publiſhing of 
ſuch A e Books, as under pretence of 
Free-Thinking, endeavour to overthrow thoſe Te- 
nets in Religion, which have been held invio- 
| lable almoſt in all Ages by every Sect that 
., -Pretend to be Chriſtian, and cannot therefore 
with any Colour of Reaſon be called Points 
in Controverſy, or Matters of Speculation, as ſome 
would pretend. The Doctrine of the Trinity, 
the Divinity of Chrift, the Immortality of the Soul, 
and even the Truth of all- Revelation, are daily 
exploded, and denied in Books openly Printed ; 
though it is to be ſuppoſed, neither party will 
avow ſuch. Principles or own the ſupporting 
of them to be any way neceſſary to their 
Service. 6 Ie 1 
Ir would be endleſs to ſet down every Cor- 
ruption or Defect, which requires a Remedy 
from the Legiſlative Power. Senates are like 
to have little Regard for any Propoſals that 
come from without Doors; though under a due 
Senſe of my own Inabilities, I am fully convinc- 
ed that the unbiaſt Toughts of an honeſt and 
wiſe Man, * on the Good of his Country, 
may be better digeſted, than the Reſults of a 
Multitude where Faction and Intereſt too often 
prevail; as a fingle Guide may direct 9 
5 | tter 
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better than Five hundred who baus contrary Views, 
or look aſquint, or ſbut their Eyes, 7 
I ſhall therefore mention but one more Par- 
ticular, which F think the Parliament ought to 
take under Confideration; whether it be not a 
Shame to our Country, and a Scandal to Chri- 
ſlianity, That in many Towns, where there 48 
2 prodigious Encreaſe in the Number both of 
Houſes and Inhabitants, ſo little Care ſhould 
be taken for the Building of Churches, that 
Five Parts in Six of the — are abſolutely 
hindred from hearing Divine Service? Particu- 
larly here in London, where a _ Miniſter. with 
One or Two ſorry. Curates, hath the Care ſome: 
times of above 'T'wenty Thouſand Souls incum- 
bent on him. A Neglect of Religion ſo ignomi- 
ous in my Opinion that it can hardly be equal» 
led in any civilized Age or Country. 
Bur, To leave theſe airy Immaginationg: of 
introducing new Laws for the Amendment of 
Mankind: what I principally inſiſt on is a; due 
Execution of the old; which lies wholly in 
the Crown, and in the Authority derived from 
thence, I therefore turn to my former Aſſer- 
tion; that, if Stations of Power, Truſt, Profit, 
and Honour, were conſtantly made the Rewards 
of Virtue and Piety, ſuch an Adminiſtration 
muſt needs have a mighty Influence on tha 
Faith and Morals of the whole Kingdom: 
and Men of great Abilities would then endear 
your to excel in the Duties of a religious Life, 
in order to "qualify themſelves for Publ 
Service. I may = bly be wrong in ſome. 
the means I preſcribe towards this End; | but 
that is no material Objection againſt the Defign 
it ſelf. Let thoſe, who are at the Helm con- 
TT trive 
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wive it * Which perhaps they may eaſil 
do. Every body will agree, that the Wt 5 
manifeſt, as we epa that ſome Re. 
medy is — Rh yet 2 apPlieg 
hos —* ee ual,; which i is 2 lufhcient Beck 
Man, Sho! wiſhes. well * his Country, 

8 hs boghts, when 820 have ng 
224 in 225 hut the 85 ok Good. The 
Queen is a a as many and great 
zttues 2s ever filled a T agg ow would 
it brighten Her r to preſent and 
after: Ages, if She would — utmoſt 
Authority to inſtill ſome ſhare of pls Virtue 
into Her People, which they go degene- 
rute to learn only. from Her ch nd, 
be it on. with all the Veneration bet kae for 
I a. n Her beſt Endeavour 
$ oped fair, are à moſt important 
Parr'of Her Duty Ws well as Her Intereſt, and 

ef Honour. 

Bur, it muſt be, confeſt, that. 28 Things are 
now ev 2 thinks he has laid in a ſuff 
Hon 8Stoc or gud may retend to any 
Arlepmeng loud and 


tament. - Lis true, he i is a, Man of Pleaſure, 
yr Fre. Thinker, that is, in other Words, be 
50 — in bis, Morzls,. and, a Deſpiſer at 
Ne but in Point of Party, he is one 
” confided in; he is an Affarter of Liberty 


ac feb itrary Pocher; and Prieſe:Craſty and 
ub$ic is enau 
alified: for any 


He is 2 Perſon 


ke-wilt. — ture to leave no Arts untried d 


8 177 Bribery, 


vent in de daaing hilt — 5 far the G 


a Property ; he rattles it qu e tp ' 
} 


ane in the Court i 
the Navy, the Law, or the Revenue; where WW 
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Bribery Fraud, Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, that he 
cn Practice with any m— ay Fae. No 
ind 2 2 — 7 
where Li runs high, where Property, huber 
uſe attained, ig ſo well ſecured, and 2 che Ad- 
ry, I miniſtration is at laſt ſo gentle: Tis impoſli- 
nel ble they could chuſe any other Conſtitution, 
he without changing to their Loſs. 
ent FipELiTY to a preſent Eſtabliſhment is in- 
uld deed the principal Means to defend it from a 
ind If foreign Enemy, but without other Qualifications 
100 will not prevent Corruptions from within, and 
ues States are oftner ruined by theſe than the 
ne- other. | 
nd, | To conclude. Whether the Propoſals I have 
for offered towards a Retormatign, be ſuch as are 
wr; moſt prudent and - conventent, may probably. 
tant be a — but it is none at all, whe- 
and Ether ſome Reformation be ably neceflary ; 

becauſe the nature of things is ſuch, that if 
are Abuſes be not remedied, they will certainly 
aff Mencreaſe, nor ever ſtop till they end in the Sub- 
zy verfion of a Common-wealth. As there muſt 
and always of neceſſity be ſome Corruptions, ſo 
Go in a well inſtituted State, the executive Pow- 

er will be always contending againſt them, by 
reducing Things ( as Machiavel ſpeaks) to their 
| Principles, never letting Abuſes grow inve- 
terate, or multiply ſo far that it will be hard 
to find Remedies, and perhaps impoſſible to 
apply them. As he, that would keep his Houſe 
in Repair, muſt attend every little Breach or 
Flaw, and ſupply it immediately, elſe Time 
alone will bring all to Ruin; how much more 
the common Accidents of Storms and Rain; He 
muſt live in perpetual Danger of his Houſs fal 
ing 
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falling about hie Ears; and will find it cheaper 
to throw it quite down, and build it again from 
the Ground; perhaps upon à new Foundation, 
— at leaſt in àa new Form, which may neither 

fo ſafe nor fo convenient as the ol "y 
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Broom-ſtick: 


According 6 


1 


The Style and Manner of the Honeurabl- RorkRr 
BoyLE's Meditations. #2 r. 


„ 


Written Auguft,. 1704. 


* 3 N 


HIS fingle Stick, which you now be 
| hold ingloriouſly lying in that ne- 
glected Corner, I once knew in 2 

ourifhing State in a Foreſt; it was 
full of Sap, full of Leaves, and full of Boughs; 
but now in vain does the buſy Art of Man pre- 
tend to vye with Nature, by tying a wither'd 
Bundle of Twigs to its ſapleſs Trunk: Tis now 
at beſt but the Reverſe of what it was, a Tree 
turned up- ſide down, the Branches on the 
Earth, and the Root in the Air; *tis. now 
Ca. ; handled 
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handled by every dirty Wench, condemned to 1 
ao Fer _ yr ere 
Fate, r 8 
be Naſty it ſelf: At length, worn to the Stump Iſp 
in the Service of the Maids, tis either thrown le 


dut of Doors, gr condemned to the laſt Ut: hi 

bPkiodling a fire. When held this, I 

gled, and ſaid within If rely Anu 

Man is a Broow-STICK ;. Nature ſent him in-: 

to the World {ons aud luſty, in a thriving 
Condition, wearing his own Hair upon his 
Vee my pro Branches — this Reaſoning 
table, ill che Axe of Intemperance has 

\ Jopp'd off his Steen Boughs, and left Jim " 
ither'd Trunk: i He then flies to Art, and 
puts on a Pericrig, Valuing himſelf upon an un- 
natural Bundle of Hairs, all covered with Pow- 
der, that never grew on his Head; but now 


Theuld (this 7 m-:ſtick pretend, to enter the 
Scene, DT | hot, Bios, geo s it never 
bore, and all covered with Duſt, though the 
— the fineſt Lady's. Chamber, we 
ſhould be apt to ritlicite aud defpiſe its Van. 
ty. Partial Judges that we are of our” own Ex. 
cellencies, and other Mens Defaults! 


Bor a Noche pie, perhaps e e 


Ar Enibletii f 4 Tree ftanding on its d; 
and' pray whut fs Man; but 2 \roply*turvy Cres 
ture, his Arima! Fuculties perpetually mounted 
off his Ration, his Head Where his Heeb 
Mould be, groveling on the Earth! And yet 
with all his Fzults, he ſets up to be an unt 
verſal Reformer and Correctur of Abuſes, x Re- 
mover of Grievunces, rakes into every Slun 
Corner of Nature, bringing hidden C ti 
ons to the Eight;- and arrfes à mighty 


where 


| 
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where chere was none before, ſharing deeply 
all the while, in the very Tame Pollution he 


fretends ' to ſweep away: His laſt — 

— in Slavery by Women, and generally the 

leaſt deſervin z till worn te the tum Ml ee 

his Brother Bezom, he is seither kick'd out of 

Doors, or made uſe of to kindle Flames for o- 

thers to warm themſelves by. * x 
Et oye pron. „ 3 X 
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Various Thoughts 
Moral and Diverting] 


Written October 1. 1906. 


E have juſt Religion enough to make 

us hate, but not enough to make us 
| love one another. 

| Rxrrzoœr on Things paſt, as Wars, 

Negotiations, Factions, &c. We enter ſo little 

into thoſe Intereſts, that we wonder how Men 


could poſſibly be ſo buſy and concerned for - 

things ſo Tranſitory; look on the preſent Times 

we find the ſame Humour, yet wonder not a, 
. It 


A Wiſe Man endeavours by conſidering all 
Circumſtances to make Conjectures, and form q 
Concluſions, but the ſmalleſt Accident interven- in 
ing (and in the courſe of Affairs it is impoſſi- 
ble to foreſee all) does often uce ſuch, 
Turns and Changes, that at laſt he is juſt as 0 
much in doubt of Events, as the moſt igno- 


rant and unexperienced Perſons. ſe 


PosLTIVENEsS is a good Quality for Preach- N de 
ers and Orators, becauſe he that would ob- f 


trude 
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trude his Thoughts and Reaſons upon a Multi- 
tude, will convince, others the more as he ap- 

ears convinced himſelf. . 

How is it poſſible to expet that Mankind 
will take Advice, when they will not ſo much 
y I take Warning. i e e WE Eo 

I forget whether Advice be among the loſt 

Things, which Arie ſays are to be found in the 

4 Moon, / that and Time ought to have been there, 


223 


No Preacher is liſt'ned to but Time, which 
gives us the ſame Train and Turn of Thought, 
— chat elder People have tried in vain to put into 
our Heads before. 6 e 
— Var we defire or folicit any Thing, our 
Minds run wholy on the good Side or Cm 
ſtances of it; when tis obtained, our Minds 
ale ¶ run only on the bad ones. n 
ul In 2 Glaſs Houſe, the Workmen often fling in 
| 2 {mall 2 of freſh Coals, which ſeems 
auc to diſturb the Fire; but very much enlivens 
it. This ſeems to allude to a gentle ſtirring 
on of 2 Paſſions, that the Mind may not lan- 
UL. ; 1 | F 
ny —_—— ſeems to have grown an Infant 
t at with Age, and requires Miracles to nurſe it, as 
it had in its 1 3 
ALL Fits of Pleaſure are ballanced by an e- 
qual degree of Pain or Languor ; *tis like Spend- 
ing this Year, part of the next Years Revenue. 
Nx latter Part of a Wiſe Man's Life is taken 
up in curing the Follies, Prejudices and falſe 
inions he had contracted in the former. 
ang a Writer know how to behave him- 
ſelf with relation to Poſterity, let him confi- 
er in old Books, what he finds that he is 
pad to know, and what Omiſſions he moſt. 
ments. L. Waar, 
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Waulrzvax the Poets pretend; tis plain 


they give Immortality to none but themſelves, 


"Tis Homer and Virgil we reverence and admire, 
not Aebilles, or Anegs. With Hiſtorians it is quite 
the contrary ; our ps. 1" are taken up with 
the Actions, Perſons, and Events we read; and 
we little regard the Authors. Wo; 

Wrzxn' a true Genius 5 78 the World, 
ou may know him by this Sign, that the 
ces: are all in Confederacy againſt him. 
Mx, who poſſeſs all the Advantages of Life, 
are in à State where there are many Accidents 
— diſorder and di ſcompoſe, but few to pleaſe 
them. | 

Tis unwiſe to puniſh Cowards with Igno- 
miny ; for if _ ad regared'that, they would 
not * been Cowards: Death is their proper 
Puniſhment, becauſe they fear it moſt. 

Tun greateſt Inventions were produced in 
the Times of Ignorance, as the Uſe of the Cm 

%, Gun poder, and Printing, and by the dullel 
ation, as the Germans, 

Onz Argument to prove, that the common 
Relations of Ghofs and SpeHeres are generally 
falſe, may be drawn from the Opinion held, that 
Spirits are, never ſeen by more than one Perſon 
at a time, that is to ſay, it ſeldom happens to 
above one Perſon in a 8 to be pofſeſs'd 
with any high degree of Spleen or Melapcholly. 

Jam apt to think, that in the Day of Judg- 
ment, there will be ſmall Allowance given to 
the Wiſe for their want of Morals, nor to the 
Ignorant for their want of Faith, becauſe both 
are without Excuſe. This renders the Advyan- 
tages equal of Ignorance and Knowledge. But, 
fome Scruples in the Wiſe, and ſome Vites in the 

FENG oat Ignor ant 
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uin. will be forgiven u the 
5 ittength of of Tena © to Ke ea * 
re, 122 Value of ſeveral Circumſtances i in Sto 
ite leflens very much b 4 ot Time, thou 
ith ſome — Circumſtances are very * 
nd —— it money great Judgment in a riter to 

a 1 
Ti grown 2 Word of Courſe fac Writers to 
lay, Tbes Critical Age, as Divines ſay, This Sinful 


"Tis pleaſant to obſerve, how fres the Preſent 
25 is _ ins Taxes on the next. Future Ages 
e This ſvall be famous to all Poſterity ; 
— their Time fa Thoughts will be taken 
no- up about pteſent things, as ours are now, 
ud i Tan Carnelion, who is ſaid to feed upon no- 
per thing but Air, hath of all Animals the nimbleſt 


Tongue wy 
inn 9 a Man is made a Spiritual Peer 
bes bis Sir- name ; when 2 Temporal, his Tie 
leſt ſtian Name. 

Ir is in Diſputes as: in Armies, where 1 
weaker fide ſets up falſe Lights, and makes 2 
great Noiſe to make the Fes believe them 
more Numerous and Strong than they really are. 

SOME Men under the Notions of weeding, aut 
5 eradicate Virtue, Honeſty and N. 

jon. 

u all well inſtituted Gollmnan-mealtbe, : care 
has been taken to limit Mens Pofſeffions ; which 
is done for many Reaſotis , and among the reſt, 
for one which perhaps is not often confidered ; 
That when Boünds are ſet to Mens Defites, after 
they" have acquired as much as; the Laws will 
renne 
Ve I to do © ; 
of the ublick, 1 L 32 * Tann 
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Application. 
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Taka are but Three ways for a Man to te. 
venge himſelf. of the Senſure of the World, to 
deſpiſe it, to return the like, or to endeavour 
to live ſo as to avoid it. The firſt of theſe is 
uſually pretended, the laſt is almoſt impoſſible, 
the univerſal Practice is for the ſecond. 
Herodotus tells us, that in Cold Countries Beaſts 


very ſeldom have Morns, but in Hot they have 


very large ones. This might bear à pleaſant 


L never heard a finer piece of Satyr againſt 
Layer, than that of Aſtrolagert, when they pre. 
tend by Rules of Art to tell when a Suit will 
end, and whether to the Advantage of the Plaintif 
or Defendant ; thus making the Matter depend 
entirely upon the Influence of the Stars, without 
- the leaſt Regard to the Merits of the Cauſe. 
Tux Expreſſion in Apocrypha about Tobit and his 
Dog following him, I have often heard ridicul d; 
yet Homer has the ſame Words of Telemachn; 
more than once, and Virgil ſays ſomething like 
it of Evander. And I take the Book of Tobis to 


be partly Poet ical. 

I have known ſome Men poſſeſſed of good 
Qualities, which were very Serviceable to others, 
but ufeleſs to themſel ves; like a Sun Dial on 


the Front of a: Houſe, to inform the Neighbours 


and Paſſengers, but not the Owner within. 
Ix ͤ a Man would regiſter all his Opinions up- 
on Love, Politicks, Religion; Learning, &.. 


beginning from his Youth, and ſo go on to, Old 


Age, what 2 Bundle of Inconſiſtencies and Cor 
- traditions would appear at lat. 
War they do in Heaten, we are ignorant 


of; what ithey do not, we are told / expreſly, 


That they neither mor are gi ven in Mar 
riage. — * a ? - Vn 
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re. Ward a Man obſerves the Choice of Ladies 
to | now A-days in the Difpenſing of their Favours, 
our cam he forbear paying ſome Veneration to the 
e is Memory of thoſe Mares mentioned by 5. „ 
dle, Lenopbon, who while their Manes were . 
on, that is, whzle they were in their Beau - 1 
aſu ty, would ngver 12 the Embraces of an Aſs. 
ave MW Tis aA miſerable-thing to live-in Suſpence 
an it is the Life of a Spider. Ve quidem, pende ta- 
en, improba dixit. Ovid. Metam. | 
ink W Taz Stoical Scheme of Supplying our Wants 
pre. by lopping off our Deſires, is like cutting off 
will our Feer, * when we want Shoes. 


wit Paysicians ought not to give their Judg- 

end ment of Religion, for the 8 that 
out Butchers are not admitted to be Jurors upon 
ſe. Life and Death: 5 prog 3 
b Tan Reaſon why ſo few. Marriages are Hap- 

'd; N py, is becauſe young Ladies ſpend their Time 

chu; in making Nets, not in making Cages. | 
like If a Man will obſerve as he walks the Streets 
to | believes he will find the Morrieſt Countenances i 


1 


in Mourning Coaches 
ood WF Norsiso more unqualifies a Man to act with 
ers, WW Prudence than a Misfortune that is attended 
on i with Shame and Guilt. 
uri Tun Power of Foxtuię is coafell only by 
the Miſerable; for the Happy impute all ther 
up- Sueceſs to Prudence N Merit. si 1 NV | 
AmBiTION often. puts Men upon doing the 
Old meaneſt Offices 5 ſo. Climbing is performed in 
ON the ſame +poſture,.with.”Creeping. LIL be 1 
Ir Campany is, He a Dog, who dirts thoſe 
rant moſt, whom be loves beſt. 
ly  Cxnguas is the Lax a man pays to the Pub- 
— lick for being eminent. i * 
I * ” 
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EING oe great 4 Les of liehen wur ous 
22 to ſuppoſe you would be cn ae obliged 
thing that way new. I have been 4 
late Handel with Writers of Eſſays 
Moral Diſcourſes, for running into — 
and Thread-bare Quotations, and not bandling theis Sub- 
jed fully and cloſely : A bie Errors I habe cavefully 
avoided in the following Eſay, evbich I have propoſed 
as 4 Pattern for young Writers to imitate, the Thoaghts 
and Obſeroations. being entirely new, the Quotations un- 
taught by others, the Subject of mighty Importance, and 
treated with much Order and Perſpicuity ; it has «of 
me a great deal of Time: and I defire you will accept 
ta it as the wimeſt Effort of my Quiet. 
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PA ſay, that Man Ina Microcoſin 


or little World, reſembling in Minia- 

ture every part of the great: And, in 

n my Opinion the Body Natural may be 
compared with the Body Politick: And if this 
be 1{o, how can the Epicureans Opinion be true, 
that the Univerſe was formed by a fortuitous 
Concourſe 'of Atoms, which I will no more 
believe, than that the accidental Jumbling of 
the Letters in the Alphabet would fall by chance 
into à moſt ingenious and learned Treatiſe of 
Philoſophy, Riſum teneatis amici, Hor. This falſe 
inion muſt needs create many more; tis like 

an Error in the firſt Concoction, which cannot be 
corrected in the ſecond; the Foundation is weak, 
and whatever Superſtructure you raiſe upon it 
muſt of neceſſity fall to the Ground. Thys 
Men are led from one Error to another, till 
with Ixion they embrace a Cloud inſtead of 
Juno; or, like the Dog in the Fable, loſe the 
ubſtance in gaping at the Shadow, For ey 


Lpinions cannot cohere ; but like the Iron an 

ay in the Toes of Nebuchadne⁊ ars Image, muſt 

ſeparate and break in pieces. I have read in a 

certain Author, that * wept, ne,! 
1 


152 A TzxiTicat Exgav upon the 
had no more Worlds to Conquer; which he 
need not have done, if the fortuirous Concourſe 
of Atoms could create one; But this is an Opi- 
nion fitter for that many-headed Beaſt the Vul- 
gar to entertain, than for ſo Wiſe a Man as Epi- 
curus; the Corrupt part of his Sect only borrow- 
to draw the Cheſnut out of the Fire. 
HowEveR, the firſt Step to the Cure is to 
know the Diſeaſe; and though Truth may be 
difficult ro find, becauſe, as the Philoſopher ob- 
ſerves, ſhe lives in the bottom of a” Wells yet 


ed his Nache, as the Monkey did the, Cat's Claw 


we need not, like Blind Men grope in open 


Day-light. ' I hope, I may be allowed among fo 
many far more learned Men, to offer my Mite, 
ſince a Stander-by may ſometimes perhaps ſee 
more of the Game than he that plays it. But! 
do not think a Philoſopher obliged to account for 
every Phznomenon in Nature, or Drown him- 
ſolf with Ariftotle for got being able to ſolve 
the Ebbing and Flowing of the Tide, in'that 
fatal Sentence he paſs'd upon himſelf, Quia te 
non capio, tu capies me. | : $0 
WHEREiN he was at once the Judge and the 
Criminal, the Accuſer and Executioner. Socra- 
tes on the other hand, who ſaid, he knew no- 
thing, was pronounced by the Oraele to be the 
Wiſeſt Man in the World. 
Bor, to return from this Digreſſion, I think 
it as clear as any Demonſtration in Euclid, that 
Nature does nothing in vain; if we were able 
to dive into her ſecret Receſſes, we ſhould find 
that the ſmalleſt Blade of Graſs, or moſt con- 
temptible Weed, has its particular Uſe, but ſhe 
is chiefly admirable in her minuteſt Compoſi- 
tions, the leaſt and moſt contemptible _—_ 
11 2 * mo 
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moſt diſcovers the Art of Nature, if I may fo 
call it; tho' Nature, which delights. in Varie- 
ty, Will always triumph over Art: And ag the 
oet oblerves, ns. Ark va 
Nuaturam expellas furcs licet,' uſque recurret. Hor. 
Bur the various Opinions of Philoſophers 
have ſcattered through the World as _ 
Plagues, of the Mind, as Pandera's Box did thoſe 
of the Body, only with this difference, chat 
they have not left Hope at the bottom. And 
it Truth be not fled with 4frea, ſhe is certains 
ly as hidden as the Source df Nie, can be found 
or in Nepia, Not that I would reflect on 
thoſe wiſe Sages, which would be a fort of In- 
_— ; and he that calls a Man Ungrateful, 
ams up all the Evil that a Man can be guilty 
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> {1 
Ingratum ſi dixeris, omnia dicts. - i 2s 
But What I blame the Philoſophers for (tho 

ſome may think it a Paradox) is chiefly their 

Pride; nothing leſs than an ip/e dixit, and you 

muſt pin your Faith on their Sleeve. And tho” 

Dugenes lived in a Tub, there might be, for 

ought I know, as much Pride under his Rags, 

s in the fine ſpun Garment of the Divine Fla: 

to, It is reported of this Diogenes, that when 

Alexander came to {ce him, and promiſed to give 

him whatever he would aſk; the Cynick only 


anſwered, Take not from me what thou canſt not give 


me, but ſtand from between me and the Light; which 
was almoſt as extravagant as the Philoſopher that 
2 — Money into the Sea, with this remarka- 
E ay ng. . 5 „ el Was 
How different was this Man from the Uſurer, 
who being told his Son would ſpend all he had 
; | got, 


4 Tarrrear, Esnr upon the 


2 at He cannot take more Pleaſure in Spend- 
I did in Getting it. Theſe. Men could 
Fo Faults of each die; 'but not their own ; 
thole they flung into the Bag 1 _ 
videmus id mantice quod in tergo 95 I ma 

haps cenſured for my free r 

caxping- Momus's, whom Authors — cd as = 
Ent do the Devil, for Fear. They will en- 
deavour to give my Repmation as many Wounds 
i che Man in the Almanack; value I 
not; and perhaps like Flies, N. y may buz ſo 
Way ee e Ja. till the 721 burn their 
. ings. mu rdon me, | I venture to 
give them this Tan, not to rail at what they 
t 3 it does but diſcover tha 
menting Paſſion of Envy, than whic 
e 5; Sore: Fe never invented a more er: 
Torment 
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Siculi non. invenere Ty anni 
um ma ju 3 n 
5 _ * ſo bald, to $- 1 ger and 
t that are no more Judges of this 
than a Man that A ho Blind can have any true 
Idea of Colours. I have always obſerved that 
= empty Veſſels ſound loudeR, I value their 
ſhes as little, 2s the Sea did when Xerxes 
mhip'd it. The utmoſt favour a Man can ex- 
from them is, that which Polyphemus pro- 
miſed Ulyſzs, that he would De vour him the 
laſt: They think to ſubdue a Writer, as Ceſar 
did his N with 2 Ver, vidi, vici. I con- 
ſeſa, I value the Opinion of the udicious Few, 
2 R—r, a D 6 Jag —; but 
28 long Ribe Judg dgment at once, | 
ute among the Philoſop 
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about a Vacuum, may be determin'd i in the Aﬀir- 

mative;/that it is to be found in a Critick's Head. 

They are at beſt but the Drones of the Learned 

World, who .deyout the Honey, and will not 

work ai and a Writer need no mors 

1 ard them chan the Moon does the TY 
dhe 1. 7 Cur. For, in r of 


8 
1 10 le Find e 
diſcover th th vi {get th an Skin. 8 = 
v4 te 4g tq N 88 
10 * at 15 the? 5 Seon of an Orator, 
- fd 


l ; "Tp in 0 anke 1 
on in athex gar .  therer., 
br Wi FRASER of SE 
he 1 15 one: 16769 
Nun uam 8 be gud 9 „ 2411 
Aun Abet, the famous Mathematiciqn, ” 
way fo intent "Upon his Problems, that he never 
minded the Sbldier who came to kill him him. 
Therefore not to detract from the MET Praife 


which belongs to Orators, they 0 to con- 
ſider that Nature, which Mn, us os Eyes 605 


See, and two Eats to Hear, has given us but 
ons Topgye t Yorks wherein hawever ſome go 
fo ahoweth For ths Porpal o have been {q,7 


1 55 b "Re-publicks, becauſe ( 
1 0 es ro moſt, ang are the great 


ut m pinion is, that; 

Os Dram ber than - Hundred ; Bead 
bar Le the 
a ut a; Mart fie of 
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—— which, enn like Cobwobe, wah 
may catch ſmall, Flies; but let Waſps and Hor. 


nets. break through. ——_ the "_ | 


ay ir Re Art. 
r e wierd A be 34 


Bur this muſt be the work 1 Ne, . v we 
muſt lay hold on all ( l de fors and let ſlip 


no Occaſion, elſe Yeu be forced to weave 
Phjelope's Web, unravel in the Night what we 


did in the Day. And therefore 1 Rave obſerved ' 
that Time 1 is Painted with a Lock before, and 
Bald behind, fignifying there that we muſt 
take Time (as we 155) by t N R Tao 


when 'tis once paſt, there i is no recalling 
Tan Mind of Man is at firſt (if you "will 


rdon the ——_— like a Tabula vaſa, or 


ike Var, which while it is Soft is capable 
Impreſſion, till Time has hardened it. 
at at length Death that grim Tyrant, tops 
ug in the midſt of our Career. The greateſt 

erors have at laſt been Conquered by 
Death, which enen from. me; GE to 
the Spade. ons (27 


An, ommibus cmi. un OWT 2 


Arr” Rivers 0“ tö the Sex, but none e 
from it. Xerx A lh when he beheld his Army, 


to conſider t leſs than a hundred Years 


they would be all, dead. creo was choak' d 
With 4 Grape oe, and violent J ming, as well 


as violent Grief.” There is in this 


6 mw. * conſtant, par” e e et Pla 


thought, that if Virtue woul the 


d in her own native Dreſs, 3 Men would . 


by enamoured with her. But 50 ſince Intereſt 
governs 
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overns the World, and Men neglect the Golden 


Mean, Jupiter himſelf, if he came on the Earth, 
would be deſpiſed, unleſs it were as he did to 


Dana ina Golden Shower. For Men now adays 

Worſhip the Rifing Sun, and-not the Setting. 

© Dopec erig flir, muitos numerabis amis. 
Tuvus have I in obedience to your Commands, 


ventured to expoſe” my. ſelf to Cenſure in this 


Critical Age. Whether I have done right to 
my Subject, muſt be left to the Judgment of 
the learned Reader: However I cannot but 
hope, that my 8 of it may be an En- 
couragement for ſome able Pen to perform it 
with more Succeſſm. . 
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Wherein the Month, and Day of the Month are 
' ſet down, the Perſons named, and the great 
Actions and Events of next Year particularly 


related, as they will come to paſs. 
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Written to prevent the People ef England from being 
farther impos'd on by vulgar Almanack-makers. 
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Havixe long conſidered the groſs Abuſe 
of Aſtrology in this Kingdom, and upon 


not 


Mbly lay the Fault upon the Art, 


+. 2 the Matter with my ſelf, I could 


but upon thoſe groſs Impoſtors, who ſet up to be 
the Artiſts, I know ſeveral Learned Men have 
contended that the whole is a Cheat; that it 
is abſurd and ridiculous to imagine, the Stars 

: can 
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can have any Influence at all upon humamcti- 
ons, Thoughts or Inclinations: And whoever 


has not bent his Studies that way, may be er 


cuſed for thinking | ſo, when he ſees in how 
wretched a manner that noble Art is treated 
by à few mean illiterate Traders between us 
and the Stars; who import a Yearly Stock of 
Nonſenſe, Lies, Folly and Impertinence, which 
they offer to the World as genuine from the Pla-: 
nets, tho' they deſcend from no greater a height 
than their own Brain. 5 £01971 
I intend:in a ſhort time to Publiſh 2 
and rational Defence of this Art, and therefore 
ſhall ſay no more in its Juſtification at preſent, 
than that it hath been in. all Ages defended 
by many Learned. Men, and among the reſt by 
Socrates himſelf, whom I look upon as undbubt- 
edly the wiſeſt of uninſpired Mortals: Po 
which if we add, that thoſe, who have con- 
demned this Art, tho* otherwiſe. Learned; hav- 
ing been ſuch as either did not apply their 
Studies this Way, or at leaſt did not ſucceed 
in their Applications: Their Teſtimony. will not 
be of much weight to its diſadvantage; ſince 
they are liable to the common Objection of 
condemning what they did not — ni 
Non am I at all o „or think it an In- 


jury to the Art, when J ſee the common Dealers 


in it, the Students in Aſrology, the Philomaths, and 
the reſt of that Tribe, treated by wiſe Men with 
the utmoſt Scorn and Contempt; but rather won 
der, when I obſerve Gentlemen in the Country: 
rich enough to ſerve the Nation in Parliament, 
— in Pariwidge's| Almanack; to find out the 

ents of the Lear at Home and Abroad; not 
daring to ſe a Hunting: Match, till Gade 
or he hath fixt the Weather. 1 
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in the Grave. Then Such 4 Planet in ſuch a 
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Iwill allow either of the Two I have men- 
tion d, or any other of the Fraternity, to be 
not only Aſtrologers, but Conjurers too, if I do 
not produce a hundred Inſtances: in alt their 
Almanacks to convince any reaſonable Man, 
that they do not ſo much as underſtand com- 
mon Grammar and Syntax, that they are not 
able to ſpell any Word out of the uſual Road, 
nor even in their Prefaces write common Senſe 
or r Engliſb.\ Then for their Obſerva- 
tions and Predictions, they are ſuch as will 
_ ſuit any Age or Country in the World. 
is Month a certain great Perſon will be threatened 
evith Death or Sickneſs. This the News Paper 
will tell them, for there we find at the End 
of the Year, that no Month paſses without the 
Death of ſome Perſon of Note; and it would 
be hard if it ſhould be otherwiſe when there 
are at leaſt | Two thouſand Perſons of Note in 
this Kingdom, many of them old, and the Al- 
manack-maker has the liberty of chuſing the 
ficklieft Seaſon of the Year where he may fix 
his Prediction. Again, This Month an Eminent 
will be preferr'd; of which there may 
Hundreds, half of them with one Foot 


Houſe ſbecus great Machinations, Plots and Conſpira- 
cies, that may in time be brought to Light; After 
which, if we hear of any diſcovery, the Aſtro- 
ets the Honour, if not his Prediction 


. William from. all bis open and ſeeret- Enemies, 
Ames. When if the King ſhould happen to 
have: died, the 2 plainly. foretold it; 
otherwiſe it paſſes but for the pious Ejaculation. 


of 2 Loyal SubjeRt;, Tho it unluckily bappen: 


er 
25 ds good. And at laſt, God preſerve 


Are ao neee ee 
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ed in ſome of their Almanacks, that poor King 
William was pray'd for many Months after he 
was dead, becauſe. it fell out that he died about 


the Beginning of the Tear. 


To mention no more of their impertinent Pre- 
dictions; What have we to do with their Ad 
vertiſements about Pills and Drinks for the Venereal 
Deco or their mutual Quarrels in Verſe and 
Proſe of Whig and Tory, wherewith the Stars have 


little to do, 


Havins long oblerved and lamented theſe, 
and a hundred other Abuſes of this Art, too te- 
dious to repeat, I reſolved to proceed in a new 
Way, which I doubt not will be to the general 


Satisfaction of the Kingdom: I can this Year pro- 


duce but a Specimen of what I deſign for the 
future: Having employ'd moſt part of my time 
in adjuſtin 55 correcting the Calculations I made 
for ſome Years paſt, becauſe I would offer no- 
thing to the World of which I am not as ful- 
ly ſatisfied, as that I am now alive. For theſe 
two laſt Years I have not failed in above ane or 
two Particulars, and | thoſe of no very great 
Moment. I exactly foretold the Miſcarriage at 
Toulon, with all its Particulars ; and the Loſs of 
Admiral Shovell ; tho' I was miſtaken as to the 
Day, placing that Accident about 36 Hours ſoon- 
er than it happen'd ; but upon reviewing my 
Schemes, I quickly found the Cauſe of that Er- 
ror. I likewiſe foretold the Battle at Alnanta 
tothe very Day and Hour, with the Loſs on both 
Sides, and the Conſequences thereof. All which 
I ſhewed to ſome Friends many Months before 
they happened. That is, I gave them Papers 
ſealed up, to — in ſuch 2 time, after which 
they were at liberty to read them; and there 

NM S they 
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they found my PrediQtions true in every Ar- 
ticle, except one or two very minute. 

As for the few tollowing Predictions I now of- 
fer the World, I forbore to publiſh them, till 1 had 
peruſed the ſeveral Almanacks for the Year we are 
now entted on. I find them all in the uſual Strain, 
and I beg the Reader will compare their Man- 
ner with mine: And here I make bold to tell 
the World, that 1 lay the whole Credit of m 
Art upon the Truth of theſe Predictions; An 
I will be content that N and the reſt of his 
Clan, may hoot me for *. eat and Impoſtor, 
if 1 fail in any fingle Particular of Moment. 
I believe any Man, who reads this Paper, will 
look upon me to be at leaſt a Perfon of as much 
Honeſty and Underftanding, as a common Mak- 
er ofAlmanacks. I do not lurk in the Dark; I 
Lam not wholly unknown in the World; I 
have fet my Name at length, to be a Mark 
of Infamy to Mankind, if they ſhall find I de- 
ceive them. 1 ö 
Ix one Thing I muſt deſtre to be forgiven, 
that I talk more ſparingly of Home- Affairs: 
As it would be Tmprudenice to diſcover Secrets of 
State, fo it would be dangerous to my Perſon; 
but in fmaller Matters, and that are not of 
Publick Conſequence, I thall be very free; 
and the Truth of my Conjectures will as much 
appear from theſe as the other. As for the 
moſt — Events abroad in France, Flanders, 
ah and Spain, 1 fhall make no 7 to 
PrediQ them in plain Terms: Some of them 
are of Importance, and I hope, 1 ſhall ſeldom 
miſtake the Day they will happen; therefore 
I think good to nforrn the Reader, that 1 
all along make uſe of the 0% Style obſerved in 

| England, 


8 Which in ſome: 8 is of no el. 
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Engle, which I defire he will compare- wich 
that of the News-P apers, at the time oY relate 
the Actions 1 mention. 8 * 10 


I' muſt add one Nerd: es 1 know it, harh 


been the Opinion of ſeveral Learned, who think 
ES c J ad the true on by 8 that 
e rs 


as L predidt: the them. 1 
1 I dope, :1 175 


* 
ien For Example A Man may by 19 95 


Influence of an over-ruling Planet, be di poſed 


or inclined to Luſt, Rage, or Avarice, and 


by the force of Reaſon overcome that 
bad Influence ; and * was the Caſe of Socrates: 
1 the great Events of the World uſually; de- 

5 upon Numbers of Men, it cannot be ex- 


they ſhould all unite to croſs their 
tions, from purſuing. a general , 

4 — they unanimouily agree. Befides 

and Influence, of 4 Stars reaches to many ions 
ents, which are not any way in the Pow- 
of Yeathn as Sickneſs, Death, — what 

——— call IT 

leſs to repeat. 


Bur now. it is time to proceed. to, my Pre 
ditions, which I have begun to calculate f 
oo 7 1 that * Sg, enters into Aries. K 5 
this I take to ro the inning of the 
Natural Lear. 1 = * to t Tie that 
he enters Libra, or ſomewhat more, which _ 


Accidents, with many more, n 


the buſy Period of the Year. The Remamder 
have not yet : upon Account of fre 
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Tmpediments needleſs here to mention:\'Belides, 
1 Bult remind the Reader e that this is 
but a Specimen of what I de 8 
Tears to treat more at large, 1 might hh 
Liberty and Encouragement. i 20) 1 
Mv ſirſt Prediction is but a Tf, [ will 
mention it, to ſhew how ignorant thefe'Sorriſh 
Pretenders to Aſtrology are in their own Con- 
cerns: It relates to Pariridge the Almanzek- maker; 
I have conſulted the Stars of ls Nativity by 
my own Rules, andi flud he will iafalkibly. dye 
upon the z9th of March next, aboùt : Rieden at 
night, of 2 raging Fever: the [adviſe 
bim to conſider of i it, 4 and ſettle His Affairs in 
time. % n 70 gonvhtol 
Ta Month of APR It) will be obſervable 
for the Death of many great Perſons. On the 


4th, will dye the Cardinal de Noallzt, tre bb:ſbch 
Prince i of 


F Paris: GK. the 1rth;, the you 

Aſturias Son to the Duke of Au jou: fnthe xgrh, 
2 great Peer of this Realm Fes eat of 
Country-houſe: Oa 'the*#yth;''wn 61 Beh 

of great Fame fox Tele And Vw 19 "4 In 
an eminent Goldſmith in "Lombard She Nee coul 
mention others, both at home and 88 if o 
did not confider it is of very little «Wy 

ſtruction to the Render, "or to the- Weder 

As to Publick Affairs: On the th Gf this 
Month, there will be 3 Infurrectiom in Dau- 
phine oceafion'd by the O vp prefſjons of the People, 
which will not Ne quieted in ſome Months. 

ON the 15th, Vill be al violent Storm on 
the South-Ealt Coaſt of France, which will de- 
—2 many of their Ships, and ſome in the 

Harbour. 


Tk _ - will be famous for . Revolt of pl 
whole 
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whole / Province or Kingdom, excepting one: 
Sity by which the Affair of +a certain rince 
in the I Alliance will take a(better Face. 

Mar, againſt common Conjectures, — — be no 
very. buſy Month in Europ, but very 
the Death of the Dauphin, Which Vt fager 
on the th; after a ſhort fit of Sickneſs;;-and: 
Fes leſs /Torments, with the Strangury, He 
- es leſs lamented by the 454 than che King: 
on,) A 6 {1151000} @7 0 

On the gch, a Manſbat: bf] | France -will; break 
his Leg by a Pall from his Horſe, I have nat 
been Able to diſcover whether he will then 


dye or not. 


On the 11th, will begin A off important 
Siege, which che Eyes of all Europe will be 
upon: I cannot be more Particular, for in re- 
lating: Affairs that ſo nearly concern the Canfe- 
derates and conſequently this Kingdom, I am 
forc d to confine | my elf, for ſeveral Reaſons 
very obvibus to the Reader: 

N the 15th, News will arrive 7 A. very 
Surprizing: Euent, than which —_— could be 
more unexpected. 

— the 19th, three Noble Ladies of this 

ngdom will againſt all Expectation prove 
with Child to "the great Joy « of their Huf- 

n 8. HAV of 

On the 2 22, a famous: Buffoon 55 the: Play- 
houſe will dye a ridiculous ao iran ito 
his Vocation. 5 

FINE. This Month will be diſtinguiſh: at 
— by the utter diſperſing of thoſe ridiculous 
diluded. Embuſiafts, common ly call'd the Prophets; 
occafion'd chiefly by ſeeing the: Time come that 
many of their "Prophafict ſhould be fulfibd, 


O M 3 and 


Fazrierreks for the 


| þ — how . themfelves deceived b 
It tis indeed to bs. emis how 

any ny Dieaſios: canibe ſa'weak' w foretel Thi — 
near At hand, when 'a_very few Months muſt of 
necefliy diſcover the Impoſture to all the World; 
in int leſs prudent than common Alma- 
nack makers, who ate ſo wiſe to wander in Ge · 
nerals, / and walk dubiouſly, and leave to the 
Reader the Buſineſs of interpreting 

Ox the iſt of this Month, a French . 
rab Will be kind oF * randaꝶm Shot of 2 
Cannon! Ball. 6 YO O17 ar 
Om the h, 4 ire wil Ji out in the 
Subutbe of Paris, which will deftray above a 
Thouſund Houſes; and ſeems. to be the * 
bolling of what will happen, to the Suepriſe of all 
Exo about the end of the followi onth, 
On the oth, a great Battle will be fought, 
which will begin at Four of the Clock in he 
Aﬀftern6on, and Faſt till Nine ⁊t Night with gr 
Obſtinacy, but no very deciſive Event. I all 
not mame- the Place for the Reaſons aforeſaid; 
but the Commanders un each Left Wing will be 
killed. I ſee Bonfires, and r the 
Noiſe of Guns foria Victory. 

O the 14th, there will be a fall Report of 
the! Frencb King's Death. 

On the z th, Cardinal Perfect will dye of 
2 Diſſentery, with err Suſpicion of Poiſon ; 
but the Report his Intentions to revolt to 
Ki — Poll prove falſe. 10 
75 The 6th of this Month, {a Certain Ge 
util by 2 Glorious Action recover the Rer 
putation * loſt by former Misfortunes. : 
7:Oncithe 12th, a Great Commander will dye a Pri» 


D in the Hands oF Ae ' 85 
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On the '14#5, a ſhameful Diſcovery will be 
made, of a French Jeſuit giving Poiſon to a great 
Foreign General, and when he is put to the Tor- 
ture, will make wonderful Diſcoveries - 

In ſhort, this will prove a Month of great 
Action, if L might have liberty to relate the 
Particulars. C 

Ar home, the Death of an old famous Sena. 
tor will hapen on the «5: at his Country-Houſe, 
worn with Age and Diſeaſes. 

Bur that which will make this Month 
memorable to all Poſterity, is the Death of the 
French King Lewis the Fourteenth, after a Weeks 
Sickneſs at Marli, which will happen on the 
29%, about Six a Clock in the Evening, It 
ſeems to be an Effect of the Gout in his Sto- 
mach, follow'd by a Flux. And in Three Days 
after, Monſieur Chamillard will follow his Maſter, 
dying ſuddenly of an Apoplexy. 

In this Month likewiſe an Ambaſſador will die 
in London, but | cannot aſſign the Day; 

AUGUST. The Affairs of Fraxce will ſeem 
to ſuffer no Change for a while under che 
Duke of Burgandy's Adminiſtration ; but the Ge- 
nius. that animated the whole Machine bern 

ne, will be the Cauſe of mighty Turns an 

evolutions in the following Year. The new 
King makes yet little Change either in the 
Army or the. Miniiey, but the Libels againſt 
his Grandfather, that fly about his very Court, 
give him Uneaſineſs. „ bs Ae 

I fee. m Expreſs in mighty baſte, with Joy 
ind Wonder in his Looks, arriving by the. break. 
of Day on the 26th of this Month, having Tra- 
vel'd in Three days 2 prodigious Journey by 
Land and Sea. In the Evening I hear Bells and 

5 M 4 Gunz, 
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— and ſee the Blazing of a Thouſand Bon- 


„ orar 

A Young Admiral of noble Birth does like- 
wiſe this Month gain immortal Honour by a 
great Atchievement. % 

Tax Affairs of Poland are this Month entirel 
ſettl'd: Auguſtus refigns his Pretenſions, whic 
he had again taken up for ſome time: Staniſlars 
is peaceably poſſeſs'd of the Throne: And the 
King of Sweden declares for the Emperor. 

I cannot omit! one particular Accident here at 
home, that near the end of this Month much 
Miſchief will be done at Bartholomew Fair by the 
Fall of a Booth. 

SEPTEMBER. This .Month begins with 
a very ſurprizing Fit of Froſty Weather, which 
will laſt near 12 days. 185 

Tux Pope having long languiſhed laſt Month, 
the Swellings in his Legs — and the 
Fleſh Mortſſying, will die on the 11th Inſtant, 
and in Three Weeks time, after a mighty Con- 
teſt, be ſucceeded by a Cardinal of ha Imperial 
Faction, but a Native of Twſcary, who is now 
about 61 Years old- | 

Tux French Army acts now wholly on the De- 
fenfive, ſtrongly fortified in their Trenches ; and 
the young French King ſends Overtures for a Trea- 
ty of Peace, by the Duke of Mantua; which, 
becauſe it is a Matter of State that concerns us 
here at home, I ſhall ſpeak no farther of it. 

I ſhall add but one Prediction more, and that 
in Myſtical Terms, which ſhall be included in 
a Verſe out of Virgil. | 


; Auer erit jam Tethys, & altra qua vebat Argo 
{ Dilectos Heroas, | 
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Urox the 25th of this Month, the fulfilling 
of _ Prediction will be manifeſt to every. 
Body. an | 3 4 rn 
Tus is the fartheſt I have proceeded in my Cal. 
culations for the preſent Year. I do not pretend 
that theſe are all the great Events which will. 
happen in this Period, but that thoſe I have ſet 
down will infallibly come to paſs. It will pers 
haps till be objected, why I have not ſpoke 
more | or vas. of Affairs at home, or of the 
Succeſs of our Armies abroad, which I might 
and could very largely have done ; but thoſe in 
Power have wiſely diſcourag'd Men from med- 
dling in Publick Concerns, and I was ys | 
by no means to give the leaſt Offence. This I 
will venture to ſay, That it will be a Glorious 
Campaign for the Allies, wherein the Engliſh 
Forces, od by Sea and Land, will have their 
full Share of Honour; That Her Majeſty Queen 
ANNE will continue in Health and Proſperity; 
And that no ill Accident will arrive to any in 
the Chief Miniſtry. | 
As to the particular Events I have mention'd, 
the Readers may judge by the fulfilling of 'em, 
whether I am of the Level with common Aſtro- 
logers; who with an old paultry Cant, and 2 
few Pot-hooks ſor Planets to amuſe the Vulgar, 
have, in my Opinion, too long been ſuffered to 
abuſe the World: But an honeſt Phyfician 
ought not to be deſpiſed, becauſe there are ſuch 
things as Mountebanks. I hope, I have ſome 
{bare of Reputation, which I would not willing- 
ly forfeit for a Frolick or Humour: And 1 be- 
lieve no Gentleman, who reads this Paper, will 
look upon it to be of the ſame Caſt or Mold 
with the common Scriblers that are _ oo 
at aN 
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hawkd about. My Fortune has plac'd me above 
the little Regard of Scribling for a few Pence, 
which I neither value nor want : Therefore let 
not wife Men too haſtily condemn this Eſſay, in- 
tended for 2 good Deſign to cultivate and im- 
rove an Ancient Art, long in Diſgrace by having 
ulen'into mean Unſkilful Hands. A little Time 
will determine, whether I have deceived others, 
or my felf; and I think it is no very unreaſona- 
ble R queſt, that Men ſhould pleaſe to ſuſpend 
their Judgments till then. I was once of the 
Opinion with thoſe, who deſpiſe all Predictions 
om the Stars, till in the Year 1686, a Man of 
uality ſhew'd me written in his Album, That 
the moſt learned Aſtronomer Captain H. aſſur d 
him, he would never believe any thing of the 
Stars Influence, if there were not a great Revo- 
lution in England in the Year 1688. Since that 
Time I began to have other Thoughts, and 
after eighteen Years diligent Study and Appli- 
cation, I think I have no reaſon to repent of 
my Pains. I ſhall detain the Reader no longer 
than to let him know, that the Account I de- 
fign to give of next Years Events ſhall take in 
the Principal Affairs that happen in Europe; and 
if I be denied the Liberty of offering it to my 
own Country, I ſhall appeal to the Learned 
World by Publiſhing it in Latin, and giving 
order to have it Printed in Holland. | 
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N Obedience to your Lordſhip's Commanda, 
112 5 s to latisfie my. own Curioſity, I have 
ays paſt enquired conſtantly after 

Zvi tha Almanack-maker, of whom 1t was 
gona in Mr. Bickerflaff's Predictions publifh'd 

| ont . be ſhould die the 29%, 

IE ry about 11 at Night of a Raging — 


172 | 4n ACCOUNT of 
1 had ſome ſort of Knowledge of him when I 
| — Revenue, ee —— 
every Lear to preſent me with his Almanack, 
as he did other Gentlemen upon the Score of 
ſome little Gratuity we gabe him: I ſaw him 
accidentally once or twice about 10 Days be- 
fore he died, and obſerved he began very mueh 
to Droop and Languiſh, tho? I hear his Friends 
did not ſeem to. apprehend him in any Dan- 
er. About Two or Three Days ago he grew 
ll, was,confin'd firſt to his Chamber, and in a 
few Hours after to his Bed, where Dr.Ca/e and Mrs. 
Rirleus were ſenr for to Viſit and to Preſcribe to 
him. Upon this Intelligence I ſent thrice every 
Day one Servant or other to enquire after 
his Health; And yeſterday about Four in the 
Afternoon,” Word was brought me that he was 
paſt all Hopes; upon which I prevailed with 
my {elf to go and ſee him, partly out of Com- 
miſeration, and, I confeſs, partly out of Curi- 
ofity. He knew me very well, ſeem'd ſurprized 
at my Condeſcentian, and made me Compli- 
ments upon it as well as he could in the Conditi- 
on he Was. The People about him ſaid he had 
been for ſome time delirious; but when I ſaw 
him he had his Underſtanding as well as ever 
I knew, and ſpoke Strong and Heatty, without 
any ſeeming —— or Conſtraint. After J 
had told him how ſorry I was to ſee him in 
thoſe Melancholly Circumſtances, and ſaid ſome 
other Civilities, ſuitable to the Occafion, I de- 
fired” him to tell me freely and ingemiouſly 
whether the Predictions Mr. Bickerfaff Bad pub- 
lift*d* relating to his Death, had not too much 
affected and work'd on his Imagination. He 
eanfefg d, he had often bad ie in his Head; but 
22194 $3515 5 TO inge 33S GJ .o never 
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never with much Apprehenfion till about à Fort- 
nighe beéfore“; ſince which Time it had the 
perpetual Foſſeſſion of his Mind and Thoughts, 
and he did verily believe was the true natufal 
Cauſe of his preſent Diſtemper: For, fait he, 
Tam n perſwaded, and I think Thave 
very good Reaſons that Mr. Bickerſtaff ſpoke 
altogether by Gueſs, and knew no more what 
will happen this Lear than I did my ſelf. 1 
told him his Diſcourſe ſurprized me, and 1 
would be glad he were in à State sf Health to 
be able to tell me what Rec ſon he had te be 
convinced oſ Mr. Bickerſtaff s —— He re- 

ly'd' Lam a poor Ignorant Fellow, Bred to a 

ean Trade, yet I have Senſe enough to know, 
that all, Pretences of telling b Aſtrology 
are Dectits, for this Maniteſt Reaſon, 'beckuſe 
the Wiſe and the Learned, hb can only know 
Whether” chere be any Truth in this Science, 
do all unanimouſly agree to laugh at and de- 


ſpiſe it; and none but the Poor Ignorant vulgar 
give it any Credit, and that only upon the Word 


of Silly Wretches as 1 and my Fellows, who 
can hardly Write or Read. -I'then aſked him), 
why he had not calculated his oπnu Nativity, 
to ſee 9 =_ it agreed with Bickerftaff's Pre- 
ditions? At which he fheock his Head, and 
faid,” O] Sir, this is ns Time for Jeſting o hut 
for Repenting thoſe Fooleries, as I do now from 
the vety Botton of my Heart. By what 1 
cin gather from you, ſaid I, the Obſervations 
and Predictions you printed with - your - Alma- 
nacks were meer Impolitions, upon the People. 
He reply'd, if it were otherwiſe I ſhould' have 
the lefs to anſwer for. We have a Common 
Form for all thoſe Things; "as to 2 
: t 


274 . ACCOUNT of | 


Leave it ＋ Printer, Who ta tes it, is, our fany 
Old. Almanack as he thinks Ar; 5 

my own Invention to make my Aae 2 
having a Wife to Maintain, and no other way 
to get my Bread, for A of Old Shoes 
— 2 poor Livelihood: | 


) I wiſh, 2 not have done il. 
ce by my Phy than my Aﬀtr — tho 
I had ſome good Rec my dino- 


Receipts 

ther, and my own Compoſitions were lach, 81 
* ht could at leaſt ; 4p no Hurt. 
| ad ſome other Diſcourſes with him, which 
_ I cannot call to Mind; and I fear, have 
already tired your Lordſhip. 1 mall my, nl 
One Circumſtance, that — his D 
declar d himſelf a Nor couformift, — — 
Kematick Preacher to be his Spixitual; . 
half an 9 Converſatien 1 took my 
. — half ſtifled by the Cloſnels of the 

N he could not held on 

withdrew to à little 

| Houle rates by, leaving a Servant at, the 
rs to come immediately, ww __ 
— as near as he could the Minute when Partridge 
ſhould expire, which was not above; Two Hour: 
after; when king upon my Watch, 1 it 
to — above Five Minutes after Seve 
it is clear, that M. Bickerfaff was m pt Mag 
Four Hours in his Calculation. In the pg 
Circumſtances he was exact en t whe 
thet he has not been the Ca le of ta Poor Man: 


Death; as well as the P or, may be very 
reaſonably diſpatec 28 it mult be con- 
feſs d, the tter 1s odd enough, whether we 


„ to. agopunt for it by Chance 
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PazaTrIDGE's Death. 175 
or the Effect of Imagination: For my own 
Part, though I believe no one has leſs Faith in 
theſe matters, yet I ſhall. wait with ſome. Im- 

atience, and not without Expectation, the ful- 
ling of Mr. Bickerfaf's Second Prediction, that 
the Cardinal De Noailles is to die upon the 4th 


of 4pril; and if that ſhould be verified as ex- 


actlw as this of Poor Partridge, I muſt own, I 
ſhoutd be wholly ſurprised, and at a loſs, and 
ſhould infallibly expect the Accompliſhment of 
all the reſt. 
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VINDICATION 
e ee 
Iſaac Bickerſtaff, Eſq; 


AGAINST 


What is Objected to him by Mr. Partridge, i in his 


Almanack for the preſent Year, 1009. 


By the ſaid Is AA BicktRsTAFF, In 


M Partridge hath been lately pleaſed to 
treat me after a very — manner, in 

ehich is called His Almanack for the pre- 
ſent Lear: Such uſage is very undecent from 
ene Gentleman to another, and does not at all 
contribure to the Diſcovery of Truth, which 
ought to be the great End in all Diſputes of 
the Learned. to call a Man Fool and Villain, and 
dmpudent Fellow, aid" for differing from him in 


a Point meerly Speculative, is in my bumble 
Opinion 
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Isxac BrqxesotTARE %; 
Opinion, à very | improper Style for 2 Perſon 
of bis Eten, I appeal to, the Liane, World, 


whether in my;laſt, Years Predictions, I gave him 


the leaſt Provocation for ſuch, unworthy Treat: 
ment. . Philoſophers have: differed in 
but the diſcreeteſt among them bave always 
differed as, became. Philoſophers, Scurrility and 
Paſflion in 2 Controverſy among. Scholars, is be 
ſo much of nothing to the purpoſe ; and beſt 
2 tacit Conteſſion of a weak Cauſe: My Cons 
cern is not ſo much for my own. Reputation, as 
that of the Repuhlick of Letters, which Mr. Par- 
zridge hath endeavoured to wound thro? my Sides. 
If Men of Publick Spirit muſt be ſuperciliouſly 
treated for their ingenious Attempts,. how. will 
true uſeful Knowledge be ever. advanc'd? I 
with Mr. Partridge knew the Thoughts. which 
Foreign , Univerſities have conceived of his unge- 
nerous Proceedings with me; but I am too 
tender of his Reputation to pabliſh them to 
the World. That Spirit of Envy and Pride, 
which blaſt ſo many riſing Genius's in our 
Nation, is yet unknown amongſt Profeſſors abroad; 
The Neceſſity of juſtifying my ſelf, will excuſo 
- | my Vanity, when I tell the Reader, that I 
| have near an hundred bonorary Letters from ſe- 


veral Parts of Europe, (ſome as far pe Muſoey ). 4 
everal - 


o in Praiſe of my Performance. Beſides 
n others which, as I have been credibly inform'd 
- | vere oped in the Poſt- Office, 


; be fes and N ſent. 
me. Tis true the | I:quiſition in Portugal. was 
pleaſed to burn my Fas 7g emn 
the. Author and Readers of them; but I; bepe 
at the Lame, time, it. will be confider'd, in has 
ne 2; State Learning lies at preſent in 
that ungdom ; Apt id the profoundeſt Vas; 
TI. | 


neration 
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neration for Oraaim'd - Heads, I will e to 

MR ee rp Gong ag et 
gal, to is Au 1 

2 -&bolxy Sg ect of a 

Nation with which he ts now in lo fri an 


Hance. But the other Kin States 
Europe have treated me an ae Candor 
print the 


and Genet ﬀ I had leave to 
Latn Letters tranſmitted to me from Foreign 
Parts, they would fill à Volume, and be 2 
full Defence agzinft all that Mr. Partridge, or his 
Aecomplices of the Portaizat tion, will be 
ever able. to Object; who, e Way, are 
the on « Enermes my Predi have _ 
met at Home or Abroad. Bm 1 hope, 

know better What is due to the Howopy our of 
learned Correſpondence, im fo tender a Po et 
ſome of thoſe illuſtrious Perſons will "perhaps 
excuſe me from RS FO e of two 
in my own Vindication Learned 
Monficur Leibnitz thus addreffes to me Ni 
Third Letter: Ulwftriſſimo Bickerſt 

Iniſtaurmort, Kc. Monk eur * Cerec, . e i 


— in ee he publiſhed laft er 
ea to ta 
11 num illud Tate Bi great bee 


has thefe Words: Bickerf 
bajuſce Feculi f. wo 
the Great — Fl 
mous LibraryKeeper, ſpends almoſt his whole 
Letter in 


S 
reno at 

ſeems to differ from mme in one Artidte ; bur it 
s after the manner that becomes a Phi- 


modeſt 
by Ker ww ey he Eine won. And th Fin, 


Urſin — — kn. 
Nobili Angles, ſtrologorum 
pe, e, ee 


Isagc Bick ERS FTAEr, Ef; T 
(as indeed it ought) and ſays, e! err 
2 bi, 1 Biokerftaffi : Xs 2 b 


ir Mr. Pertridge had followed this Example 


in the Controverſy, between us, he might have 


r me the trouble of juſtifying my ſelf in 
ick a Manner. I believe few men are 
ter to own their Errors than I, or more 
thankful to thoſe, that will pleaſe to inform 
him of them. But it ſeems, this Gentleman, 
inſtead of encouraging the Progreſs of his own 
Art, is pleaſed to look upon all Attempts of 
that Kind as an Invaſion of his Province. He 
has been indeed ſo wiſe, to make no Objecti- 
on againſt the Truth of my Predictions, except 
in one finple Point, relating to himſelf: And 
to demonſtrate how much Men are blinded by 
their own Partiality, I do ſolemnly aflure the 
Reader, that he is the only Perſon from whom 
Lever heard that Objection offer'd, which con 
—_— alone, I think, will take off all its 
Weight. [ | N 1 | 

Wirg my utmoſt Endeavours, I have not 
been able to trace above Two Objections ever 
made againft the Truth of my laff Year's Pro- 
phecies: The Firſt was of a French Man, who 
was pleaſed to iſh to the World, That the 
Cardinal de — — fill i 
the pretended of Aﬀenſiewr Biquer But 
how far a Frindbmaon, à Papif, TOES is 


of 'this Diſcourſe; and relates to an Article is 


razor! S Na 


— — . 


_—_ — 


p 3 — — 
Dor”; 4 


A = 
* Pn — ö 8 


3 Wirnovr entring into Criticiſms of.:Chrozology 


| Laughter,” They were fire: wo N 
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Mr. Partridee to happen on {March 29, 1708. This 
he is pleated to contradict abſolutely in the Al- 


manack he has publiſh'd for the preſent Year, 


and-in that re (pardon the 
Expreſſion) as I have above related. In that 
Work, he very roundly afferts, that he ir not 
only now alive, but das kkewiſe: alive upon ibat very 
29tb of March, when I bad foretold he ſpould die. 
This is the Subject of the preſent Controverſy 
between us; which I defign to handle with:all 
Brevity, Perſpicuity and Calmneſs : In this Di- 
ſpute, I am ſenſible, the Eyes not only of Er- 
gland, but of all Europe, will be upon us: And 
the Learned in _ Country will, I doubt not, 
take part on that fide, where they ſind moſt Ap- 
pearance of Reaſon and Trutn. t 


about the Hour of his! Death, I ſball only 
_ that Mr. Partridge-is: not alive. And my 

rſt Argument is thus, Above a Thouſand Gen- 
tlemen having bought has Almanack:: for this 
Year, meerly to find what he ſaid againſt meg 
at every Line they read, they would: lift-u 
their Eyes, and cry out, betwixt Rage ar 


fuch damn'd as this.) Neither did I ever hear 
that Opinion diſputed. So that Mr. Partridge lies 
— | — a * rreary, his Al: 
manack, or allowing himſelf to be, No Man 
alive. But now ik hows 1 Carcafs walks 
Mill about, and is pleaſed td call it ſelf Partrige, 


Mr. Bickerſftaff does not think himſelf any way 


anſwerable ſor chat. Neither had the ſaid Cat 


caſa a Right to beat th poor Body. ho 


happen .to:paſs by it in:che- Street, crying 
4 ful ant * ws oh, G 


me: Adonnt of 7 gy 7: &c. 
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- $nconDLY, Mr. Partridge pretends to tell For” 


* 


tunes, and recover” ſtolen Goods; which 


all the Pariſſi ſays he muſt do by conver- 
fing with the Devil, and other evil Spirits: 
And no wiſe Man will ever allow he could con- 
verſe Perſonally with either, till after he was 
ad 0! rtl: % e ieee 1000. 1 | 
 ThinDLY, I will plainly prove him to be 
dead out of his 6wn Almanack for this Year, 


and from'the very Paſſage which he produces to 


make us think him alive. He there fays, He 
it not only not alive, but was alſo alibe upon that very 


29th: of March, which I feretold be ſbould die on. By 


this, he:declares his Opinion, That a Man may 
be alive now, who was not alive 4 Pwelve- 
month ago, And indeed chere lies the _ 
of his Argument. He dates not aſſert he was 
alive ever ſinee that 29th of March, but that he 
i no alibe, and unt jo on that day: I grant the 


latter, for he did not dieitifl Night, as; appears 


by che Printed Account of his Death in 4 Letter 
te Led; and whether he is ſince revived, I leave 
the. Worldi to judge. This indeed is pe ca- 


villing, and I am aſhamed to dwell any longer 
= 84 180 N „ 


upon it. iel nes 5 11138. 
FoukTHLNY, I will af 


ſelf, whether it be ly e; I could have been 


ſo indiſersetii to begin my” Predictions With the 


only Fal ſhood that ever was pretended to be in 
them; and this, in an Affair at home, where I 
had 1 be exatt; and 
muſt have given fuch- Advantages againſt me to 


2” Perſon” of Mr. Partridgfs Wit and Lear- 
ning, Who, if he could poſſibly have raiſed 
one finsleObjetion more #gainft the Truth 
of my Prophecies, would hardly have ſpar- 
6d me. | nd 


peal to Mr, Pavtvidey him 
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And here I muſt take. occafion ta ta reprove.the 
above-mentioned Writer of the Relation of Ma. 
— 2 in a Letter 1d a Lord who 
to tax me with 2 Miſtake of Fur 
whole —_ in ny, Calculation, of that. Event. 
I muſt confeſs, this, Cenfure, pronounced with 
an Air of Certaint FO. in l Matter that ſo nearly 
ig ak me, an grave | jugicions: Aut bor, 
me not a lle e "But L was at 
— ime out of Town, vet ſeverab of my 
Ren whoſe Curioſity had led them to be 
exactly * Cor as to my own Part, 
avin n at all in the Matter, I never 
once ught of 180) aſſured me, I computed 
to ſomething under half an 1 which ( . 
my priyate Opinion] is an Error 
no great de, that Men ing ma raiſe 
go. great r e. I, ſhall only ſays. it would 
not be amiſs, it that Author _ n 
be mare, tender of other Men's Reputation as 
well as his own. It is well there * more 
es; of that kind, if. there had, I pre- 
ſume he would have told me of it with as 
;remony.. 
Tarrs is one Objection againſt Mr. Partridee's 
BS] which I hays ſometimes met with, tho 
very 1 A offered : That he ſtill con- 
j to write A But this is no more 
than what is common to 3 of that Profeſſion; 
G Poor obs, NW Mig, and ſeveral o- 
thers, do Yearly y publiſh ſh their Almanacks, tho! 
ſeveral of them have been dead fince before 
the Revolution, Naw. the Natural Reaſon, of 
this, I take to be, that whereas it is the Pri- 
vilege of other Authors, to live after their Deaths 3 


Almanack-makers are alone excluded, becauſe 


. I LL ... Ü! Wwe , 
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nutes: 28 they become uſeleſs as thoſe: go 
o. In Confideration. of Which, Time, whois 


denten they ow them a Leaſe in No- 
— % to continue their Works after their 
eath. | ; 

I ſhould not have given the Publick or my 
ſelf, the trouble of this Vindication, if my Name 
had not been made uſe of by ſeveral Perſons, to 
whom I never lent it; one of which a few days 

o, was pleaſed to father on me a new ſet of 

redictions. But I think thoſe are thinge too 
Serious to be trifled with. It grieved me to 
the Heart, when I ſaw my Labours, which had 
coſt me ſo much Thought and Watching, bawl'd 
about by Commen Hawkers, which L only intend- 
ed for the weighty Conſideration of the graveſt 
Perſons. This r the World ſo much 
at firſt, that ſeveral of my Friends had the 
Afurance to aſk me, Whether I were in Jeſt; 
To which I only anſwered coldly, That the 
Event would ſbew, But it is the Talent of our 
Age and Nation to turn Things of the great- 
eſt Importance into Ridicule. When the End 
of the Year had verified all my Predictions, out 
comes Mr. Partridge's Almanack, diſputing the 
Point of his Death; ſo that I am employed, 
like the General, who was forced to krit-brs 
Enemies twice over, whom a Necromancer 
had raiſed to Life. If Mr. Partridge has 
practiſed the ſame Experiment upon himſelf, 
and be again alive, long may he continue 
Jo , that dees not in the leaſt contradict 
my Veracity: But I think, I have clearly 
= by invincible Demonſtration, that he 
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ed at theft within half an Hour of 
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Time 
— as the above: mentioned 


Letter to 4 Lord bath Maliciouſſy Su 
with deſign to blaſt 
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For. a farther ning, of this famous Art, 


I have thought the World- with 
the — Forbes, The Original is ſaid 
to be of the. "who lived — — 
Thouſand on. Þ the following Tranſla- 


_ old ; for ba — * 


to be wriee the Rad the Seventh 
— ho _ Hud i p = in e 


Prophecies ; 


. n Um 1 P Lat, by 

it down Word for Wor — on Grih = 

, and 8 a fon by 
8 {= A FS, , 
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26454 e Nyse 
| _— is the ſygne, 
Tamys rivere twys y 
ö e ich ne h 
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tion is Two Hundred 
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1 is 4 


2 e —— 
Ind 8 te ree where Blofiins fete, 
Fruit i come, and all is wele. 

ums lk daunee Honde in hond, N 
die ſhall' he merys in olde In 
en old Thglonde| all be no more, 
n ES, Oy 

08 ee 
Tin Hapeburge mekerh ory Wer 


: * 1 * 
4 * 
Þ © 4 


ESPTEFIESPpPEESCEP SSSSSH. SDS e828 


oe” 
+ 


Wir PROPHECT. 


© EXPLANATORY. NOTES. |. 
N Tarn Line deſcribes: — 4 


when; theſe; r x 49” 8 
Ten makes Seventeen, which LE Exylai Bo 
teen — 


makes the ear we are now in: For it = 


| it, i * which 
2 = EE 
id t ome 

* that this e could gever} be ſul⸗ 


derer 


=" * imate. on on 
N „Ke. This is 2 "lain. Do- 

—— 1 kind 
of Stuff uſed ta fattem Land is called Ma, and 
eery body) Enows that! Fer is .Name'fer 2 


Town « and this reflion is-aftes tha 
uſual dt n of Okt Agel knn 


Aden nende I & "I B the. Fiſt Frcs 
food the: Dolpbin of France, ag their Ringo KIdeſi 


Sons; are called "Tis: be here faid,. he — 
nent the Lofs of the Duke of i Bargunidy, called 
the Baſa, which is an ald Exgliſh Word for H 


or = as that Duke is known 


in , the young 
9252 the waar Tine, is meat; Son, wins 
jy ch 


: 


of 
not 


1 Lols of his. Eldeſt Brachen 


Toung 


Kal 


ined ſuch Ie ag | 


have Valour or Fortune enough to * | 


n MIAT PROPHECT. 
nel le h 
Peet 2 rn of ii A 11 ages he g 


ng againit Tee miſcar- 
. did before: Lainbert Symnele is th Name 
2 _ 


a 8e noted in our Hiſtories for Per- 
— dr * 2121 WOT. 55; ' $42 L 3111 ant nt 
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l Norauiays Pryd; & c. Tenntst dſe Who is 
meant by rar Pride, — thet Reader 
may, 28 "well as the Senſe of the nene 

0. nil es ol 46:2 { % 36 931W3 a. M 
1 Wall, c -Renytnes, or, * is 

s, is the Hold! Name for» K:higdo 

— this id a v 


ms: 
ery, [plain Prediction of our 2 
Union, with the. Falicities that ſhall at- 
at alt is added, That 0% Fgland ſhall be ap! 


2 more, . 1 be;ſotry-for f 5. 
operly 1 land is 

— — Par enly peaking Ge King- fol 

— the Nano Fro hog ome d 

7 „1H ome- | 

- bat ubſcure, 4182 ply Grryom 18 be 
ſaichlta have been 2 ＋ Her- 


exles ſlew. It was a en TT he Poets, that 
he:ſhad 2:1: ree Heads, whichitheitHuthor- Tays 
he ſHaln have {again Thus „ö Spar: ſhall 
have Tree Kings; which! is now! wonderfully 
verdiadd : FOr des: the(King of Portagah/iwhich 
2 part of Shalui, there are! no-＋]ꝗ¾)ůTw⁰ 

ls! far ana and Philip. ut Oba 
bes, nde fromehe Count of Hapebwreb, N 
Founder of the Family; ſhall ſobn thaks 
thoſe Heads. but 


wo z5iby: Qvercomin * Phil 
and- driving him our di in. Iv . 10 


80 of theſe Predictions are aired dy. Fulfill 
ed; and it is higlily prbbable the teſi may be of 
141 I | in 


—  _ WW 2x ww ©» 


| Mzxrin's PROPHECY. 189 
in due Time: And, I think, I have not forced 
the Words by my Explication into any other 
Senſe than what they will naturally bear. If this 
be granted, I am ſure it muſt be atſo ittow', 
that the Author, whoever he were, was a Per- 
halls 


are pleaſe to think. As to the Tradition of 
theſe Lines, having been writ in the Original by 


iy. ng Book _ yarn have tran- 
ib d t was pri 120 Years agg, a8 
appears by the Tics Page Por the Satisfacti· 
on of any Gentleman, who may be either 
Doubtful of the Truth, or Curious to be in- 
form'd; II ſhall, give order; to have the,vess 

k ſent to the Printer af iff Paper, 
irections to let any Body ſee it that pl 
becauſe, believe it is pretty ſcarce. 
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reren 


Book 
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e thro” e Purt, 
ink chou ſ W I 
n er with . 

As hard,” as ſenſleſt. 1 15 
Expos'd to _ Coxcomb's Eyes, 
E. 2 with Caution from the Wiſe. 


Borne * — Receipt for Paint 1. 


q . Here in u-ſpelling (tri tel hs) 
5 There in he — 4. vs el.brath 


e ry” wa Pojane) 


On t'other ade ( laid out for Shoes ) 
Madam, 1 dye without your Grace ) 

1 4 Tard of Lace 
ie had Wit, — 2 ce it here, 
For every Peeping Fop to = ear, 


To 


- VERSES Written 1 2 c. 

5 think that * r Brains 1 is 
d to th' Excrement of h 

I ower of Spittle and a Clout 
When e'ere he pleaſe to blot it out; 
And then to hei hon the Diſgrace, 
Claps his own Nonſenſe in the place. 
Whoe re expects to hold his Fart 
In ſuch a Book and ſuch à Heart, 
If he be Wealthy and a Fool 
Is in all Points the fitteſt Took _ 


Of whom it gay be juifly d 
He's a Gold Pe el rt A: | 


KS 37 > wk" 


Their Excaruncrts the 


Lords Juſtices | 


SET 


IR ELAND, 


at — a9 4c. ͤ © 
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The Humble PETITION of Frances Harris, 
Who muſt Starve, and Die a Maid if it Miſcarries. 
5 4 ". ES. Tr Ot — 
Anno 1700. 


_ Humbly Sbeweth, 
8 I went to warm my ſelf in Lady 
s Chamber, becauſe I was nw 
And had in a Purſe, Seven Pound 
four Shillings and fix Pence, befides 
x „ in Money and Gold; 
jt N el had been — things for my Lady 
19nht 
olved to tell my Money, to ſee if it 


| — right: 
Now 


S = **# 5 =» i» e e mt» oo z- ww tb 


& 


— 
. 


. muſt ke know, becauſe my rumk has 0 
Therefore all the 3 1 hayes which © if 


| knows is a very {mall Stock,, 


keep in my Pocketity'd about my Miele, 


next my Smock. | | evil wr wot 


So when 1 went to put up my Purſe, 48 God would: 


have it, my Smock was unript, 


Ads inſtead of putting it into my Pocket, down 


my Lady to 


And; God knows. [ thought my Money was as aſs 
28 my Maiden-head. wi | 


Sa; when I came up, again, I found my Pocket 


feel very 


li | 
But ar 4 Pr ſearch'd, and mifv'd.. my bark. 


Lord! I — 1 ſhould have ſunk out ri 
Lord): Madam, 
oY 8 I, never Wo e. 


Bur prays A Re you tell what have dose 
wi | 


Purſe? 


Lord hel "(a ſaid Marys: 1 never. für d out of 


this ace! 


Nays faid I, I had it in Lady aa. Chamber, 


at's a plain Caſe, 


80 Mary got me to Bed, and coyer d me up vum, 


0 However ſhe ſtole away my Gn that $ 
i | might do my ſelf n hamm: 
g 801 tumble d and 1 d all N light, 10 you may 
REES Eyes togather, « 
ut hardly ever * es or 

$0 Fr e 0 Ho x 
| was 2 am' me -thought, that wi it 
: N e the 2 N 2 . out 

in a Corner o 8. Duke's in a 
{ "Rag, th he money was found, — > 


Q „„ b 
» b 4 £ —— TELE Js 
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Then wo. Bell rung, and I went down 10 pat; 


2 how d'ys 2*⁰ I 4. 


1 
* 1 
* 
A —— th; Ou et 9? J — 2 1 — : 
= w n 1 — > 22 — | — 3 D - = - 
** — — — 4 2 DE - s - * * 
. —— -"- ; : "7 I _— — - * — — - 
— PR G I > 8 — — — — rp - * 
3 _— 4 bio —— 


—— Y 
—— — — 


— 
_—_ ** + £1 43> 99 . "+ 
ä ee AIR — 


d 6 . 
— Ferre nn 2 —— 2 


— — — 
—ͤ — . 
— OS. 
— _ 


w _—_ — 


a. Ae oy TIE 


__—_ — 
—c - 2 —ů — 
3 


N_— — — 
_ 

_ 
— 


N — 


8 . 
S ol <0" TI 


- 


194 Mr; HAAR I/ Pablon. 
next Morning we' told rl, and he fell : 214 
wearit as .H 

Then m 2 ne 1 me, 

know 5 thick of Hearing; % 6 4% 20 0n4 ; 

Dene, Rid d I as loud a8 1 could bawl, do Jon _ 
—— what a Loſs I have had? 
hy faid' ſhe; my Lord A* cee Folks are 0 


e 
For oy rdf Banale e a Du with 1 
out 

Bug y ad 1, but that's. nog the Buſineſs that 4 
al I 

Say 8 Car ſays he, I unn 2 Pres: thi & 

and 'T'wenty Tears, come Spring, 
And id ah the Places I Hw'd, l never heard of ſuch 


12 Th ing. 
” 20 the Steward, 4 remember, when 1 was at 


Lady vegan? „„ 
Suck 4 Thing as this heppw'd, jul about" the 


, 

I 

8 

time of Goosberries. 1 
80 I went io the Part y ſuſpoRted, and Þ-found 8 
( 

1 


her us of Grief; 

_ (Now: aw: Know, of all Phings in \ the 
World, 1 — 2 Thjef.) 

However, b wv refoly'd: to Ving tho Diſcour 


flily about: 
u Das, ald, 1; here's - e Accident. has 
happen 4 125 — —— 18 * (3; | 3 
Tie not that | cho Vomey. thres, thips . 
of a Louſe. ; 3 ” „. 00 | 1 | 
But the Thing that I ſtand upon, is the the Grodi 
Voß che Muh; Kanns Ji L- 41; 


aid 


"Tis true, Seven Pounds, four Shillings a 


Pence males. d 
Bead ＋ they en ene walk 
* 5114 10 100 ) 6 iT 
= Galkyay. 7 6 


N. Hanns; Petition. 
ea Ne. << o ew, 


ma 5 hard «tac judge, yot- Money cant 
0 without Han ds. 4 4 

- The Javil-taks me, aid, ſhe. (biefing het: Wa) 
if I ever faw'tl zel blut dy ag get] 

;Sboſhe.,xoar'd like Bedlam, as thei L had call'd 
her all to naught; 8 

80 yi; Know, MH could, 1. ſayin ber any 


more, Sob | ien „ende 1 & 


-1cordeft hats nfl came. away as wiſe ax 


was before. A} = 


Well But then they would have Had me Gene 


to the Cunning Man; % 1b 


11 n 1, tis \\the-Jams Things: e 


here anon. 1 
96; the Chaplain cime in; now, the; eruatits lay, 
_—_— 18 my Sweet-heart, „ 10 
[Becatiſe hos, always in my Chamber, ad Lal 
ways take his Fart; 11194 Sum 1 
So, as the Devil would have it, before I was 
aware, out I blander'd; 7 ont 1 
0 Parſon, ſaid I, can you caſt a Wativiey, when 2 
5 Body plunder di 6 Mat gtd | 8 
e (Now you muſt know, he hates 40 bei aalld 
| Parſon; like the Devil.) SYTTS Dag * o UR - 
1 Truly, ſays he, Mrs. Nab, it might bee ome you 
| ti be more civil! 
's If our Ei be ome, as a Learnod bir, fays 


_— 


— 


3 


Fur 1 


. dye ice . eo Ws 100 * 4 aa! tt th 
You are ho Ton for my Handling, o take 
at fromm m6 nd 28.4 


I Wis never taken for ®: Conjuver before; Id have 
you to know. 
Lord, = I, pt | be angry, Iam ſure, I never 
t 
N thoug you lo; | 1 
VI O 2 / 


"296 © © Ars. Hanne: essen. 


Tou know, I honour the Cloth, 14 1 
a Wife. n . 


1 . uk g for a ed lin 
| 1111311 W- ON 


x 
: 
* 


N 19 


EST, twited di. Girdle at e "Pp 
Rope, as who ſhould ſay, | 


Now you may go hang your ſelf for me, nd ] 


4 £4 


Wells 1'thoug ke, e ee Ns 

v 2 t, ve ſwoord 

ſaid I, what ſhall I do? _ z 2 Los 

1 have loſt: my Maney, and ſhall loſe my Five * 
Love too. 1 | 8 

- Then-miy- 'Lod:call d me; Harry, nad my Lord, 
don't cry, ine BE G3 


Til give ſomething to towards thy Loſs „ and. ſays 
o w 
Oh bur, K id I, — if after all my Chaplain 


yen © oc: 18. 


For that, he ſaid a pleas y your Cena) 


1 muſt Petition ou, ne = : 
; 4 #1 ' 540 0 . e- * 14 N iſ 
The Premiſſes tendexly convder'd, I defro you þ 


ET Tome bane = ſhare i next Sandy 
that I may have a in 8 
Collection: Z en „„en lum voy-w 
And over and abore, that I may have your E. 
'celletcies Letter, A278 at? 
With an Order for the Chaplain aforeſaid; or 
inſtead of him, a Bette: | 
And * your poor Petitioner, both. Night and 
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Or „ ( for * tis his Trade ): an in Du 
* l eder PNO¹ 12453 19995 eo | q 
| 1 1 rt 01 Ut ; 

＋ ; 1 Tul 44 F 12 N J $0 Ii {3 | Dil * : 
4 oO 20 7 702 44 Lady / 


” 


, 2 ö RR in be 
; pwr 5 Room Some Ver- 
|| 5 Hes unfinished, under-worit a 
Stanza of her own, with 

Raillery upon him, which 


* > pn Queen on to 99 Ballad, 


h Axis SYN 2 
1 K. the Tine ofthe — 


8 


— = oa. i te. Ah. Mc. — 


Sin :.. * ; 4 1 
Nek on a time, as old Stories rehearſe, 
A Friar would needs N his Talent 
| in Latin; 4. D 
But was ſorely put 0 t in the 
" midſt No A 18 a 
* Becauſe e cou nd no W to come t in. 
Then 11 the Nlace 10 ne Pa 
He left. a. void Space., 
And 8 wont to Bed in de perate Caſe. 


SY Swi” D® 
Las * ot N 
N wot US win WR 
» 0 * „ Www Y 
= 


18  Bart.av 8 La R. B. 
When behold the next Morning, a wonderful 


Cho. Let 


lift on t, 
Who would _ write Verſes 4 


e C 


This put iar in am Amazement, 
For Phe wf w1 moth Fr gh: an muſt be a 5 irit, 
That Orden Ak. tha tha Key Hole, or 5 the 
Ca ſement, 


And it needs muſt be both 
- Read and Write: Sy that WE 


b Tet he did not new. _ 1 


If it were Friend or Poe, 


Or, nber it came from Ars onBelow 


Howe'er i it was civil in o__ 


For he ne'er could have fill'd it fo well of bimſelf 
Cho. Let Cenſuring, Ke. 


EY ſo Maſter Doctor had p- 
In making: 


— by x 1 * — —— — 


a Ballad, but was at 4 Stand, 


Pains, 

When | he found a new Help from Inviſible 

Hand. | f 
.iP inks for the" Giſt, : J 
For you reely muſt yard] ys wers 244 
dead Bifr; 
And tho? 8 malicious vont Spirit did do't, 
Tou 2 know by the Handy, had no Cloven 


Cho. Let cat Cridicks d, tink th they 


woes they If 
wt, dn. 4 be Ao! zar lber 


bo would wot <aride Varſes with ſuch an Af 


Riddle, 
Flo bee e. ſtrangely fiff d im che Middle. 
Cenſuring  Critichs-then-think —whut-they 


his- Brains 
mixt little Wie Wich e gteat deal of 


„„ e 


r 


. » 
' * 
'Cigg Jon >a 
s o d ' R 
* * — 
. P * x = * $ 3 a 
JT NU CARAT -1£ * Tov: 9. THEY , 


4 12814 l * rr 1 b & wu. 


3 | N 4 1 

1 '&& 286125 aii 15. cſi) PTY ET S- 
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. T&S HG | ' ade , . 
. 44. 18 LY 14009 f? 2 


8 8 HOUSE 


N C31 OS 1 


Built forthe RUINS of Warks-Fitt, that 
g e Burnt. inn 7; 


1 X44 5 17. f * 


* prone. — * 


— 


St oY i * . — 
Wri ritten, 1703. — 
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c V IL Fs 
N Times of Oli, when Time * Young, 
And Poets. thei# own Verſes fanp;'.  * 
A Verſe could draw à Stone or Beam, 
That now would overload a a 11 0 
Lead em a Dance — a Mile, 
Then rear em to à goodly Pile. 60 
Each Number had iti diffrent: Pow ry ' 
Heroick Strains could build For, 


Sonnets, or Elogiès to Chi. 
Might raiſe a Houſe about: ro ee, 
A Lyrick Qde would Slate; 4 Ca * 


Would Tile ; an Epigtam 45 Mach. 4. A 


Bur to their own; or Landlord's Coth, 


Now Poets feel this Art is loſt; im? 2 EX 
Not one of all our 27 4 4610 18110: 1 
Can raiſe à Lodging 100 
For, Feve eonſider d b the the Cale; 44 2221 Lak 
Obſerv'd, they grew a num'rous Raver—— | 

And ſhould they Band as faft as Mi wow! 
"'T would rum Undertakets quite.” e 12; 0. 
This Evil, therefore to prevent 2 
He wiſely chang'd their Rlement: 


04 


4.00 7 Hovss 


On Earth, the God of Wealth was made 
Sole Patron of the Building Trade, 


Leaving the the Wits the ſpacious Air, | 
With Licence to build Caftles there: tg 
And *tis conceiv 'd, their old Pretence, 


won, ved ld» AM Mn EY, DD I tm mA 


To. lodgg comes from thence, 1 
Pakx Mis thus i in mode Way yr 
—— on alf we had to 55 N 
350 Be mg Hoaſs, of, "Poet. . Win 
trains than we. bega 
the Rea er — it) 
reel) a Herald and a Poet 
No wonder then, if nicely ill d 1 
In both Capacities, to r 
As Herald, he can in a Day 3 
Repair 2 Hie gone to decay; e A 
Or by „Arms, Devices. 107 bak 
Erect a nem one inen tries lac 815 A 
And a8 A. Paet, he. has £kill:;; WW WO TfL 
To build 1 in gp” hae till. CI K. bes.! 
3 cry'd, the Art reſhorey a: mas: 
To build by Verſe as:heretafore, | - gk 


And make my Muſe the ArchiteRt 3 18 135 
What Palaces ſhall we Krect!! 10, 1 % 
No longer All forſaken'Thames| ; Align Fr 1 
Lament hit old Mbiteball. n doi 12. \ 
A Pilaiſhall from its Aſhes. riſe . 511 I hluo 
— to invade Or prop the Skies L * wot 
FOVE ſmil d. and like: 7 gentl Woe; od, Wat 
Conſenting with the uſual "Nod, ig 10-260 20 
Told /—— he knew. his Talant beſt, 
And left the Choice to his own Breaſt 0 
So V——-xefalvid ta write à Farce, Tic 
But well perceiving Wit r _ bio — bt 
With Lacy that, Defecd ſ We, ies, 1 b. 
Tkes ek Play as Jaw ne, 75 


75 : | 
A8 


eos ˙ AM. Ma ©. | _ 


a. MMC es rr T ck . mac ia — £ 


a 0 | . 


2 HousE,! 


| 20 

Stales thence his Plot, and e 8 =p 54 

Not once ſuſpecti nr Xe 8 Jove woul 1 1044 
U 


And * a Wag own to write, 
Would whiſper — hamſelf 4 Bire, | x vw 
Then, from ou motly 2 ane Mön 
Proceeded to 8 his Pile: 1 >| il 
80, Men of in — aid 401 4 


Build Babel wi belt (Tongues! confounded, © A 
2 ſaw the Cheat, butthiought'i it beſt 4 
turn the Matter to aſeſt ; 
Down from Olimput Top he ſlides, H a1 piliT 
| _ ghing, as if he he'd burſt his! 7 Sitles + 14 oP 

— ht the God, are theſs1your” Trieb 
Why hh e Plays deli o Bricks, ''') | oy | 
And fince you're iparing :of;:your: Stuff, 0 
Your Buildin ing Oo he ſmall: enough 245 
He ſpake, a ne udging, lent hib Aid; 400 
Th' experienc'd Bricks —_— khow their Trades) 
( As hong Bricks at ſecond Hand,) 4 
Now — * — im xder fand. * 41'vodT 

THE Building, as the Poet Hẽ,ν * % 307 
Roſe in 10 h Mi: vd md e 
And firſt the Prologue built a Mall. Cdn FIT: 
So wide as to encompaſs all. u 4 var 
The Scene a Mu rd d U nere 
Than a fewſtrubby! Trees Beſore : 1179 
The Plot as yet lay deep, amt, (di: qual: 10, 3 nA A 
A Celler a ting bela y 216) 415 2 
But this 4 Work ſo bard auas: fund. x wh la AVT A 


Two Act, it coff bim undes Ground. | 8 at SGE 
Two other AB we we may praſume Ms 00 i wang 02 
Were ſpent in Building each a »Rodm 3} 101A 
Thus 3 made 4 ſbiſte T& 1 1114 e. 
To raiſe a Roof wath Act the LEO: 1 243 308 zu 
The Epilogue behind: did framey © © Wt 02, 


A place not decent here to nh ỹE '- jt _ 11 — 
Now Poets from all uartere ran 
To Jee the Houle of B — Lok 4 


AI, . 
— 


1 
Fr — ů a, ———— 
— ͥ — P — ——— —j—ôö — — — — o Soo 
—_ = "I 4 l - N 1 3 1 


10 2 Hoves. 
Lookt hight and low, walkt often round, 
But no ſuch Houſe was to be found; * 1071 
One aſks the Watermen hard by, 6 Ai 55H — 
Where may the Poets\ Palare Se 01 lid Lies! 
Another of the Thames at enduires, wad nf 
If he had ſeen i its gilded 8 ires. bs 01% ' 
At length they in he Rubbiſh op |. \ .,00 
A Thing — 2 Gooſe „ Won Hud 
Farther: in heaſt the Poets throngy +4 
And gaze in filent Wonder long 
Till one in Ra thus began 
To Yate the and builder — 0 1 
Annie happy Poet, who may trail | 
Thy Houſe:about\thee like a Sally « It 
Or arne ſq d to a N tat eaſe ad td 
Take } Journies in it eiſike'2 Chai; een ! 
Or in à dat when cer thou wilt pare Bc 
Caift'make'itwerve thee for # Tilt 
Capacious Haaſet!"tis.own'd by alli 21 _- - | 
Thou'rt well cantrisd, tho\chou. art ſmall 3. 92 1 
For ev'ry Wit ies Ile: 
May 1 ge n+ thy : {pa ious) Pile... g 3.5571 
Like Bacchus Thbuzhs bets felgrh, 1 +: + 
Thy Mother burnt, art born again; 
Born like a Phaxiz:from the Flame, N S 
But neither Bulk, ner Shape: che lame: * 0 
As Animals of largeſt dias n 
Corrupt to Maggots, Worms and Flyes. 
A Type of Aoders Wit and. Stilen 
The rubbiſd of an Ante Pilmeee. 
So Chimifts boaſt they have a Pow'r;.. Nea v5 i 
From the dead aſhes of a Flow r., 
Some faint Reſemblance to producey... .  . - 
But not the Virtue; Taſte or Juice. "OY 
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So Modern Rhimers wiſely e & Sue 

The Poetry of Ages paſt n. IT 
Which after they have 1 wer enoagy 5 
They from+te-Ruins build — 
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| | bt gw Diel 1600 21 11 
- eo pod FE: * 1 YE CITE 2 ne 
Out of Pliny's Naz 4H. L. 10. C. 67. & L. 2 


HU id 07 Peelend » 4 7 728 
10 s B's hy 18 . 947 te uv o8 
8 Maſtive D in Modern Phraſe, are 

Cad 8 Sap, und ee TEA. 
As ya Daw ate often (RPA quo. 1 
WitkOhfiſtian Nick passes. like a0 4 
Monſter „ to an Me, 5" 3 hi IN SFHOIBC 
Without Ofance to Huthar/Shap F 2252 I 
So Men have get from Bird an _ ti 190 1 
Names that e ald beſt their Natures uit: 
The Lion, Eaglt De and Be 3 | 
Were Heroes: Medes heretofore,” a 


TY 


Beſtow'd as Hy . ne 


As we ſay, 


T' expreſs their Valour, — or Wit. ne Ne 


For, what is by Im 
Beſide the getting of a Nam??? 
But e er ſince Men invented Guns 
A different way their Fancy runs: T 

0 


7 


9. 8 who 1 


24117 bas Arno 41e nug a2 IT 


206 The SaLAMANDzR. 
To paint a Hero, we enquire 
For ſomething that will conquer Fire. 


Would you defcribe Turenne or Trumpe, 
Think of a Bucket or a Pum : 


Are theſe too low? then And out Grandeur, 


Call my Lord C— a Salamander, 
well. 


1 der obe an ev | ehe 
Who ma ain 
Pliny ſhal none on vr t ns 
= ſhall Are and we'll apply, 
Il be judg'd by Standers-b 
is, then Aar Author . 
Keptil, of thi Serpent kin 


h grudy Coat, and ſhining 
| 0 omg ſome: Hole: — — es, 
When Rains deſcend,” and Tempeſte 


o Term, 


. 


Crawls back neglected to his Den. 


So when the War has rais'd a Storm 


Pye; {edn;2 Snake in human Form, 
All ſtain'd with - and Vice, 
Leap tom the CR on how, 
make ow 
come 2 General, Peer — a 


Till Peace hath made the Sky Sarons, 
Then ſhrink into its Hole again. 


Ml this yn HR — ten 
Sure that muſt be 4 Salamand 


Pin runn, we 78 by- wh I 
This Serpent is extreamly cold 8 
So cold, that put it in the Fire, 

*T'will maker 5 very Flames expire. 


Befides, it ſpews a-filthy Froth, 
(Whether then 


| Ti h 


WW » 
* 
1 : 
% o 
* „* 


loathſom Spots his Body WE 


W or Song” or both ) 


4 


. 
* OG 
# iv 
— 
" 
- 
£+ 
& ? 
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W 4 


— — 
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* * 


* * 
Till the Sun clears the Air; and then 
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# 


We $&LAMANDYR:; 205 
Of Mater lent and white, : 
Which bappen'd, on the Skin to_light, 
there corrupting to a Woun 
Spreads Leprofie and Baldneſs round. 
— have I ſeen a batter'd Beau, 


”_ bl and Claps grown cold as Snow, 
Breath or ouch, where &er he came, 
Blige gut _ 's Torch, or chill'd the Flags: 
Nymph; who ne er w I, 

Like Carleton rr or fam'd Duruel, 


Receive the Filth which he ejects, 
She ſoon_would find the ſame Effects 


n 


Her tainted\Carcaſe to pirſue,” 5 T7 C7 
Ak from c Lassen aB 1 
A diſmal Shedding of _ — I 

And if no Leprofie, a Pox. . 


Then I'lt appeal to each By-ftander, 
 Mhether this ben't 4 Salamander? TT 
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PHILE MON 
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Imitated 2 the Eighth Book & Fore 255 


Written 1706. AW Se 


N Antient Times, as Sto tells, 
The Saints would often 
And ſtrole about, but hide their Walley, 
To try ood 3 s Ho 2 
Ir happen d on a Winter Night 
As Authors of the Legend yrie, : 
Two Brother Hermits, Saints b bp Trade, 
Taking their Towr in Maſquera 
' Diſguis'd in tatter'd Habits, went 
To A ſmall Village down in Kent; 
wy th in the Strolers Canting Sram, 
Ta 88 d from Door to Door i in vain; 
_ Tone might Pity win, 
2 not a, Soul would let — in. 
1 wihd'ring Saints in woful State, 
| Treated at this ungodly Rate; 


Having 


— —_ LO LFR_CHKHMDTY DP FR TT. _ [JO . TT enn rern TY WW RT" 


- -, Bavcis and PRIEIMOx. Toy. - 
Having thro”. all the Village pelra. n Hef 
To a ſmall Cottage came at laſt; Ms pt 
Where dwelt a good old honeſt Teoman. 
lemon, RI LD 


CalPd, in the Neighbourhood, b. 
Who kindly did the Saints invite 
In his poor Hut to paſs the Night; . 
And then the Hoſpitable Sire 10 
Bid Goody Baxcis mend the Fire; 21 2˙21 
While he from out of Chimney took 
A Flitch of Bacon off the Hook, 44K 
And freely from the fatteſt ſide 50 
Cut out large ſlices to be fri'd : * M 5. 
Then ſtept aſide to fetch m Drink, 
Fill'd a large Jug up to the Brink 
And ſaw it fairly twice go round 
Yet (what is wonderful) they found - 17k 
"Twas till repleniſh'd to the Top, © 
As if they ne'er had touch'd a Drop. 
The good old Couple was amaz cd, 
And often on each other gas d; nen © ¹¹ 15 
For both were frighted to the Heart, 14 
And juſt began to cry ; —— What art? 
Then ſoftly turn'd afide to vi ed, oh 
Whether the Ligkts were burning blue. 
The gentle Pilgrinss ſoon aware on't y: 
Told 'em their Calling, and their Errand: 
Good Folks, you need not be afraid. 
We are but Saints, the Hetmitcs-ſaid 5 - .. 
No Hurt ſhall come to You; or Tours {4h 
But, for the Pack of churliſh Boore 16 
Not fit to live on Chriſtian Ground. a 
They and their Houſes ſhalf he droun d- 
Whilſt you ſhall Ke''yqur Cottage riſe: 
And grow a Churohi before your Byes. 
Tazy ſcarce had ſpoke; when fait e Tr 
The Roof began te mount dleft ; a 
2 0 
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408 BA ucis and PIII. 


Aloft roſe ev'ry Beam and Rufterr,.r 7 
The heavy Wall elim'd ſlowly after... 


Tux Chimney widn'd, and grew higher, 


And there ſtood faſt'ned to a Joiſt: 
But with the Upſide down, to ſhew 
It's Inclinations far below; - 
In vain; for a ſuperior Force | 
Apply'd at Bottom, tops its Courſe, 
Doom'd ever in Suſpence to. dwell, - 
"Tis now no Kettle; but a: Bell. 

A wooden Jack, which had almoſt 

Loſt by Diſuſe the Art to Roaſt. 


A ſudden Alteration feels 


Increas'd by. new Inteſtine Wheels 
And, what exalts the Wonder: more 
The Number made the Motion ſlow'r: 
The Flyer tho't had Leaden Feet, 


Turn'd round ſo 2 you ſcarce could ſee t; 


But ſlackn'd by ſome ſecret Power, 

Now hardly moves an Inch an Hour, 
The Jack and Chimney near ally'd, | 
Had never left each other's Side; 
The Chimney to a von wr grown, 

The Jack wou'd not be left alone, 


But up again the Steeple rear d, 


Became a Clock, and ſtill adher'd: 


And ſtill its love to Houſhold Cares 


By a ſhril Voice at Noon declates,, 
Warning the Cook · waid not to burn 
That Roaſt-meat; which it cannot turn. 


Like a nail along the Wall; 
ſtuck aloft, in Publick View 


ith 
” 7 © 
US _ 
4 - 


I\Qhange 2. Pulpit grew. 0.21. St; 4 
The 


+ 4 : 
% 


Taz Kettle to the Top was hoiſt, - © . 


2 5 


The groaning Chair began to trawl, | 
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Baucis and PrILEMON. 209 
Tux Porringers, that in a roW 4/21 
Hung; high, and made a glitt'rin Show, | 
To a leſs, noble Subſtance nr, 
Were now but Leathern Buckets rang d. 
| Tax Ballads paſted on the Wall, 
Of Joan of France, and — 1 
Fair Roſamond, and Robin Hood, 
The Little Children in the Wood + 
4 ſeem'd to look abundance better,” 
2 in Picture, Size, and Letter; 
a high in Order plac'd, deſcribe 
The raldry of ev'ry Tribe. 
A Bedſtead of an Antics Mode, 
Compact of Timber many a Load, 
Such as our Anceſtors: did uſe, 
Was Meta od into Pews; 
Which ſtill their antient Nature keep; 
By A. .. 9 diſpos' d to Sleep. * 
Tux Cottage _— _— * theſe, 
Grown te «Clinch by . 0 
The Hermits then a 5 their ea 
To aſk for what he ſancy'd moſt: 


Philemon, having paus d a while, a 


Return'd 'em Thanks in homely Stile; 
Then ſaid; my Houſe is grown ſo fine, 
Methinks, I 1 Uu would call it mine: 


I'm Old, and feign wonld live at Nin a 
Make me the Parſan, if you pleaſe. 1030 
Hr ſpoke, and preſently he feelss 

His Grazier's Coat fall * his Heels; 22 
He fees, yet hardly can believe, © 
About Hoo Arm a Pudding ſleeve; A 89D yu 
His Waſtcoat to a Caſſock grew, un e 

And both aflum'd 2 Sable Hue; 

But Tees old, continu 'd er 

of Duſt, 


Plain Gogay 


: 


210. Ravcis. u Pu ro. 

His talk was nom of Hilrs and Dur, ö 

Could ſmoak his and read — wah 

Knew how to, old Sermane nent. 

Vamp'd in the Preface and the Text 

At Chriſtnings well could: act — Park, | 

And had thet Service all by 

Wiſh'd Women might: bo 2 b 

= _ ght whoſe Sew had "pox na. 
gainſt Dinter would gol wo 

And ftood up en or AS ae: 6 eyes 

Found his Head filr d with many Syn 

But Claſſick Authors — be ner mit m. 
Tavs having farbiſh'& up a Parſon, 

Dame Baucis neut, — plaid their F; mr ag | 

Inſtead of Home- [pan Coifs ulene Fean; 

Good Pinners edgck with — I 

Her Petticoat transform'c pace, if lain 

Became black Satin flounc d ih "MIT? 

woukd no langen daun; 

Twas Madam, im hen . qprrpeg 

Philemon was in great Suppatze, 1 5 "bd | 

And hardly could: hahe te his _ de 

Amaz'd to ſee her look ſa Prim, 


And ſhe admit as m e 


Tuus, happy in worn Change of: — pt ae 
Were ſeveral: Years thb Man and Wife, .- ' 165 ritto! 


When on a Day, which provid : their _ 
Diſcourſing on altk-Stoniey paſty +: 


They went by chance, ab chern . 015 


To the Churelyand;: to tale a walk; 


When Baxcis ber er , bud 3-7 ob 


My dear, I ſee; Spaun: Aue 
Sprout, quoth c — Whats chi yo-telVaxy 
I hope, you don't: halle ua une Jedes cod 5 
But yet, methinks, I feel tis true. ani e 0 
And a yours.is Hadding tear i * 
ay, 


re ,,, 


Bavcis amt PeiEMON, 1 211 
Nay,— now I cannot ſtir my Foot: 


It feels as if twere taking Root. 
——DzsCRIPTION would but tire _ 
In ſhort, they both were turn'd to Lewis. 

Old Good-man Dobſon of the Green 

Remembers he the Tiees has ſeen 

He'll talk of them from Noon to Ni bt, 

And goes with Folks to ſhew the Sight, 

On Sandays after Everting Prayer, >. 

He gathers all the Pri fh there; — : 
Points out»the Place of either Yew ; 
Here Baucis, there Philemon grew. 
Till once, a Parſon of our Town, _ 
To mend his Barn, cut Baucis down 3 

At which, tis hard to be believ'd, 
How much the other Tree was griev'd, 
Grew Scrubby, dy'd a-top, was ſtunted: 


So, the next Parſon ſtubb d and burnt it. 
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TL THEN Oupid 


id did hie Grandſire Fe intreat, 
To form ſame Beauty by a new Receipt, 
= ſent and found far in a Coun ne, 
ruth, Innocence, Good Nature, k ſerene z 
From which Ingredients, firſt the dext'rous Boy 
Pick'd the Demure, the Aukward, and the Coy ; 
The Graces from the Court did next provide 
Breeding, and Wit, and Air, and decent Pride; 
Theſe Venus cleans d from ey'ry ſpurious Grain 
Of Nice, Coquet, Affected, Pert, and Vain. 
mix'd upall, and his beſt Clay imploy'd ; 
hen call'd the happy Compoſition, Floyd. 
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HEN Mother Clud had roſe from Play, 
And call'd to take the Cards away; 
1 ſaw, but ſeem'd not to regard, 
How Mig pick d ev ry painted Card; 

And buſie both with Hand and Eye, 
Soon rear'd a Houſe two Story highgß; 

— Genius without Thought or Lecture, 
Is hugely turn d to Arebitecture. 
He view'd the Edifice, and ſmil'd, 
Vow'd it was pretty for a Child; _. 

It was ſo perfect in its Rind. | 
He kept the Medel in his Mind, | 
Bur when he found the Boys at Play, 

And ſaw them dabbling in their Clay; 

He ſtood behind a Stall to lurk 

Aud mark the Progreſs of their Work 3 


P 3 | With 


. 


214 7 Hows, 
With true Delight obſerv'd em All 


Raking up Mul to build a Wall : 
The Plan he much admir'd, and took 


The Mode! in his Table- Book ; 
Thought himſelf now —_ Kill'd, 
And 15 reſolv'd a Houſe to build; 
- real Houſe, and Rooms and Stairs, 
ive times at leaſt as big as theirgs - — 
Taller than Ads by two Yards, 
Not à ſham Thing of Clay or Cards; 
And ſo he did: For in a while, 
He built up ſuch a monſtrous Pile, 
That no two Chair-men could be found, 
Able to liſt it from the Ground: | 
Sill at Wbiabal it ſtands in view, 
Th in the Place where firſt it grew; 
here all the little School-Boys run, 
Envying to ſee themſelyes out-done. 
Faom ſuch deep Rudiments as theſe, 
V—— is become by due Degrees, 
For Building fam'd, and juſtly reckon'd. 
Ar Court, Vitruvins the Second. | 
No wonder, fince wiſe Authors ſhow, 
That Beſt Foundations muſt be Low ; F 
And now the Duke has wilely ta en him 
To be his Architect at Blenbeim: 
But Raillery for once aprt, . 
If this Rule holds in ev'ry Art of: 7 
Or if his Grace were no more Kurd! in 


3 


The Art of Battering Walls, than Building, 


mu might expect to 0 foe next Year, 
— , G hief En gineer. 


Grubſtreet ELEGY 
On the ſuppoſed Death of 


PARTRIDGE 


EE 


Alinanack-nnker: r. 


8 


0 ET Of! TIP A 05s 2p G 


. 1708. * | 1 
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ELL, die 26 Bube fff hits gueſt, 
Tho we all took it fora Jett: | 
Partvidg# is Dead, tray more, he died 
Wa. Eser he ebald prove the oh — 


Strange, an Aſtrologer ſhould We 
Without one Wonder in the Sky; 8 
2 one of all his Crony Stars, 

2 their Duty at bis Heats!" * 
eteor, no R appear a! 
No Comet with a F Pin Beard ! 


The 


216 An FLtcy on PAR TR IDE, 


The Sun has roſe, and gon to Bed, 
ow as if a * not Dead; 

or hid himſelf behind the Moon, 

To make à dreadful Night at Noon n 
He at fit Periods walls through Aries, 
Howe'er our Earthly Motion varies, 

And twice a Year bel cut the Equator, 
As if there had been no ſuch Matter, 
Sou Wits have wondred what —" 

There is twixt * Cobleng and Aſtrology z 

How Partridge made his Opticks riſe, 

From a Shooe: Sole to reach the Skies. 

5 wk ro: Coblers Temples ties, | 
be Hair out of their Eyes: 

From nag; hi. tis plain the Diadem 

That Princes Wear Aerives from them ; 

And therefore Crowns are now-a days 

Adorn'd with Golden Stars and Ra 'Sy 

Which plainly ſhews the near Alli iance 

"Pwixt bling Rr. the Planet Svience. 

SN Brsipze, that {low-pac'd Sign Bo-otes & + 

As *tis miſcall'd, we know not who *'tis ; 

But Party/ 11 Dif} 
He knew his Trade, and call'd i it + Boots, 
Pa Horned Moon which heretofore 

| 9 their Shooes the Romans _ 

Whoſe wideneſs kept their Toes from joe, 
And whence we claim our Sbooing Horn,. 

Sbewe how the Art of Cobling bears 
A near 5 tn the Spheres. 

A Scrap of Parchment ung by Geometry, | 


A great Ae inen 3 


— A * Wen — 
* Partridge Was Gabler, * See his « Almanack: 
| no. to. 
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| An Exzer on PARTRTDex. 217 
Can like the Stars foretel the Weather; — 
And what is Parthment elſe but Leather 8 
Which an Aſtrologer might uſe,” 
Either for Almanacks or Shooes,” © © © 
Tavs Partridge; by his Wit and Parts, TA 
At once did Practice both theſe Art? 
And as the Boading Owl, Cor rather 5 
The Bat becauſe her Wings are Leatber ) 
Steals from her Private Cell b'y Nig, FJ 
And flies about the Candle-Light; '* | 
So Learned Parwidge:could as well | 
Creep in the Dark from Landen Galt 
And in his Fancy fly as far, LIL | | 
To peep upon a — Ster. Rinn 1 550 
BESsID ES, he could confound the gun OS 
And ſet the Planets by the Ears fo 
To ſhew his Skill, he Mars would john 
To Venus in Ape Malibu, : 
Then call in Mercury for Aid. 
And cure the Wounds that — eo | 
Gxxar Scholars have in Lucian read, 
When Philip King of Greece was dead, 
His Soul and Spirit did divide, 
And each Part took a diff rent fide ; 
One role a Star, the other fell 
Beneath, and mended Shooes in Hell. 
Tuus Partridge {till ſhines in each Art, 
The Cobling and Star-Gazing Part, 
And is Inſtall d as good a Star, 
As any of the Ceſars are. 
TRIUMPHANT Star! ſome Pity ſhew, 
On Coblers Militant below, 
Whom roguiſh Boys in ſtormy Nights 
Torment, by piſſing out their Lights; 
— _ 2 Chink 1 their Smoke, 
nclos'd Artificers to (Cho 
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"Troy, high-exalted i in 

May'ſt follow ſtill thy OOF —— 
To * the Bull will * his N 
By Phebys newly Tann'd and Dry'd. 

For thee the Argos Hulk will Tax. 


And ſcrape, her. Sides for Wax. 
Then Ariadne. * 


Her braided Hair to Bn: thee Ends; 
The Point of s Dart. 
Aul, by Heavenly Art; 
And Vuken wheedled by his "yg 
Will forge oe Gena Fake Knife. 
For want of Room by Virgo's Sie 
Shee'll train a Point and fit * a ide 
To take thee kindly — | 
— ee wil 1 


CEE 1 — 
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© Thi brain nun Ig Spin gc. 


. woes, x Gout „„ 


* r \ 


E R E. Five Foot deep, bes on bis Back 
A Cobler, Starmonger, and Quack, 
Who to the Stars in pure Good-will, 


Does to bis beſt look upward ſtill. 
Weep all ye Cuſtomers that uſe 
His Pills, his Almanacks, or Shooes. 3 
And you that did your Fortunes ſeek, 4 
s 7 Step #0 his Grave but once 4 Week, " 


This Earth, which bears bis Body Print, 
Vou'l find bas fo much Virtue in't, ES 
That I durff pawn my Ears, "twill tell - 
What e er concearns you full as well 1 

In Phyfick, Selen Goods, or Love, e os 
e cn ewhon above, dit wn 


To the Honourable Mrs. Fr Nc, under ber Name 
A ARDELIA. 8 f 


— " — 


a Written, 1709. 


— 


HOEBUS now ſhortning every Shade, 
Up to the Northern Tropick came, 
| Add; thence. beheld a lovely Maid 
Attending.on.a Royal Dame. 
Tux God laid down his feeble Rays, 
Then lighted from his glitt'ring Coach, 
But fenc'd his Head with his own Bays, 
Before he durſt the Nymph approach. 
UnDER thoſe ſacred Leaves, ſecure 
From common Lightning of the Skies, 
He fondly thought he might endure 
The Flaſhes of Ardelia's Eyes. | 
Tux Nymph, who oft had read in Books, 
Of that bright God whom Bards invoke, 
Soon knew Apollo by his Looks, 
And gueſt his Bufineſs e're he ſpoke. 
Hz in the old Celeſtial Cant, | 
Confeſt his Flame, and ſwore by Styx, 
What e're ſhe would defire, to grant, 
But wiſe Ardelia knew his Tricks, 


QVID 


Apollo Outwitted. . 


— P 


O 


Of. ſtroling Gods, whoſe uſual Trade i is. TEN 


* 


"” APOLLO; Omitted. . 2. 


4 


)VID had warn'd her to beware... 
nder —— of taking Air, Dat W i 
To pick up Sublunary Ladies. Fad 137 
How ER gave no flat Denial in ound 
As having Malice 1 in her Heart, d * 


ud was reſolv'd u 1 a 
To Cheat N Go own Art. dans"; 
„Han my Requeſt, mA irgin faid, 


Let which L pleaſe of all the Nine 
Attend when e — I want their Aid, 
Obey my Call, and only mine. 
By * oblig'd, by Paſſion led, 
The God could * refuſe ber Prayer; 
He wavd his Wreath thrice o'er her Head, 
Thrice mutter d ſomething in the Air. 
AnD now he thought to ſeize his due, 
But ſhe the Charm already try'd, 
Thalia heard the Call and flew 
To wait at bright Ardelia's Side. 
On Sight of this Celeſtial Prude, 
Apollo thought it vain to ſtay, 
Nor in her Preſence durſt be Rude, 
But made his Leg and went away. 
Hz hop'd to find ſome lucky 1 
When on their Queen the Muſes wait; 
But Pallas owns Ardelia's Power, 
For Vows Divine are kept by Fate. 
Tux full of Rage 40 i, ke, | 
Norge my Nymph, I ſee thy Art, 
And tha. 1 cap can't my Gift revoke, - 
III point its 858257 ( 
La ſtubl — Pride poſſeſs thee long, 
And be thou negligent of Fame. 
With ev'ry Muſe to grace thy Song, 
AO _ ou deſpiſe 2 Poel s Name. 


1 * 


——— — — 
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APOEE'O, Owtevitted. - 
Or Modeſt Poets thou be firſt, 
To filent Shades repe: 
Till Fame and Eccho 
Let hardly dare one Line Rebesrſe. WHT UL My 
Anv laſt my ce to compleat, 
May thou deſcend to take Renown, - 
Prevail'd on by the Thing you hate 
A—— and one that wears 2 Gown. F 
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| paroneh. 

＋ Betty from her Maſter's Bed had flown. 

n fofely ſtole to diſcompoſe her own. 
he Sli pſhod Prentice from his Maſter's Door, 
ad par d the Dirt, and ſprinkled round the Floor. 
1 Moll had whirl'd her Mop with dext'rous 

irs, 
'repar'd to Scrub the o_y and the Stairs, 
The Youth with Broomy Stumps began to trace 


he Kennel Edge, where Wheels had worn the 
Place. =_ 
© 


124 4 Deſcription of the Mor nin. 
The Small-Coal Man was heard with Cadence 


ce 
Till droun'd in ſhriller Notes of Chitaney-Sweep. 


Duns at his Lordſhip's Gate began to meet, 

And Brick-duſt Mol had ſcream'd through half 
the Street. 8 | 

The Turn-key now his Flock returning ſees, 

Duely let out a-Nights to teal far. Fees... 


" ad 


And School-Boys lag with Satchels in their Hands. 
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N Obſervers may foretel the 

TWO 1 Or 

(By ſure Prognoticks ) » when to dread 
a\Sow'r : ./ 

While Rain depends, the — at gives 0 er 

Her Frolicks, — purſues her Tai no more. 

Returnzog home at "Night, you'll find the Sink 

Strike For, offended Senſe with. double Sunk. 

I vou be wiſe, then go not far to Dine, 

wy You'll ſpend in Conch: hire morg [Aha ſave in 

ine. - 

A coming Show'r r your ſhootin dane: eſa 25 
* * Aches throb, your ſhopting d . 1 

Q Sauntring 
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Sauntring i in Coffee * is Dulman er ; 
A1 while the 80 the — wi 
| ings 
A Sable Cloud a-thwart the Welkin flings, 
That ſwill'd more * than it 2 A401 
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Such is that ſprinkling, hich ſome — nean 
Flirts on you from her Mop, but not ſo clean. 
You fly, invoke the Gods; then — —4 
— — che. _ ing MN r on h 
» t * * 


Bar 8 . 30 5 fougtit Kl e 2 y 
Aid WA Wich 3 
1 doubtful which was Rain, and which was 
u 

Ah! where muſt_needy Poet ſeek for Aid 
When Duſt and Rain at enge his Coat invade; Þ © 
His only Coat,-where Duſt-confus'd. with Rain, 
Roughen the Nap, and leave a mingled Stain. 


2 in nen Drops the 900 mes 

t'nin with Deluge a Deum 1285 N 
Kore 8, Ciculls the bed F — 

— to cheapen Goods, But fing buy. 


The Tecs Neg ben oe abtdach, 
are t hi ſeems 0 fcall a Ce. 
. 3 — ls wa Hes ni hafty ftides, 
* io en down eee 
es. ite 1 
Here vario Kivds By iibone Fertanes 16, 
mar re and Detponting! T — 
t „an 5 
e 10 the Way 
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A Drscnir rig of a CITY een. 229 
Box'd in a Chair the Beau impatient Ma 
While Spouts run clatt'ring o'er the Roof by Fits; 
And ever and anon with frightful Din | 
ed Phe Leather ſounds, he trembles from within. 
Fo when T 5 F bore the wooden _ 
tient tobe ef 


$1.0 Fill as e Men, fü * he. 1 9 


Laocon Aruck "the Outſide N his the ar, 

Hero .quak” ar Fear. 

an Now from all Parts the ſwelling Kennels flow, 
And bear their Trophies with thin as they go: 
Filth of all Hues and Odours ſeem to tell 


„ e they Fe go, by rhgic Sight and 
The as each Torrent drives with A 8 
From Smithfield, or St. Pulber's ſhape their Courſe, 


SF Andin huge Confluent join at Svow-bill Ridge, 
Fall gro the 


prone to J 
15 Fer Butchbrs oats Ee 
— iel 


Dead Cats; and Turnip-tops come tumbling « 
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HF. Rod was but a harmleſs Wand, 
While: Moſes held i it in his Hand, 
But ſoon as e'er he laid it down, 
"Twas a devouring — grown. 


| _ Ovn great Magicam Hamer" Ste, — 
| Rererſes what the Prophet did ; 
is Rod was honeſt Ex 0 Wood, 
That ſonſeleſs in a Co 


er Rood, 


4  2©£ Ord oo EY nl Yin d ks MIA, + Gn. tA. ww 


Till 


£ 


SiD HAuzr. 


To Metamor orphgs'd by his Graſp, 
grew an' All-deyouring Aſp; 
wala hiſs, and fling, and rot. in twiſt, 

By the meer. Virtue of his Fit: 
Bat when he laid it doton, as IT. 
Reſum'd the Figure of a Stic 

So to her Midnight Feaſts the Hag, 
Rides on a Broomſtick for a Nag, 
That, rais'd by Magick of her 


EY 


Oer Sea and Land conveys the Witch; 


But, with the Mornin . Dawn, reſumes 
The Peaceful Stare of common Brooms. 
Tuxv tell us ſomething ſtrange and odd, 

Abour a certain Magick Rod, © 
That, bending down its Top, divines 
When e&'er the Soil has Golden Mines : 
Where there are none, it ſtands erect, 
Scorning to ſhew the leaſt Reſpect. 
As ready was the Wand of Sid © 
To bend where Golden Mines were hid 
In Seortiſh Hills found precious Ore, 
Where none &er look'd for it before ; 
And, by a gentle Bow, divin'd | 
How well a Cully's ' Parſe was Fd: 
To a forelorn and broken Rate, 
Stood without Motion, like 2 Stake. 
Tk Rod of Hermes was renown'd © 
For Charms above and under Ground; | 
To ſleep could mortal Eye-lids fi, po. 
And drive departed Souls to Styx; 
That Rod was 7 Type of Sas 
Which, o'er a Brittſd Lites Z 
Could ſcatter Opiam full as well, — 5 
And drive as many Souls to Hel. u rt T2420 
wa Rod was ſlender, white, and tall, 17 
ich 


3 Gauge * 24 11 *. 
Us £ 


oft be WY eo withal!? 920 


* 


16 ; f Sip TY WT : { "MF 
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core. of Cabins took 5 WR 4 
Ter. „ b od Wn tes , bly _ 
He caught bis, ded, Well 

SID's Bret 2 the Cor 118 ri 
A Circle withrthe] eib Led defcei 2 * | 8 o * "7 
. 45 dns lagical. Reoubt 


To keep P AP voles Sperits . ut. 
Sid's Rod was ot 2 larger Stride, 
And = a. Gitcle wide 
And he r:ts throng | ide as Din 
_ 0 = them im. 
But, w hen t ö 72 2 
They vaniſhud in à ſtinking Smoz 
ACHILLES. Heep Wos 
Like * 51 be oy in a 5 200 
Tho', down py ln 2 divine 


Tranſmitted to the Heroe's Line If K ade 
Thence, t I along Deſcent of F Kings, f * 
Came an ede as 1 4 ov 2 5 
Tho' this Delc 5 ions bu, | * 
That Scefter was a ſapleſs a 

Which, from the fatal a 4 Hrſt to _ 

Ir left the Foreſt ſt where . A nurſt, . 


As Homer tells. 0 7 220 F: KF 
ens 09. To . 


' Or: LT) | 


Nor Leaf, no 


Sid's Scepieg, ce N 
in Geldch ff. 8 and; os, 


And He, the Þ Dragon nev 01 e 
Guarded each fair Heſperian pins 


No Hobby-Herſe,, with gorgeous. 
2 abby Hirſch BYE . Shi 1 
litt'ring Tinſel of wann 
Load with his R ff Sid c aſh, uber 
DAR Sid, t wert. mad, : 
To break thy 1 1 
| eu 


1 


ery — IT ESP 


Sid. Hamer. 


Jon —＋ have bit it in your Diſtreſs, 
then return d it ta 
: 5 


make it a Neu market 8 
And not a Rod for thy own Breech. 
For fince old Sid has broken His... 
His next will be a Roll is — 
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EPISTLE 


HORACE 


___ Imitated., 


And Addreſs'd to a NOBLE LORD. 


ARLEY, the Nation's Great Support, 
4 KReturning home one day frem Court, 
| His Mind with Publick Cares poſſeſt, 
All Zurope s Bus'neſs in his Breſt. 
Obſery'd a Perſon near Whitehall, - 
Cheap'ning Old Authors on a Stall. 
The Prieſt was pretty well in Caſe, 
And ſhew'd ſome Humour in his Face, 
Look'd with an Eaſy Careleſs Mein ; 
A perfect Stranger to the Spleen : 
Ot Size that might a Pulpit fill, 
Bur more inælining to fit fill. 
My Lord, who as a Man may ſay't, 
Loves Miſchief better than his Meat; 


Was 


I a 


( 233 ;) | 

Was now Aifpoea to crack'a 0 a 
And bid Fried Lewis go in Queſt. bum 120 
This Lewis was a cunning Shäv err 
And very much in Harley s Favour, 1109 20, 
In Queſt who might this Parſon ber, 4 © 
What was his Name, of what Degree: 
If poſſible to learn his Story, 1 
And whether he were Whis or Tory? 
Lewis his Patron's Humour knows z 205 
Away upon his Errand goes 114 912d V7 
quickly did the Matter Lift, „ K 
Found out. that it was Doctor ee 1 J 
A Clergy man of ou Note 
For ſhunning thoſe of his own Cant; Art S 
Which made his Brethren of the G ] r, 
Take care in time to run him dow. 
No Libertine, nor over Nice, | 
Addicted to no, fort of Vice—- 2 
Went where he pleas d, ſaid what he thought, 
Not Rich, but ow'd no Man Groat. 9 A 
In State Opinions Alamode, : lav | 
Bur hated 7 — like: 2 Toad: | [rn bY 4 
He had given the Faction many/a Nur P | 1 
And LibelPd all the Functo round. 1100 | 
Kept Company with Men of Wit, b 1101 
Who often F Aber d what he Writ. 
His Works were Hawk't in every Street, 

But ſeldom roſe above a Sheet. TG 
Of late indeed the Pa _ Stamp, 11 
Did very much his ius is Bi rod gf 
And fince he could not ſpend his Fire, | 
Is now contented to reticſfee. 
Said Harley, 1 defire to know] iy — 
From his own Mouth if this de ſo 93 2-207 bn. 
Step to the Doctor ſtraight and fay, : 
de have him Dine with me to Da yy. 
— 


& } 


(234) 
$—— ſeem d te wonder what he m 7 
Nor cou d 8 had Fa Rau 7 þ 
So never offer d once to ſti xf. 
But coldly ſaid, Lam Servant Sir, 
Does he refuſe me, Hanley ry d. 
He does with Inſplence and Pride. © 
Some few Days after Harley ſpies, 
The Doctor faſten'd by the Kyes;, . 
At Charing-Croſs among the Rout, 
Ho pre on $ are 0 
He pull'd the String, and ſtopt the Coach, 
Beck' ning the Docter to a 3 1 ® 
. who would neither fly, nor hide, 
Came ſneaking by the, Chariot's Ide; fi 
And offer'd many 4 Lame Excuſe, , 
He never meant the leaſt Abuſe: 8. 
My Lord The Honour you deſfign'd — BP: 
Extreamly Proud —— But I bad din'd , BF 
I at furs I never ſhou'd neglect D 
No Man alive has mere Reſpect. F 
Well, I ſhall think of that no more, | 
If you'll be ſure to come at Fur. * 
CTT 
ikes both his Company and Commons, 
Diſplays his Talent, fits till Ten; 
Next Day invited, comes again: 
Soon grows Domeſtick, ſeldo 
Either at Morning, or at Meals 
Came early, and departed late: 
In ſhort the Gudgeon took the Bait: 
My Lord weu'd carry on the Jeſt, 
And down to WinxD80m takes his gueſt. r 
: much admires che Place aan 
And longs to be a Canon chere: 
In Summer round the Park to Ride; 
In Winter never to Reſige. md dae * 
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A Canon! cars - Fes 55 mean 8 
No, Doctor, Gr be a Dean. . 


4 ”" To 
” 4% 4 


wo Dozen Gahotis lb your Pal, 2 bi 85 
nd you the | 18 1 75 em all. | 27 a 

You — Bit "croſs che Ib Sa,, ; 
To live in 1 5 Powef, Tr Eaſe. Ach ; 
- . BFoor S——t ep ed, at i wake IC 111332 | 
5 With borrow wid 05 6b Part, mn 0% 


N at Kalt an Hundted Lea ae, 1 nn *** 
nd ſets füfgbkrlelb Fats plan Vino? ow 5 
pole ialligg in bl Dean & eat. * 

Death in His $: - 998? 


"yy 
* 


And Aber Vers: With ie Prits 

Stuck underneath his Cuff fide. 

Suppoſe him Ine wt All Vexations, 

— Patents, Inſti Abjurations; | 6 
Firſt Fruits, 1551 Nein and Cha e FIPR 

Dues, Payments, Fees, emands, und r __ 

The wicked L Laity 8 contrivil pep 

To hinder de Ms from thriving. " DEER 

Now all the Dovttor's Money's 0 

His Tenants wrong him in his 

The Farmers ſpitetally combine, 3 

Force him to take his Tythes in Kind: 

And * Parviſol diſcounts Arrears, 

By Bills for Taxes and Repairs. 

Poor wich all his Lofles vert, 

Not knowing where to turn him next. 

Above a Thouſagd Pounds in — 

Takes Horſe, ard in a mti ret, 

Rides Day wwe Night at ſuch a Rate, 


He. ſoon arrives at — Gate: ä 


— — — 


ent: 


* The Drs. Procter. 
| * 


„ N 


1 


8 G6 % "i 
8 But was ſo Dirty, Pale and Thin, 1 
Old * Read would hardly let him in. | 
Said Harley, welcome Reverend Dean, 
What — your. "Worſhip in Towns 
ure you won't a Vn, 
In that old Wi and Rs Gown 
I doubt your Heart is ſet %a Pap. 
So much that Fog .negle& your bs, 
What I ſu n now; Stocks are Hig h, . 
You've dom GAA Purchaſe in your bye; 65 


Or is your * Hut at N — 3 
Truce My Lo 1 ee, „ 
The Doctor TT Pafſion e 


Your Railery is miſappli'd: 

I have Experience dy n e IJ 

You know T am not worth a Bin. 

But you' r. reſolv'd to have your Jeſt, 
And*twas, a Folly to canteſt. oy 
Then finet you 1860 have done your Worſt, 
Pray leave me where you Jug me an, 
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9 251909 T Hh 0301 SOL n t ft 1 
Ws „ bana! geile 91g vod: abo 2125 
F Sia. 11 He: | SY 5 7 5857 1 3s C | 
— 4 Lruovan it wayagainſt my 
| 8 that © ou pare j 
1 ifaw pps Wh 1225 RE = 
= :; accoi qe 18 4 
—Fnion) .E:cannot , forbear pln eling my. j 


% you..upsnuthis New: Condition of 
J Are enga edin. 5g 28 N 10 215 1 112 
| F- LI could teartily wich, that he Circumffanges 
of your Fortune had. enable you to hay 
„ rtinued ſome Tears longer in che of . ver 
leaſt, *rill you were ten Years: 
have laid in competent Stock of human 
ing, and, ſome Knowledge in Divinity. Peter. 
* Jou 
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CP) 

Jou atte ar in the World. For I 
ot 825 55 went I e common  C5urfe, which 
at leaſt * in Ten 1 enter into 


ref 2 
14 n eo the 
Remark 
2 if they be ver WE UG arrive in time to 
a Curacy here in Tdwn, r elſe are ſent to be 
Aſſiſtants in the Country, where they probably 
Zontnue ſevefil Years (many ofa rb 
whole Lives) with\ Thirty ob Ferty Pounds 2 
Year for their Support, my ſome Biſhop, who 


ns not to beoverftock” er Dogg 
Mn? "Fans or 5 is cgütent to 8 ppl 
Oni 


his Digceſs withou' es" from  Englant 
_ Rows them ſome inconfiderable Benefics, when 


tis odds thev are 1 incumbred with a nu- 
rerous Family. I would be glad to knaw wbt 


_ L Ie fuel Ferſons can poſſi y 
ovetnent ef. théir:Mi 
vdald berfurnifhid (wit I 


© Rar I 
ought witch them it 
'yſelly-net (thevanoſt: numerous 
ache thoſe ofen. > 2Fſuchi Genrlomen arrive 

2 24 Schola 
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ry; it-nwſt, 1athink, be ei- 
Means 1 oribya Method 
ltoget "Gar" of ap et! known to the 


L coir Fact directly o- 
15 e, Aufl ethzt many of then loſe the great 


tr of 8275 {prall” Eretance - _— received at 
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| Wy take ir br en 
ſue the beaten 
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( 239) 
— in u —— 1 hope, you: will 
it to $ your rentige 2 

— ot etclte Chorches __ . 
this Town, whete you may at leaſt learn toe 
and to Speak, before you venture to expdle your 
Parts in S not chat theſe are 
_ Judges, but uſe, ifs Man muſt med 
ee bie Folly, it is more _(afe and diforadt 
do fo, before few Wicneſſes and in u em- 
— 9 And vo will do well ﬆ 
un Leu preyaiapon ſome intimate and judicious 
to be your lr cont Hearer, — 

him with ch&'vemoſ Freedem to give you] No- 
tier of whatever he ſhall find amiſs either in on 
Voice or Geſture; for want of which [arty 
1 | Warning, many Clerwy-men cntinue de ſetiixo, 
J and ſometimes ridicufous th the end / of clanar 
Lives; neither is it rare to obſerve ami arr. 
ellen and learned Di vines, '2 certain un 
das Manner, or an ' unhappy Tone of -Vaiae, 
eh they vever have een able to rn 


J e tor Hie 
1 * likewiſe have been glad, af: 
22 elf a Attle moe to the | 
—— uage, than I fear e 
ekt whereof js ohe hennuſt 
; = 3 Scholars of this Ming: 
4 Who ſeem to have not the leaſt 
non of a Style, but run on in a flat kint2 f 
| Phrifedlogy, often mingle with barbareus Terms 
4 ard Expreſfions, p rar to the Nation: Wei- 
u er doll perceive that any Perſon, either. finds 
ur * es his Wants upon this Head, 
i = the tealt deſires to have them iſi 
Dude r Words in proper Places make e true 
Definition ef 418 te, 66 


done; 


(249) 

teo ample 7 Di — pomneng to be now dwelt ons 
ver, I venture to name one or g 
— which W. aue, l to be reanedied with 

very mall Portion of Abilities, 
rw firſt is, the = age ent Uſer, Wy obſcure 

* which hy the Women are called 
Mon, and 8 better ſort-of, V — 1 Eine 
'Languaze. rn which [ do not know a'more 
-univerſal, inexcufable, and unneceflary Malay 
among the Clergy of all DitinRions, but elpe 
ially the 4g eee 812 Ha) ;heen 
curious n ke a_ Liſt, of ſeveral. hun- 
dred Words in; a — of a, new . 
which not one of his Hearers among à hundred 
bly. underſtand; z neither can I exfily 
allo Mind an: yClergy-man of my Acquaintance, 
ho is wholly 5 from this Error, al- 
h m 22709, with me in the 
Bae of ot —— Nping. t. Lam apt to put 
my ſelf in the Place of — Vulg gar, and think 
chan Words; diſticult or obſcuxe, which, they 
will not allow to be ſo, becauſe thoſe Words 
fare obvious to Scholars. I believe the Method 
Zohſtrved by the famous Lord E in ſome 
-of his Writings would not be an ill one for 
young Disines; 1 was, I b — old Perſon 
- off Quality, who bays, Him. l by: that when he 
daubted whether 910 ord were ale ore intel- 
Agible or no, he uſed to con ſult one of his 
Lady's ER not the. Waiting-wo 
- man,. becauſe it was poſſible ſhe. might be con- 
- vetſant with Romances ) and by her Judgment 
was guided whether to receive or to reject it. 
And if that great Perſon thought fuck a Cau- 
tion neceſſary in 'Treatiſes. offered to the learn 


0 World, it wil U be ſure at leaſt as Poop 
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in Sermons, where the meaneſt Hearer is ſup- 
poſed to be concerned, and where very often 
a Lady's Chamber-maid. may, bz allowed to e- 
qual half the Congregation, both as to Quality 
and Underft | 
2 to paſs, that Profeſſors in moſt Arts and 


(242). 


anding. But I know not bow it 
Sciences are generally the worſt qualified to 
explain their Meanings to thoſe, who are not 
1 5 Tribe: A Common Farmer ſhall make 
you underſtand in three Words, that his Foot is 
out of Foynt, or bis Collar-bone broken, wherein a 


Surgeon, after a hundred Terms of Art, if you 


are not a Scholar, | ſhall leave you to ſeek : It 
is frequently the ſame Caſe in Law, Phyſick, 
and even many of the meaner Arts. 
And upon this Account it is, that among 
bard Words, I number likewiſe thoſe, which are 
1 to Divinity, as it is a Science, becauſe 
obſerye ſeveral Clergy-men, otherwiſe little 
fond of obſcure Terms, yet in their Sermons 
very liberal of all; thoſe which, they find in 
Eecleſiaſtical Writers, as if it were our Duty 
to underſtand them; which I am ſure it is not. 
And I defie the , greateſt Divine to, produce any 
Law either of God or Man, which obliges me 
to comprehend the Meaning of Omniſcience, Om- 
nipreſence, . Ubiquity, Attribute, Beatifick Viſon, with 
2 Thouſand others ſo frequent in Pulpits, any 
more than that of Excentrick, Idioſquyncracy, Enti- 
ty, and the like. I believe, I may venture 
fol nk further, that many Terms uſed in 
Holy Writ, particularly by St. Pau, might with 
more Diſcretien be changed into, plainer Speech, 
except when they are introduced as part of 4 

otation, fi al 'R KJ 12? Jeu 2h rl 1 
ir v<} up 03 rut 45 4127 


am the more earneſt in this Matter, be- 
ſe it is a general Complaint, and the juſteſt 
the World. For a Divine has nothing to 
fy to the wiſeſt Con tion of any Pariſh 
in this Kingdom, which he may not expreſs in 
a manner to be underſtood the meaneſt a- 
mong them. And this Aﬀertion muſt be true, 
or elſe God requires from us more than we 
are able to perform. However, not to contend 
whether a Logician . 0 poſſibly put a Caſe, 
that would ſerve for an Exception, I will appeal 
to any Man of Letters, whether at leaſt nine- 
teen in twenty of thoſe perplexing Words might 
not be changed into eafie ones, ſuch as natu- 
rally firſt occur to ordinary Men, and probably 
did fo ar firſt to thoſe very Gentlemen, who are 
10 fond of the former. ah" dhe 
Wx are often reproved by Divines from the 
Palpits, on Account of our Ignorance in things 
Sacred, and perhaps with Juftice enough. How- 
ever, it is not very reaſonable for them to ex- 
pe, that Common Men ſhould underftand Ex- 
ons, Which are never made uſe of in Com- 
won Life. No Gentleman thinks it ſafe or prudent 
to {end a Servant with a Meffage without repeat- 
ing it more than once, and endeavouring to 
put it into Terms brought down to the Capz 
city of the Bearer: Yet'after all this Care, it 
is frequent for Seryants to miſtake, and fome- 
times to occafion Miſunderftandings. among 
Friends. Although the common Domeſticks, in 
- n Gentletmans Family have more Opportumries 
of improving their Minds,” than the” ordinary 
fort rere 29 
Ir. is uſual for Cem. who ate taxed 
with this learned Defect, to quote Dr. Tillotſon, 


and 
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and. other famous n in their Defenc 
ithout confidering the nes. thre. between A 
rate Diſcourſes upon important Occaſions, 
ered to Fx ip or Parliaments, written With 
2 View of bein ng ißt ide Publick, and a Plain Ser- 
won intended for the middle or lower. Size of 
Neither do they ſeem to remember ty 
- > tn Alterations, Additions, and Ex ungin 
made by. great Authors in thoſe Treatiles whi: 
| they Prepare for the Publick. Beſides, that ex- 
ent Prelate above-mentioned, was known tp 
Preach after a much more P ular Manner 1 
the City. N 3 in thoſe Darts of 
his Works, be be any where too abſcure for t 
E of many, who may be ſuppoſe 
to have og rac] is 2 it ought to be numbred 
e is Om | | 
Tux Fear of 1 — duch Pefapta bath been 
of . pernicious C ring thoug g Divines. 
This 1 hath wholly taken many Wl; chem off fro 
their ſeverer Studies i by agg Univerſity, whe | 
Pang have exch Plays, Poems, and | 
Az in order to dual e, for Tea - 1 
s and „„ Ag t uſually 1 
br Polite Converſation, Haul; 12 | 
Reading Men inſtead of Bos 1 e Accompli þ 
ments, when 2 1n the Papi appear 
A guaint, tere, florid Style, rounded into Perch 
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6 hey that their Studies have 2 f 
fr aal * Sciences, or 1 Authors, | 
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and White-Fryars, where J ſuppoſe the 'Hearers 
can be little Edifyed by the Terms of Palning 
Shuffling, Biting, Bamboozling, and the like, if they 
have not been ſome time canverſarit among Pick» 
Pockets and Sharpers. And truly, as they ſay, 
a Man is known by his Company, ſo it ſhould 
ſeem, that a Man's 9 my may be known 
by his manner of expreſſing himſelf, either in 
Publick Aflemblies, or Private Converſation. 

Ir would be endleſs to run over the ſeveral 
Defects of Style among us; T ſhall therefore ſay 
nothing of the Mean and the Paultry (which are 
uſually attended by the Fuftian ) much leſe of 


the Sovenly or Indecent. Two things I vill juſt 


warn you againſt; The firſt, is the Frequency 
of flat, unneceſſary Epithets, and the other is the 
Folly of uſing old Thread-bare Phraſes, which 
will often make you go out of your way to find 
and apply them, are nauſeous to rational Hear- 
ers, and will ſeldom ex reſs your Meaning as 
well as your 'own natural Words. 5 
Arnoven, as I have already obſerved, our 
Exgliſb Tongue is too little cultivated in this 
Kingdom, yet the Faults are nine in ten owing 


to AﬀeRation, and not to the want of Under- 


ſtanding. When a Man's Thoughts are clear, the 


1 .* Words will Tae y offer themſel ves 
fKrſt, 2 


| and his own Ju t will direct him in 
what Order to place them, ſo as they may be 


deſt underſtood. Where Men err againſt this 
Method, it is uſually on putpoſe; and to ſſien, 
their Learning; their Oratory, their Politeneſs 
or their Knowledge of the World. In ſhort; that 
Simplicity, without which ho human Perform- 
ance can arrive to any 1 

© Where more eminently uſefu 


t. Perfection, is no 
than in this. | wy 
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I have been confidering that Part of Oratory, 
which relates to the moving of the Paſſions : 
This I obſerve is in Eſteem and Practice 1 1 
ſome Church Divines, as well as among 
the Preachers and Hearers of the Fanatick or 
Enthuſiaftick Strain, I will here deliver to you 
(perhaps with more Freedom than Prudence) 
n upon the Point. | 


HE TwWo 12 Orators of Greece and Rome, 


Demo s ,and Cicero, Foough each of them a 
Leader (or as the Greeks called it a Demagogue } 
in a popular State; yet ſeem to differ in their 
Practice upon this Branch of their Art; the 
Former, who had to, deal with a People of much 
more. sb Learning, and Wit, laid the 
greateſt Weight of his Oratory, upon the Strength 
of his * uments offered to their Underſtand- 
ing and Reaſon : Whereas, Tilly confidered the 
Dilpofitions of a fiercer, more Area, and 
leſs Mercurial Nation, by dwelling almoſt entirely 


4 


on the pathetick  - ; 3 
Bur the principal Thing to be remembred, 
is, that rhe-conſtant Dęeſign of both theſe. Ora- 
tors in all their Seeed was to drive fome 
one particular Point, either the Condemnation 
or Acquittal of an accuſed Perſon, a Perſuafive 
to War, the Enforcin of T2 Law, and the like 3 
which was eee on the Spot, accord 
2s the Oratgry on either” Side prevailed And 
here it was often found of abſolute Necefliry, 
to enflame or cool the Paſſions of the Audience, 
eſpecially ;at Rome, where Tylly ſpoke, and with 
w ole Writings Tee reise (I mean thoſe 
among them who read old Authors) àre more 
converſant than with thoſe of Demeftbenet, 
who by inany Degrees excelled the other at 
R 3 leaſt 


(246) 
1 2s an Orator. Bit 1 do not ſee how 
55 alent of moving the Paſſions can be of 
any great Uſe towards direQing Chriſtian Men 


n the Conduct of their Tees ker leaſt in theſe 
Ware eg wher k am confident, the 
* eſt Elo quence 0 that Kind will leave 
aprons upon any of our Spirits deep 
_ 7 to af all the next Morning; 3 or rather 
ot 

Bor WI 4 lch chiefly put me out of Canceir 
wich this moving Mantier of Preaching, ' is the 
uent, Diſappointment it meets with. I know 
115 2 who made it a Rule in Reading, 


40 
to {ki er all Sentences Where he Tpy yd a Note 


of e a at the End. I believe 8 Preach- 


ers, W und in Epipbonema's, if they could 
dk about. them, would find one part of their 
ongrega tion out of Countetiance, and the other 
alleep; except perhaps an old Female Beggar 
r two in the les, ue (if the i be fincefe) 

; probably groan at 0 Soun 

"Rl is it a wonder, that this Expedient ſhould 
ſo often miſcarry, which requires ſo much Art 
and Genius to atrive at any Perfection in it, 28 
2 Man, will find, much ſooner rhan learn by 
ilting Cicero himſelf, 

Y therefore entreat you to make 'uſe of this 
aculty (if you are ever ſo unfortunate as to 
hink you have it) as ſeldom and with as much 

ution as 1 2 can, -elle 1. may probably have 

ay 


dccafion to of 500. 'as à great Perſon ſaid 
f another non this. ve ogy Subj ject. A Lady aſk'd 
im coming out ot Whether it were 


Hot ile ourſe 7 ? Yes, ſaid he, I cu 
e Mas i 17 ny Friend, ans 


a 5: 
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and no body ſeconds you in your awn 


(29) 

Ir in Company you offer ſomething for a Jeſt, 
Laughter, 
nor ſeems to reliſh what you ſaid, you may con- 
demn their Taſte if you pleaſe, and appeal to 
better Judgments ; but in the mean time, it muſt 
be agreed you make a very indifferent Figure; 
and it is at leaſt equally ridiculous to be ar 
poiated in endeavouring ro make other Folk 
grieve, as to make them laugh. 
A Plain Convincing Reaſon may poſſibly ope- 
rate upon the Mind both of a Learned an 

rant Hearer as long as they live, and will Edify 
a thouſand times more than the Art of wetti 
the Hankerdchiefs ot a whole Congregation, if 
you were lure to attain it. » 

If your Arguments be ſtrong, in God's Name 
offer them in as moving a manner as the Nature 
of the Subject will properly admit, wherein 
Reaſan and good Advice will be your ſafeſt 
Guides: But beware of letting the Pathetick Part 
ſwallow up the Rational; For I ſuppoſe Philofe- 
phevs have long agreed, that Paſſion ould never 
prevail over Reaſon. r 
As I take it, the two prin tal Branches of 
Preaching, are firſt to tell the People what is 
their Duty, and then ta convince them that it is 
ſo. The Topicks for both theſe, we know are 
brought from Scripture and Reaſon. Upon this fir 
ih it were oftner practiced to inſtruct th 
Hearers in the Limits, Extent, and Compaſs af 
every Duty, which requires 2 good deal at Ski 
and Jud ment; The other»Branch, is, I think, 
not. ſo difficult. But what I would. offer upon 
both, is this; that it ſeems to be in the Power 
of a caſonabl e Clergy-man, if be will be at the 
Pains, to make N ignorant Man 1 * 
1137 + s n a 


hend what is his Duty, and to convince him 


by Argument drawn to the Level of his Under- 
Manding, that he ought to rrp cy 1 
Bur I muſt remember, that my Defign in 
this Paper was not ſo much to inſtruct you in 
your Buſineſs, either as a Clergy man or a Preach- 
er, as to warn you againſt ſome Miſtakes, which 
are obvious to the generality of Mankind as 
well as to me; and we, who are Hearers, may 
be allowed to have ſome Opportunities in, the 
Quality of being Standers By. Only perhaps 
I may now again tranſpreſs, by de ring you 
to expreſs the Heads of your Divifions in as 
few and clear Words as you r can, 
otherwiſe, I and many thouſand others will 
never be able to retain them, nor conſequent- 
Iy to carry away a Syllable of the 'Ser- 
mon. ˖ OY , 3 ACI.G SO T 
I ſhall now mention a Particular, wherein your 
whole Body will be certainly againſt me, and 
the Laity almoſt to a Man on my Side. How- 
ever it came about, I cannot get over the Pre- 
judice of taking ſome little Offence at the Clergy, 

r- perpetually reading their Sermons ; perhaps 
my frequent hearing of Foreigners, who never 
make uſe of Notes, may have added to my 
Diſguſt. And I cannot but think, that whatever 
is read, differs as much trom what is repeated 


— 


. without Book, as a Coppy does from an Ori- 


zinal. At the ſame Time, I am highly ſenfible, 
phat an extream Difficulty it would be upon 


vou to alter this Method, and that in ſuch 2 
Take, * Sermons would be much leſs valuable 
than they are, for want of Time to . 
And correct them. I would therefore gladly 
come to 4 Compremiſe with you in this Mat- 
9 l | ter, 
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ter. I knew a' Clergy-man of ſome Diſtinction, 
who appeared to deliver his Sermon without 
looking into his Notes; which when I compliment- 
ed him upon, he äſſured me, he could not repeat 
fix Lines; but his Method was to write 
the whole Sermon in a large plain Hand, 
with all the Forms of Ge ragraph, mark- 
ed Page, and the like; then on Sunday Morn- 
ing, took care to run it over five or ſix Times, 
which he could do in an Hour; and when he 
deliver'd it, by ptetending to turn his Face from 
one. Side to the other, he would (in his own 
Xpreſſion) pick up the Lines, and cheat his 


People, by making them believe, he had it all 


by Heart. He farther added, that whenever 
he happened by Neglect to omit any of theſe 
Circumſtances, the Vogue of the Pariſh was, Our 
Doctor gave us but an indifferent Sermon to Day. 
Now among us, many Clergy-men act too di- 
rectly contrary. to this Method, that from 2 
Habit of ſaving "The" and Paper, which they 
acquired at the Univerſity, they write in ſo dimi- 
nutiye a Manner, with fuch frequent Blots and In- 
terliniations, that they are hardly able to go on 
without perpetual Hefitations, or extemporary Exn 
letives : And I deſire to know what: can be more 
inexcuſable, than ts ſee a Divine, and a Scholar at 
aloſf in reading his own Compoſitions, which 
is fuppoſed, he his been preparing with mucl 


Pais and Tbongbt for the Inſtruction of his 


People. The Want of 2 little more Care in 
this Article, is che. Cauſe of much ungraceful 
Behaviour. Loa will obſerve ſome eg e 
with their Heads held down frum the Begin: 
ning to the End, within an Inch of the Cuſhion, 


o fead what is hardly legible; which beg 
Racer | as 


twice for a few: Days before you preach; it: 
hence, That wat but juſt Fin ſped cube n the laſt Bell 


10 their ſeveral Degrees of Dullneſs: rding- 


( 259) 
the uatoward Marmer, hinders them from mak- 
mg the beſt e of their Voice: Others 
again have 2 Trick of popping up and 
down every Moment from their Paper to the 
Audience, like an idle School · boy on Repetition- 


-2 —— me entreat you therefore to add one 
halt Crown a Lear to the Article of Paper; to 
tranſcribe your Sermons in as large and plain 
2 Manner as you can, and either make no In- 
terliniations, or change the whole Leaf; for 
We, your Hearers, would rather you ſhould be 
leſi correct, than perpetually ſtammering, which 
I take to be one of the worſt Soleciſms in Rbe 
thorick: And laſtly read your Sermon ance ar 
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To which you will probably anſwer ſome Years 


rang #6 Church, and I readily believe, but 
not excuſe — Wt i 0 V dag, x 
I cannot forbear warning you in the moſt ear- 
neſt manner, againit endeavouring at Wit in your 
Sermons, becauſe by the ſtricteſt Computation, 
t is very near 2 Million to One, that you have 
none; and becauſe too many of your Calling 
have conſequently made themſelves everlaſtingly 
fidiculous by attempting it. I remember ſeveral 
young Mew in this Town, who could never 
ve the Pulpit under half a dozen Conceiti; 
and this Facuſty adhered to thoſe Gentlemen 
longer or a ſhorter time, exactly in proportion 


y. I am told, chat ſome of them retain it ta this 
Day. I heartily wiſh the Brood were at an End. 
: "Before you enter into the common unſuffera- 
ble Cant of taking all Occaſions to diſparage the 


eathen 
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Ruben Philoſophers, I hope, you will differ 
from ſome of your Brethren, by firſt enquiring 
what thoſe Philoſophers can ſay for themſelves, 
The Syſtem of Morality to be gathered _ of 
the Writings or eg, of thoſe Aneient 8 
fall undoubtedly very fhort of that delivers 
the Goſpel, and wants befides, the divine GA 
on which our — we to His. Whatever 
is farther related b Evangeliſts, . 
chiefly,” Matrers of and'conſe _— 
Faith, ſuch as the Birch of Chriſt, e 
the Meſſtds; his Miracles, his Death, Reſurrot 
bn and Aſeenſion. None of which can roperly 
— under the „er of human * 
g intended to make us Wiſe unto Sal. 
— 5 And therefore in this Point, nothing 
ein juſtly be laid to the Charge of the Philoſo- 
phers further than that they were ignorant 
certain Facts, which happened long after” their 
Death. But Lam deceived, if u better Comment 
could _ my where collected upon the Moral 
Part of the Goß I, than from the Writings of 
thoſe excellent 1 5 Even that Divine Precept 
of Toving or Enemies, is at large inſiſted on b 
Plato, who puts it, as I remember, into the Mouth 
of Soerateſ. And as to the Reproach of Heathen 
| doubt they had leſs' of it than the corrupt 
Fews, in whoſe time they lived. For it is à groſk 
1 4 of Ignorance — us to conceive, that 
thoſe Points and Learned Ages, even Perſons 
of any tolerable Education, much leſs the wiſe 
Philo ets did 217 75 or * 
more than one e —.— under N 
— — edn to Wh they allowed all thoſs 
Attributes We afcribe to he. ivinity : And as I 
Comprehenſion reavheth'no — 
er; 


take it, human 


6252) 

ther: Neither did our Saviour think r 
— in to us the Nature of God, becauſe 
ſuppole it would be impoſſible, without beſtow- 
ing us other Faculties than we poſſeſs at preſent. 
But rhe true Miſery of the Heathen World, ap- 
pears. to be what I before mentioned, the Want 
of-a Divine: Sanction, without which, the Dic- 
tates of the Philoſo hers failed in- the Point of 
Authority, and conſequently the Bulk of Man- 
kind lay indeed under 3 great Load of Ignorance, 
Sven in the Article of Morality, but the Philo- 
Jophers themſelves did not. Take the Matter 
in this Light, and it will afford Field enough 
for a Diyine to enlarge upon, by ſhewing the Ad. 
vantages, which the Chrifiian World has over the 
Heathen, and the abſolute Neceſſity of Divine Re. 
yelations, to make the Knowledge of the. True 
God, and the Practiee of Virtue more uni verſal 
in the Wor lc | r 


pinion. from ſome Ancient Fathers in the Church, 
me arguing * the; Heatbenn made it 2 
Principal 'Topick to deery their Philoſophy as 
much as they could: Which, I hope, is not al 

er our preſent, Caſe. Beſides it is to be 
confidered, that thoſe Fathers lived in the De 


- Eline,af,Literature.;; and. in my Judgment (who 


ſhould de unwilling, to give the leaſt, Offence ) 
appear to he rather moſt, Excellent, Holy Perſons, 
than ot tranſcendent Genius or Learning. heir 
genuine, Writings, (for many of them have 
extreamiy ſuffered iby. {ſpurious Additions) are 
of adinirable Uſe, far confirming the | how of 


Ancient Doctrines and Diſcipline, by TNOWINS 
the; State and Practice; of the Primitive Church. 
But among Auch o 28 have fallen in my 


220: | | ay; 


lam not ignorant, how much I differ in this | 


che principal Orators and Hiſtorians, and — 


refined, your Judgment 


much of the Verſe.as 


( 253) 
Way, I do not remember. any, whoſe Manner 
of arguing, or exhorting, I. could — 
recommend to the Imitation ot a Young: D 


une, when he is to ſpeak from the Pulpit. 
«Perhaps I judge too haſtily ; there being ſeveral 


of them in whoſe Writings, I have made: ver 

little Progreſs, and in others none at all, For 

peruſed only ſuch as were recommended to me, 
at a Time when I had more Leiſure and a, bet» 
ter Diſpoſition to read, than have ſince fallen 
to my haare, l e * 10 

To return then to the Heatben Philoſophers, 
T hope you will not only give them Quarter, 
but make their Works 2 conſiderable Part of 
your Study: To theſe I will venture to add 


a few of the Poets: By the 9 which, 
you will ſoon diſcover your Mind and Thoughts 
to be enlarged, your re 
irected, your Admira- 
tion lefſened, and your Fortitude encreaſed,; All 
which Advantages muſt needs be of excellent 
Uſe to a Divine, whoſe Duty it is to preach and 
practice the Contempt of human Things. 
I would ſay ſomething concerning Quotations, 
wherein I think you cannot be too ſparing, ex- 


cept from Scripture, and the Primitive Writers 


of the Church. As to the former, when you 
offer a Text as à Proof, or: an Illuſtration, We, 
your Hearers, — to be fairly uſed, and ſpme- 
times think we have reaſon to * e 

cially of you younger Divines, which makes us 
fear that ſome of you conceivey you have no mare 


toi do than turn over a Concordance, and there 


having found the Pri — * Word, 2 hos 
will {erve your Turn, tho” 
"ou "wy in 


— 
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together di ove th _ AA... 
Texts of Scriptare the Style of Fee 
mon, wherein, however, I have yn noe ob 
ſerved great Inſtances of Indiſeretion and Imp 
priety, againſt which [ therefore venture to give 
2 a Caution. n 
As to Quotations from Ancient F athers, I think, 
they are beſt brought in to canfirm ſome Opini: 
on comroverted by thoſe, who differ from us: In 
other Cafes we give you — Power to adapt the 
S8entence for your own, rather than tell us, 4s St 
Auſtin e obſernes. But to mention modern 
Writers ame, or uſe the Phraſe of a Lat 
excellent Prelate of aur 'Clucrch, and the like, is al 
-together intolerable ; and for what reaſon I knov 
not, makes every rational mos: aſhamed. Ot 
no better a Stamp is your Heathen Philoſopher and 
— and Ronan , atlealt in com 
-mon Congregations, who wall rather believe you 
x Word, than on that of Plato gt 
L have lived to ſer Greek and Latin almoſt er 
tirely driven out of the it, for which I an 
— The frequent uſe of the latte 
r ＋◻ .. 
Admitt Ipłure in 3 
I. wonder, —. Practice was never zccordingh 
ob ected to us by the Kanatcks. 
AH Mention of Quotations — . 
2 which 


' I 


„ „ -< „ e _@ et HR es =» Xt 


» Ca 


-uſe by induſtrious | young Divines, — I e 
40 Fe continue! — know, they are very 
Kcial to La TFhyfictans, | nth the) 


are Collections of Pact ax Caſes, Tre 
Seat part .. * 
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noi theſe I have ſeen ſeveral, but never yet any 
Vingh written by a Clergy-man ; only from what I am 
Ser informed, they generally are Extracts of Theo- 
obi Jogical and Moral Sentences drawn from Eccle- 
Pref fiaftical and other Authors, reduced under 
give per Heads, uſually begun, and perhaps finiſhed 
. . | while the Collectors were young in the Church, 
nk 25 being intended for Materials or Nurſeries to 
P'2'Y flock future Sermons, You will obſerve the 
wiſe Editors of Ancient Authors, when the 
meet a Sentence worthy of being diſtinguiſhed. 
Juke ſpecial care to have the firſt Word Print 
in Capital Letters, that you may not over-look 
it. Such for Example, as the Inconſtancy of For- 
s a tune, the Goodneſs of Peace, the Excellency of Miſdum, 
non the Cert ainty of Death, that Profperity makes Men in- 
ON folent, and Adverſity bumble ; and the like eternal 
and Truths, which every Plow-man knew long enough 
om before Ariftotle or Plato were born. If Theologi- 
vag cal Common-Place-Books be no better filled, I 
0 UE think they had better be laid afide, and I could. 
wiſh, that Men of tolerable Intellectuals would 
truſt their own natural Reaſon, improved by a ge- 
neral Converſation with Books, to enlarge on 
Points, which they are ſuppoſed already to under- 
ſtand. If a rational Man reads an excellent Author 
with juſt Application, he ſhall find himſelf ex- 
treamly improved, and perhaps inſenſibly led to 
imitate that Authors's Perfections, althe' in a lit- 
tle Time he ſhould not remember one Word in 
the Book, nor even the Subject it handled; For 
Books give the fame Turn to our 5 
way of Reaſoning, that 4 or ill Company 
does to our Behaviour and Converſation 4 with- 
out either „ bras or ma ki 
us even ſenſible of the Change. And partien 


tials which he has been at the Pains to gather; 
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I bave obſer ved in preaching, that no Man 
ſucceeds better than thoſe, who truſt entirely 
to the Stock or Fund of their own Reaſon, 
advanced indeed, but not overlaid with Com- 
merce with Books: Whoever only reads in 
order to tranſcribe. wiſe and ſhining Remarks, 
without entring into the Genius and Spirit 
of the Author, as it is probable he will make 
no very judicious Extract, ſo he will be apt 
to truſt to that Collection in all his Compo 
fitions, and be mifled out of the regular way 
of Thinking, in order to introduce thoſe Mate- 


And the Product of all this will be found 3 
manifeſt incoherent piece of Patch-worx. 
Son Gentlemen abounding in their Univer: 
fity Erudition, are apt to fill their Sermons with 
Philoſophical Terms and Notions of the Me 
taphyſical or Abſtracted Kind, which generall 
have one Advantage, to be equally underſt 
by the Wile, the Vulgar, and the Preacher him 
ſelf. I have been better entertained, and more 
informed by + Chapter in the Pilgrims Progreſ 
than by a long Diſcourſe upon the Will and the 
— and ſimple and complext Idea z. Others 
Again are fond of dilating on Matter and Motion, 
talk of the Fortuitous' Concourſe of Aitoms, of Theor 
yies, and Phenemina ; directly againſt the Advice 
of St. Paul, who yet appears to have been 
converſant enough in thoſe kind of Studies. 
I udo not find, that you are any where directed 
in the Canons or Articles, to attempt * 
the Myſteries: of the Chriftian. Religion. An 
indeed -fince Providence intended there ſhould 
be Myſteries, I do not ſee how it can be agrees: 
ls to Pietyy Orthodoxy, or good Senſe, to go 24 


** 


ſach a Work. For to me there ſeems to be a manifeſt Di. 
lemma in the Caſe: If you explain them, they are Myſte- 
gies no longer; if you fail, you have laboured tb no pur- 
poſe. What I ſhould think meſt reaſonable and ſafe for 
ou to do upon this Occaſion; upon Solemn Days, to 
Jeliver the Doctrine as the Church holds it, and confirm 
it by Scripture, For my part, having conſidered the Mat- 
er impartially, I can ſce no great Reaſon why thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, you call the Free-Thinkers, can have for their Cla- 
mour againſt Religious Myſteries; fince it is plain, they 
were not invented by the Clergy, to whom they bring no 
Profit nor acquire any Honour, For every Clergy-man is 
ready either to tell us the utmoſt he knows, er to confeſs 
that he does not underſtand them; Neither is it ſtrange, 
hat there ſhould be Myſteries in Divinity, as well as in the 
ommoneſt Operations of Nature. 

And here I am at a Loſs what to ſay upon the frequent 
Cuſtom of Preaching agaiaſt 4theiſm, Deiſm, Free-Thinking, 
and the like,as young Divines are particularly fond of doing, 
{pecially when they exerciſe their Talent in Churches fre- 
quented by People of Quality, which as it is but an ill Com- 
pliment to the Audience; ſo l am under ſ me Doubt whee 

her it anſwers the End. 

Becauſe Perſons under thoſe [mputatians are generally no 
preatFrequenters of Churches, and ſo theCongregation is but 
Iictle edifyed for the ſake of three or four Fools who are paſt 
Grace, Neither do [ think it any part of Prudence to perplex 
the Minds of well diſpoſed People with Doubts which proba- 
bly would never have otherwiſe come into their Heads. But 1 
am of Opinion, and dare be poſitive in it, that not one in en 
hundred of thoſe who pretend to be Free-Thinkers, ate real- 
ly ſo in their Hearts, For there is one Obſervation, which I 
never knew to fail, and I deſire you to examine it in the 
Courſe of your Life, that no Gentleman of a liberal Educa- 
tion, and regular in bis Morals, did ever profeſs himſelf a 
Free-Thinker : Where then are theſe kind of People to be 
found? Among the worſt part of the Soldiery made up of 
Pages, younger Brothers of obſcure Families, and others of 
Ceſperate Fortunes; or elſe among idle Town Fops and now 
and chen a drunken Squire of the Country, Therefore no- 


: thing 


* * 7 
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thing can be plainer, than that Ignorance aud Vice are two 
Ingredients abfolutely neceſſary in the Compoſition of 
thoſe you generally call Free-Tbinkers, who in propriety of 
Speech are no Thinkers a8 all, And fince | am in the Way of 
ir, pray conſider one Thing farther: As young as you are, 
you cannot but have already obſerved, what a violent Run 
there is among 00 many weak People againſt Univerſity 
Education, Be firmly aſſured, that the whole Cry is made 
up by thoſe, who were either never ſent to a College; or 
thro* their Ieregularities and Stupidity never made the leaft 
Improvement while they were there. I have at leaſt forty 
of the latter fort now in my Eye; ſeveral ot them in this 
Town whole Learning, Manners, Temperance, Prebiry, Good 
Nature, and Polit ich are all of a Piece, Others of them ia 
the Country, Opprelling their I cnaats, Tyrannizing over the 
Neighbourhood, Cheating the Vicar, Talking Nonſenſe, and 
getting Drunk at che Seſſions, It is from ſuch Seminaries as 
theſe, that the World is provided with the ſeveral Tribes 
and Dencminations cf Free-7hinkers, who in my Judgment, 
are not to be reformed by Arguments, offeted to prove the 
Truth of the Cbriſtian Religion; becauſe Reaſoning will ne- 
ver Make a Man correct an ill Opinion, which by Reaſon he 
Never acquired: For in the Courſe of Things, Men always 
grow vicious beforethey become Unbeltevers;but if you could 
ence convince the Tc wa or Country profligate, by Topicks 
drawn from the View of their owa Quiet, Reputation, Health 
and Advantage, their Infidelity would toon drop off: This! 
confeſs is no eaſy Task, becauſe it is almoſt in a litte al Senſe 
to fight with Beaſts, Now, to make it clear, that we are to 
look for no other Original of this Infdehty whereof Divines 
ſo much complain: It isallowed on all hands, that the Peo- 
pic of England are more corrupt in their Morals than any o- 
ther Nation at this Day under the Sun: And this Corrup- 
tion is manifeſtly owing to other Cauſes, both Numerous a ud 
Obvious, much more than to the Publication of Itreligious 
Bock, which indeedare but the Conſequence of the former. 
For all the Writers againit Chriſtianity ſince the Revoluti- 
have been of the loweſtRank among Men in regard to 
eretwe, Wis, and good Senſe, and upon that Account 
wholly unqualiſi d to FE Hereſ6cs, unleſs among Peo- 
ple already abaadone Is 
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In an Age where every thing diſliked by thoſe, 


who think with the Ma jority, is called Diſaffe#i; 
on, it may perhaps he ill interpreted, when I ven- 
ture to tell you, that this Univerſal Depravation 
of Manners isowing to the perpatus! Bandying of 
Factions among us for thirty Yeats, /paſt ; when, 
without weighing the Motives of Fuſtice, Law, 
Conftience or Honour, every Man adjuſts his Princi- 
pes to thoſe of the Party he hath choſen, and among 
whom he may beſt find his own Account: But 
by reaſon of our frequent Viciſſitudes, Men, who 
were, impatient to be out of Play, have been 
forced to recant, or at leaſt to reconcile: their 
former Tenets with every new Syſtem of Ad- 
miniſtration. Add to this, that the old Fun- 
damental Cuſtom of Annual Parliaments, being 
wholly laid afide, and Elections growing charge- 
able, ns Gentlemen found that their Country 
Seats brought them in leſs than a Seat in 
the Houſe, the Voters, that it to jay, the Bulk 
of the Common, People, have been univerſally 
ſeduced into Bribery, Perjury, Draunkenneſs, Malice, 
and Slander. |. 5 ft, a0 
Nor to be further Tedious, or rather Invidious, 
theſe are a few among other Cauſes, which have 
contributed to the Ruin of our Morals, and conſe- 
quently, to the Contomge of Religion: For, im- 
magine to your elf it you pleaſe, a landed 
Youth, whom his Mother would never ſuffer 
to look into a Book for fear of ſpoiling his 
Eyes, got into Parliament, and obſerving all 
Enemies to the Clergy, heard with the ut- 
moſt A ; what Notions he muſt imbibe, 
how readily he will joyn in the Cry, what an 
I Eſteem he will conceive of himſelf, and what 
2 Contempt he muſt entertain, not only for 
kis Vicar at Home, but oe the whole Order, 
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gain conclude, that che Trade 
_ taken up only tor an 


. — ee ＋ n Couritenance that uni ver- 
ſal Corru Aa Which many other 
Cauſes fir — — to introduce and to 


cultivate. And * Mr. Hobbs Sayi ing upon 
Reaſon, may be much more pro applyed 
o Religion, That if Religion will be againſt a 
| Man; 4 Man will be as A Religion, Though 
after * have heard ho gate ofer Dad 

onger a 8 ts, 
_ od he was ene odd 28a Ob 

indeed the Reaſon was, becauſe in that 
e he happened to be clofer Preſt by 
the Bailyf than che Parſon. 

IsNoRHANcE may y perhaps be the Mother of 
r 4 but E th not proved it to 

of : Devotion : er Chriftianity always made 
the moſt eaſfie-and quickeſt Progreſs in civilized 
Countries. I mention ien becauſe it is affirmed, 
—— _ Ch 1 are in moſt Credit, where ly- 
| (and ſurely this Kingdom 

would | 'bo ? called = Paradiſe of Clergy-men, if 
that Opinion were true) for which they in- 
ance England im che Times of Popery, But who- 
ever knows any y thing of ehe three or four Cen- 
turies before” the Reformation, will find the 
little Lea then ſtirting was more 25. di- 
vided between the EnghſÞ Clergy a 
than it is at preſent. There were ſeveral 
mouse Lawyers in that Period, ' whoſe Writings 
ure ſtill in the higheſt. Repute, and ſome Hſto- 
le who wee not of the ' Church. 
Whereas now-a-days our Education is fo corrup- 
ted, that you! will hardly find à young Perſon 
| of Quality wich the laaſt incture of Knowledge 


* 
4 


WS 95% = SOLE rRGI3CY9 BT AGTOS» 


FeS 


* nis er ED 
at tho eons. * — im Clergy were never 
ore. learned, or ſo ſeurvily treated, Here amo 
ls, at leaſt a Man of Letters out of the ow 
Profeſſions, is almoſt 2 Prodigy. And theſe 
few, who have preſerved any Rudiments of 


Learning, are ( except perhaps one or two 
Smatterers ) the Clergy'e Friends to a Man: 


And I dare appeal to any Clergy-man in this 
— 0 er the n re in 25 


Pariſh, is not alpays the moſt Frs, Withed, 


Fraudlalent, and. Intiactable of his Flock. 


I think the Clergy have almoſt given over 
perplexing themſelves and their Hearers with 
abſtruſe Points of Predeſtination, Election, and 
the like; at is is time they ſhould z and 


* 


th N ſhalt nt trouble you further upon 


I have now faid all I could think convenient 
with relation to your Conduct in the Pulpit: 


Your Behaviour in Life is another Scene, u 


which I ſhall readily offer you my Thoughts, 
if you appear to deſire them from me by your 
Approbation of what I have here Written; if 


not, I have already troubled you too much. 


I am, Sir, . 
Your Affectionate 
Friend and Servant. 


" U 
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Pygmes and Cranes. 


—c 


1 
x * ; 5 
DDISON. 
— 111 — _ — — 
& 8 
: 7 : F J 


HE Feather'd — ne the Piginy-State, 
Record, Oh Muſe ! their Battel and their 


o 


1 Written by Mr. 


Fate, 
Sing their great Wars, and as their 
Troops engage, b 
Guide the low Heroes, and direct their Rage. 
Here Swords all flaming for the Fight diſplay ; 
There Beaks as vengeful, and as keen as they: 
 Dreadfully mingling in one lofty Strain, 
The Pygemies Courage, and the Foes Diſdain. 
While Birds and Men in dire dread n 
The Earth's Command, and Empire of the 8 


| 


ue f 


1 


AtazApr fair in Verſe each Warrior's Name, 
The Mule has grately ſung, and paid with Fame. 
His hardy Toil with Tranſport each admires, 
The Poet riſing, as the Chief Inſpires. 

To diſtant Time ;the Muſe bas handed down 


The! Grecian Valour, and her Youths Renown. 


How fterply brave in Fight great Txzszvs glows; 
How: ſwift AcaiLLes drives upon his Foes, 
Ent as' Fame with Wonder we peruſe, 

And William's wreaths are green in ev'ry Muſe. 
Whilſt Weban Chiefs, and Pomrtv's mournful 


s Name, # TI; VF; | 
Weary each Eye, and tire us with their Fame. 
My bolder Mule, unſung in antient Lays, 
New Battels ranges, and new Camps 22 . 
In Verſe the Trumpet's Silver Sound de cribes, 
And fatal to the Cranes, the Pygmy Tribes. 

Dark thro' the Air, while hov'ring Nations flow, 
And from the Clouds deſcends the -Feather'd Foe, 
Wu happy India boaſts a warmer Ray, 

And, ſmiling, bluſhes at the Birth of Day: 
Embrac'd by Rocks, a flowry Vale is ſeen, 
By few frequented, and for ever green. 
Here high in Fame (till Heaven that Fame 
The ſpreading Pygmy Nations wide Command; 
By various Arts à frugal Life ſuſtain,  —- 
uy lab'ring Millions throng each crowded 

ain. Bene 7 — 77 
But now their Deſart Realms, as we deſery, 
Untill'd their Vales, their Bowers 1 lye. 
While Bones of mighty Dwarts, and 


Rye, and whiten all the Plain. 

eſe Realms are now by Vi&or-Cranes poſſeſt; 
There be in each airy Neſt. 
215171 v9 3 | 2 | 
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arriors 
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ves, We BATTEL of the 
Not re oh they moan' d wbelr Countys Pate of 


When Su 58 States their Monarchs Arm con: 
troul 

The Soldier then, when: e'er the Foe 205 __ 
Grai — his Sword; and, dreadful,” ſhedk 
9 S8 

Till. gaſ e and breathleſs on the Ground, 
Deep in his Breaſt he drives the dead! Woudd, 
His Shoulders ſcarce the ee Spoil co 


ey 

Alive his 3 nd; when Sond, his prey, 
Oft in the Grove her curious Manſions hung,” 
His Rage o'erthrows, and flays the Crying Young. 
The Mother-Biyd, from far, beholds with Pain 
Her Kingdoms rifled, and her Infants ſlain; 
Whoſe little Lives their Parents Guilt atone 
For Crimes alas! expiring not their own.” 

His Breaſt no Pity to their Cries will give 


Doom'd by his Sword to dye, before t hey 1 | 


Er yet a Form th' ' Injerfet# | Young! en 55 4 
And th the Egg the future Foe deftro Bes 
— this dire Spring immortal 
53 ro 2 
Which w rought the Sons of Farbb unnunber' 
Foes: 
By waffing Troops diſturb the Farth and 


And Birds, . Men, * ting ether, "he 
Less Tumults from leſs noble Prung 

The ' Greciav Bard of old ſublimely Gangs” 

While Thund'ring Arms, #nd meeting, 3 Hoſts 


Mix i one'Noif and all the Lake * cop found. 


"es . 2 


ern 


And hardly trail their fluggiſh eight along 


Wide diſtant Nations to the airy 
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Here ſcatter'd o'er the bloody Plains ns are aid 
There Mee, We l Spears deſtroy d: 


There (PID , diftain'd with 850 rous 
In Jeep koarſs Plaints their et Limbs de 
or 83 "1 


Unactive now, for I their ſpringi ing Bound, 


the A i 
N A great Morn ber Light began dif 
Cloſe ; 
That Morn, which fatal to the 5 ies role, þ | 
—_ tn 65 ſhall. Mad the Ree of Hart 1 


And wiſh the 1775 Wh, the fee anl. 
For this the vengeful Sires in W 2 f 
Burn with ens nd call forth a Hel ' 
Sad with, Regret, t 155 ſummon. fr * afar 5 


What Troops remote Strjmonian a Wang breed, 
And oer Caifters flowry Meadows fe 

What hardy Bands the Sejtbian Lakes 5 55 
Or -pour'd rom Tfter's (Ban s obſcure. th 

Conſe" rate with Slaughter all, N 
Their Bo 902 well and, abſent, ſeem to wou 
Each whet their Talons, and their Beak 'S L prepare | 
To gore the Battel, and confuſe the V 0 | 
For ſpeedy Fli 555 the ſounding Pinions "reſt, © 7 

Such Thirſt of Vengeance heaves each Warrior's, 


Breall. 


N Spring arriv'd, the gath ting Troops or- 


Cut tlie mid Air, and fail. along che Sky. 

Beneath their Wings, as they ſublimely >| 
Wide Empires firetch, and wider Oceans rags OT 
Thro' the black North, as they their Legions guide, 
The Day grows darker, 20 the Clou ar, 
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Fan'd with the Blaſt, and trembling as they fly, 
A loud deep Murmur runs alang the 13. 

Non leſs on Earth the Pygmy ows, 
Whoſe * for Fight the arti! wn diſ- 


Dieke ch the War — and as he Foe draws near, 
Fach gripe pes his Sword, and, eager, ſhakes his 
r 
While cloſely wedg'd, and dreadſul to the Foe, 
TRA double 19 bides 7 * below. 

ND now t NARCH-of the Pyzmy Thr 
Advancing, ſtalks with ample Strides Along n 
Slowly he moves, eftically tall ; 

Tow' — o'er his Subjechs, and o 'erlooks's em a. 
A Giant-Pyemy, whoſe high Spirits ſwell, 
Elated with the Size of baff an El. : 
Stern was his age — for his Face all oer 
Of Savage Clans the dire Impreſſions bore ; 
I” -with ghaſtly Wounds his manly 
rea 
Still own'd 'the Foe, and ſtill the Nails confel, 
Hence Wrath, immortal Wrath, his Boſom fir'd 
To quell the Nations, and his Fall conſpir d; 
Who join d i in Arms his Fury to reſtrain, 
Whet keen their Claws, and plunge their Beaks 
in vain. 
Oft, as his Sword its Edge in Battel ſhows, 
To op 2 Pinion, and retard his Foes, 


What heaps of Dead, what Mountains of the 


ſlain, - 
What Slau ghter reddens all the flipp'ry Plain? 
While fi bin o'er Strymenian Lakes alone, 
dad Wi 9 in 40. and ſad Orphans moan, 
Now broken Murmurs, ſounding from . afar, 
Preſage th' Approaches of the flying War. 
Black with the Foe, the Clouds they- now deſcry 
Cleaving the Air, and marching thro the dy: 


4 


» 
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wing d Troops diſclofing, as they wide unfold ' 
And what they heard aloft, Wy now behold. 
I ſolemn Stats above, and ſtrict Array, 
A dreadful Scene the hov'ring Troops diſplay. 
Their f. preading War extends along the 8 ies, 
And the finn d Air before their Pinions flies. 
All. Heaven is crowded, and the dark'ning Foe, 
Hung in the Clouds, obſcures the Camp below ;/ 
With gloomy Horor ſhades the nether "Plain, 
And Millions, ne'er to view their Native Groves 
6” ARS... g 9 
Taz P Troo n in Am 4 „ 
with ea jr Look: the hanging = LY * 
to the Clouds their ven es they turn, 
8 the Fight, and for ng Combat dink. 
When lo! hs” Cranes, de ſcending from on high, 
Ruſh thro' the Air, and dart along the Sky. 
I 179 Ranks they drive their plunging | 
Ban ; 
And give The Battel, which-the: Pod demands 
Both 8 engage — dire deaf ning nn, 
riſe, 
And Clouds of Feber floating E the Skies. 0 
The fainting Birds, their Vigour to repair, © 
Now leave the Field, and {kim aloft in Air: 
_ Strength renew'd, they ſhoot along dn 
Te 
Mix in the Fight, and urge the War again. | 
Each fide an equal Part of Glory ſhares, 
And Conqueſt yet for neither Hoſt declares. '.. 
Here a brave Warrior wounded as he flies, 
In circling Eddies whirls around the Skies: 
Still as the Foe his fruitleſs Vengeance tires, 
Colle&s his Talons, and in 122 L 2 
There gently ſtreaming from roes Veins, 
A Pygmy s Gore the purple Field ine; 


- 
— » 
” 


Deep 


246 De BATTEL of he 
Rove Man Marmor kom his heaving Heart reſound ; 

he falls, and beats the adn © Ground. 

wy bile Shades of Death o erſpread his Wu 

Eyes, | 

Quiſes the Foes avenging Claws, and dies. 

— e the That y. Fields of Death, all 


; cn wich Noiſe, and warm m with imoaking 


From every Eye a ſoft Compaſſion draw; 

NT. a Sword, there pra 3 a crembling 
wy: 2 

While eapious Slaughter luts the i Plain 

With Win ings of Birds, — Leib 3 ba tals 


lain. 
— his Paulcion wav in hi =. 
_ — drops while —＋ round 


im 
Amidſt ren Tboutand Deaths dau he ſp rings, 
 Mocks:theif. (TR Beaks, and perſecuting Win 8. 
To tap his waſting. Mord, thb ayen ging | oe 
— circling Troo $ opt wok e Warrior flo or to ad, 
atk; o'er his He ongt ead, 
And all the Sond a es ou and! big Head, pr 
When lo] a Crane, fwift {h ooting eee | 
(Such: was the Will and dire Dos Home (972) 
Caught in his woun ng 1 Talons, as he 


ies, 
Faſt E the” Foe, and bares him thro' the 


A Cloud Lof Birds the Calne Bia ſurround, _ 
Clap their Jie nd Wings, and waſr him from the 


While bow alot and leſs ning, as. * ſoars, . 
Each Pygmy views his Lord, and each deplores. 
Butighin van, their Monarch'sArm o 2 
TR Meath rengullcd. firſt, and then de- 
ur d 
But 


e au As 


Bur 5 the War once more revives oh bl, 
Sounds thro? the Air, and ranges o'er the SK, 
INI WOT around Wr Nr 

rove 7 
The Se lade, and gore him — above. 
2 kim N the Tprawiing Chief with 
ain 4 0 
Shrinks from the Wound, and'-waves his Arm 
u in vai. i 


Such was liv War, when Mountains roſe 


oon high, k "017 79 2111 
Shook Jovz's high Throne, and labour 4 up 
the Sky; god: a es 
While TY and Earth a doubtful Fight pre. 
u. et Din „0 ar 3 = 

And Rocks and Thundors: mingle in the: Air L 
Till rhe wing\dnBolt, all A 3 aboue, 
Launch'd from the dreadful rec | Right H Hard of 


1 ga 


ovx, 
9 th War. His fallivg Rivals Rai A 
Gaſp o'er the Fields — and ſmoaking hide 
the Plain. 
And now their Vigour r Pets their Martial Fire 
Glawing in vain raaps retire. . 
Pale with Deſpair — lea ve RT the Fatal Field, 
For Pity raiſe their ſhrill low Voice, and yield. 
But fierce behind the Cranes perſue their way; 
Dart from above, and tare the flying Prey. 
Thro' Fields of Death the mangled Warriors 
chace, 
And in one Battel end the taithleſs Race. 
Tux Pyemy-Nation, thus ſo long renown'd, 
1 Lawrels, and with Trophies 
crown 
5 ns her Fame for Heaven and partial Fate 
_ s great Empires fix one certain Date; 
Aſſign 


"> K 1 V T7 


Vu. BATTEL of the, &c. 
e Period to each Nation's Fame. 
Mie, and thus expir'd th' Mrian Name; 
Thus ſunk ow their Glory, and their — 
Thy Pride, O Perſa, and thy Grandeur, Rome 

, Wane: mix'd with Shades of 'mighty Heroes 


1 6 
ty | Troops 0 'erſpread th* Elan Plain: 
And if t rtant Sto Hat 

nr abort — ame, uk o ight the. Fai a 

7 Uabody'd. Forms, by won She ſeen, 
12 * thro' the G _ 2 2 rn o'er the 
5 With ' Schemes of War no more their Boſoms 
| --:c; glow 


Forget their ad 5 the Feather'd Foe. 
But ſporti ve now in--wanton Dances round, 
With. carr narrow Tracks they mark the flow” ry 


- 


yy Turf the verdant Ring fupplics, 
1 the A rate * Ben dies. 
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Puppet-Show. ? 
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Written by Mr. ADD180N. N 


— * 


Machines, | 
A ** 5 whoſe Frames were 
uilt ; 3 
Free from the Sacrilege of antient Guilt; 
Who from a better new PROMETRHEuSs came; 
Nor boaſt the Plunder of Celeſtial Flame. 
TatRE, where facetious Andrew riſes high, 


And draws the Peopled Street beneath his Eye; 


F Trivial Things I fing ſu izing Seite 
O0 ner = 


With witty Jeſts the gaping Crowd derides, 


Diſterts their Muſcles, and fatigues their Sides. 
All Sons of Mirth, the Gay, the Curious come, 
Enter the Booth, and fill the ſpacious Room. 
Not undiſtinguiſh'd are the Honours there; 
But different Seats their different Prices bear. 
At 2 when now the Curtain mounts on 
gh, a ng 
The narrow Scenes are opened to the Eye; 
| Eg ee 


d 
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Where Wire - Partitions twinkle to the Sight, 
That cut the Viſion, and divide the. Light. 
Ingenious Artifice! of ſure Deceit, 

Since Naked Proſpects would betray the Cheat. 
And now the /queaking Tribe proceeding ruams 
O'er painted Manficus, and illuſtrious Domes. 
Within this humble Cell, this narrow Wall, 
Aſſembles, Battels, Conqueſts, Triumphs, All 

That Human Mind; can act, or Pride furvey, 
On their lou Stage, the Little Nation y- 
Bor one above the reſt diſti «x ſtalks; 
A Hero, who in hoarſer Accents talks. 

Large is the Buckle that his Veſt controuls 
His Mimick Eye with living Motion rowls. 
His Belly turgid of enormous Size; 

Behind his Back a Bulk of Mountains lies. 

Huge, panty. tall, he. frights the Pygmy-Cowrt, 

Who fly and wonder at his Giant-Fort, pM 
Audacious Hero He; who much relies 
On his unequal Arm, and haughty Size. 
Of theſe Superior Gifts and Talents proud, 
He mocks and rallies all the Leer Crowd : 
Scatters his Satire round, and oft provokes 
* — Croud to Laughter by facetious Jokes. 
Elen when ſome ſerious Action is diſplay d, 
And folemn Pomps in long P on made, 
He uncontroulable, of Humour rude, | 
Moſs with unſeaſonable 9 e 
Scornful he grins u their Tragic Rage, 
And A ind Fable of the on 7 15 : 

Sometimes the graceleis Wight with ſaucy Air, 
Makes rude Approaches to the painted Fair. | 
The Nypph retires, he ſcorns to be withſtood, 
And forces Kiſſes on th' «mwilline Wood, 

Nor ſo his Fellows of inferior Parts, 
They pleas d the Theatre with variovs Arts, 


Laſcivi- 


e . mn ct a. r 


eat, 


$5 
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Laſcivious Sport, in circling Turns advance, 
And tire their little Limbs in active Dance. 
- SourT1MEs the Wooden People you behold, 
5 in rich Array of figur'd Gold: | 
ows of * Fe blaze around. 
And Robes of H yrian r_—_ e tain the Ground. 
For when their Tribes i in 22 diſpl =4 
The Mimick Grandeur of ſome Solemn 
The painted Nympbs proceed a come! Tran,” 
In Order juſt, and brighten all the Plain. . 
Nobtes of Stature ſmall Sera the Eyes, _ 
And Taft the Commons of an humbler Size. 5 
The pleas d Spectator, as theſe Scenes he views, 
Tha 2my-Nation in his Mind renews: _ IC 
He fancies now. the Cranes Invafions ceaſe ; 
Their warlike Souls are 3 by a Peace, 
And now ſecure in guiltleſs Sports they ebay. Fn 
Laugh down the Sun, and Jake away t 
Tavs, when the Stars obtain their Wy 
Sphere, | 
A Race like theſe of Human rn appe "1224 
The Fairy Train, that dancing in the i if 
Return in n Circles, and their Footfteps ard & 
The merry Goblitis, conſtant to the Round, 
In meaſure trip, and beat the hallow'd 0] 
The Morn betrays the Print, the fruitful Eatth- » 
From hence teems | Pre nant with 2 Fe Birth, 
Luxuriant Growth of bolder Graſs are Tod 6 
That riſe in Circles of a deeper Green. 7 
* O! ſome Clouds n their __ 
__ 
Wars, borrid Wars, difaſtrous Tumults raiſe. | 25 
= 1 of Peace are broke hy rough A 
Theit Troops breath Slaughter, anc L 
' Arms. 
So. inſincere iu mortal 22 6 for ure 
Care blends our Foys, and makes them all 3 
Now 


[1 $2 ſe 5 
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Now Swords, and; warring Arms the Proſpect 


mar, | 0 - 
Protended Spears that glitter from afar, 
And Let Tubes; dread Equipage of ( 
ar. . A Labs 
The Din of Fight begins; à direful Sound 
Flies thro the Dome, and ſhakes the Walls 


From the burſt Volumes ſputt'ring Sulphurs toſt 
Promiſcuous Hiſs, and Sounds in Son $ are loſt, 
Confuſion reigns; the Field of War beſpread, 
Reveals, unhappy View! her Heaps of Dead: 
Thick on all Hands, extended on the Stage, 
Slain Troops appear, the Guilt of Civil Rage. 
Bur when ogy have allay'd their Martial Ire, 
And their calm 1 80 breath a ſober Fire; 
The War concluded. They reſume their Parts, 
Repeat their former Toils, and various Arts. 
ow oft the Heroes of the Sacred Page 
Great Souls! the Product of a better Age, 
Redeem'd and reſcu'd from the filem Urn, 
On this low Stage in Miniature return. 
There may you ſee a venerable Band 
Of Patriarch-Sires in hoary Order ſtand; 
Their Faces furrow'd, as they once appear'd, 
And N Chins cloath'd with filver Lengths of 
: 1d. | F 
So, long conſuming Age from Day to Day, 
Contradled Tirnon by a flow * F 
From waſting Stage to Stage he gradual paſt, 
And ſunk into a Graſbopper at la. 
Now ſing we, whence. the Puppet - Actor, 


What hidden Power ſupplies the hollow Frame; 
What cunning Agent o'er the Scenes preſides, 
And all the ſecret Operation glides. = 

| e 


W r 
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The Turner ſhapes the uſeleſs Log with Care, 


And forces it a Human Form to wear : 

c With the ſharp Steel he works the Wooden Race, 
And lends the Timber an adopted Face, 

Tenacious Wires the Legs and Feet unite, 

And Arms connected kee &p the Shoulders right. 

Adapted Organs to fit ans join, 

— with Joints, an Limbs with Limbe 

combine. 

non adds he active Wheels and 8 G_— unſzen, 

which he after turns the ſmall Machine, 

That moves at Pleaſure by the ſecret Wires ; 

And laft his Voice the ſenſeleſs Trunk inſpires. 
From ſuch a Union of Inventions came, 

And to Perfection grew the Puppet Frame; 

The Workman's Mark its Origin reveal, 

And own the Traces of the formin Steel. 

Hence are its Dance, its Mottons, and its Tone, 

Its ſqueaking Voice, and Accents not its own. 


rts, 


. Salutation: 
OR, A 


Friendly Cunference 


Between 


A Preacher, and 2 Family of his Flock, upon 
EN) of 9 


Written by Mr. Br. 


„ - us WF. wy: 


. Mal: | 
OOD Morrow to thee ; how doſt do? 
I only juſt calPa in to ſhow 
My 5 upon this bleſſed Day, 
As I by chance, came by this way. 


Grace, 2 4 Faith be unto thee, 


ned 


My Soul does very much rejoyce 
To. ſes thee, and hear a Voice: 


— 
— 


on 
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I bleſs the Lord to find thee thus 

Abound in Health as well as us, 

And hope thou art diſpos'd to ſtay 

A while, and comfort us this Day. 


Preacher. 


I think, I ſhall not ſtay to dine, 
But the Lord's Will. be done, not mine, 
Where's thy good Wife? methinks I want 
To ſee her, ſhe's a pious Saint; 
In Wedlock thou art truly bleſs'd, 8 
Of Women ſhe's the very beſt. - I 
roy let her know that I am here, * 
And tell her I defire to ſee her. 

Huſband. es 
The Lord preſerve her! here ſhe comes, 
Sh'as juſt been n out her Rooms, 


You muſt excuſe her Huſwifes Dreſs, 
She's always doing, I profeſs, 
_ Wife. 
I'm very happy, worthy Sir, 
To ſee 5 — * a Stranger here. 
1 hope good Madam Cart is well, 
And pritty Mrs. Abigall. a 
Dear Sir, I wiſh, I could have ſeen 
Them here, how bleſs'd ſhould I have been 
Tho' I'm aſham'd, I muſt confeſs, 
T'appear in ſuch a homely Dreſs. 


Preacher, 


Thou'rt a Good Woman, thou haſt Grace, 
That beſt adorns a beauteous Face 
1 think thy Weeds become thee well, 
Thou wouldſt not dreſs like Fezabel. 
To tell the Truth, I've ſeldom ſeen 
A Wite more lovely 1 more clean. 

2 


Give 


36 A ConyERENCE besen a 
- Give me thy Hand thou fruitful Bride ; 1 
The Lord at all times be thy Guide; | 
How do thy little Comforts fare. | 
Thoſe tender Twigs, their Parents Care? 
Pray call 'em hithes, let me bleſs 
Thoſe pritty hopeful Babes of Grace. 
| | W: rfe, ; 
Here, Aram, come, my little Saint, 
Where's your low Bow to Mr. Cant? 
Daughter! Where art? Come hither Ruth, 
Fie, pull your Fingers from your Mouth. 
Look up, my Dear, hold up = Head. 
Where's your fine Courteſy ? There's my Maid, 
| Preacher. 


Lord ſanctiſie theſe Lambs, and grant 
That they thy Grace may never want: 
Shew'em thy Way, that they may be 
A Comfort to thy Spouſe and thee ; 
The Lord ſufficiently hath 1 * 
His Love to both in ſuch a Brood. 
May they ſtill greater — grow | 
To thee, that brought *em forth in Woe, 
And as their Years encreaſe, inherit 

A double portion of the Spirit. 

Wife. 

Thanks to you, rev'rend Sir, may Heaven 
Reward the Bleſſing you have given. | 
Rebecca, take my Cloſet Key 

And fetch that Bottle unto me 
Thy Maſter brought me home laſt Night 
For Palm, and ſaid, he knew twas right; 
And with the Bottle pray bring in 

A Glaſs, take care you waſh it clean. 

SOS. Preacher, © 


hope thou doſt not think, that 1 
rink. Wine, except I'm fick or dry; 


I 


D 
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I ne'er take any thing that's Strong, 
One Glaſs, I fear, will do me wrong. 
E'en let it reſt upon the Shelf, 
Thou'dft better keep it for thy ſelf. 

| Mi.. 

Good Sir, vouchſafe at my Requeſt, 

To drink this Glaſs, tis but a taſte, 

It holds but half a Pint at moſt, 

Will you be pleasd to have a Toaſt? 

| Preacher. | 

No, by no means, if I muſt take 
1. | So large a Doſe, tis for thy ſake. 

Good Lord give thou a Bleſſing to it, 

That when it's down I may not rue it. 

Well, *tis exceeding good indeed, 

I wiſh it mayn't offend my Head. 

May'ſt thee, at all times, for thy eaſe, 

Abound in Comforts, ſuch as theſe. 

Tis 2 prime Cordial, I proteſt, 

This ought not to be drank in Waſte. 


Husband 


Alas, one Glaſs, Sir, will not warm ye, 
I'm ſure a ſecond cannot harm ye; 
Cold Weather does — Wine require, 
Fill out my Dear, — A little higher, 
ny give the Glaſs to Mr. Cant, 

0 


ng a Walk may make him faint, 
Preacher. 


Thou beſt of all good Women! hold 
Thy Hand, confider, I am old. 

Thou art too bountiful, I vow, 

Thy Love is too abounding now, 
Lord ſanctify this Cordial Juice, 

And make it wholeſome for our Uſe. 


— % 


Well 


va 1 Conrtntnck Betiwers 4 
Well !—tis 4 comfortable Creature, 
In truth, I think, I ne'r drank better. 
I can but-t fk you for your Love, 


"Tis now 1 doubt, high time to move. 


Wife, . - - 


Nay, Sir, 1 hope you'll ſtay and dine, BY 


Beſides, Here's almoſt half the Wine: 
Pray, Sir, ng before you go, 
Of rother Glals, and dont ſay no. 
And if you're not engag'd elſewhere, 
You're welcome to our homely Fare. 

N l 8 Preacber, 
Thou art ſo kind, I needs muſt ſay, 
I ſcarce know how to go or ſtay. 


What Dinner haſt thou, a Creature? 

Alas I'm but a pidling Eater. | 
Wiſe.  _ 

I muſt confeſs we have not dreſs'd 

What's worthy of ſo good a Gueſt ; 

Yet 'tis a Diſh, that we may ſay 

Is ſuited to the preſent Day: 


* 
* 
— 


Tis 2 Calf's Head, to tell you truth, 
I wiſh ſuck Fare may fit your Tooth. 


Preacher, © 


Brass me, the beſt and only Diſh, 
Upon this Day, that 1 could wiſh. 
No Food befides could fo delight 
My Eyes, and eke my Appetite. | 
Good pious Saints, that you ſhould Join 
Your Hearts ſo mutually with mine. 
Well, give me now the other Glaſs, 
I ſee, that you abound in Grace, 

e —-d of Merey and of Pow'r 
Math Bleſſings for ſuch Saints in tore, 
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I cannot bid you now farewel, 
Thy Invitation muſt prevail. 
Methinks from Heaven I hear a Voice, 
That bids me tarry and rejoyce. 

TT  Husband, 


None can more truely welcome be ; 
Therefore I hope, Sir, you'll be free. 
This is a oy of Joy and Mirth 
Among the Saints that dwell on Earth. 
This and the Fifth Day of November, 
We're always careful' to remember. 
Both which deſerve the utmoſt Rev'rence 
For our remarkable Deliverance. 

| Preacher. 
"Tis very true, we ought to 5 
The Lord upon theſe bleſſed Days, 
and typify the Fall of him 
That caus d the Land in Blood to ſwim. 
So good a Diſh, on ſuch a Day! 
What Chriſtian can refuſe to ſtay. 
But tho' I tarry here to dine, 
Pray do not ſend for any Wine. 

Husband. 
A little, Sir, Wife, — ſend the Maid 
For two of Palm and two of Red: 
This Day we always drink, you know, 
To th' Pious Hand that gave the Blow. 
Preacher. 

The Lord dire& thee! Prithee do | 
What thy own Mind inclines thee to. 9 
But I muſt crave thy leave to light 
One Pipe to whet my Appetite. 
When that is done, we'll nn the Door, 


And praiſe the .d for half an hour. 
15 8 
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